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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0033 
702 W. 21ST STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1911 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, hipped roof, L-plan frame house with boxed gabled eaves and a 
projecting front-gabled dormer in the center of the principal façade; partial-width, partially 
inset porch on square wood posts; the right half of the porch has been filled in with wood 
and modern sliding windows; a hipped-roof 2nd story addition is on the rear of the right side 
of the house; fenestration consists of single and paired 1:1 windows with a larger 1:1 in the 
front-gabled section of the principal façade.  

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1911 for Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell.  The 
Maxwells lived here for the rest of their lives.  Jesse Maxwell was a native of Virginia, who 
came to Austin as a child with his parents.  He attended the University of Texas and began 
his private law practice in Austin in the late 1890s.  He was the first county school 
superintendent in Travis County, and was elected as a state representative from Travis 
County, where he distinguished himself for work on the beautification of the grounds of the 
State Capitol and for supporting the University of Texas.  He continued his law practice on 
the 7th floor of the Scarbrough Building, and was appointed as judge of the City Corporation 
Court in 1933, a position he held for 14 years.  He died in 1947, while living in this house. 

Judge Maxwell married twice – his first wife, Alice Humphreys Maxwell, died in 1942; he 
then married Arny Houston Maxwell, who lived in this house until her death in 1961. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house appears in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) with a Priority 
2 for research. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has undergone architectural changes 
over the years, that is staff’s opinion, outweigh the historical significance of the house and 
disqualify it for landmark designation. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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702 W. 21st Street 
ca. 1911 

 
 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

702 W. 21st Street 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
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By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2016 
 
1992  A: Ralph McElroy Company (additional space) 

NOTE: The Ralph McElroy Company was a publishing and translation 
business located at 2102 Rio Grande Street. 

B: John and Sara Bird, renters 
 No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John and Sara Bird were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1985-86 Laurie R. Eiserloh, renter 

Student 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Laurie R. Eiserloh was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Ralph McElroy, renter 

Proprietor, Ralph McElroy Company, publishers (at the house) 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Ralph McElroy was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  Craig Mears, renter 

Student 
 
1973  Richard A. Ryerson, renter 

Instructor, University of Texas 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Richard A. Ryerson was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1968  Aubrey Davis and Carla McAuley, renters 
  Teaching assistant, University of Texas 
 
1962  Vacant 
 
1959  Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner 
  Widow, J.W. Maxwell 

No occupation listed 
 
1955  Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell 
  Widow, J.W. Maxwell 

No occupation listed 
 
1952  Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner 
  Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949 Mrs. Arny H. Maxwell, owner 
 Widow, Jesse W. Maxwell 
 No occupation listed 

 
1947  Jesse W. Maxwell, owner 

Judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1944-45 Jesse W. Maxwell (not listed as owner) 
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  Judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1941  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1939  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court 

 
1937  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1935  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1932-33 Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 

Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building, and judge, City Corporation Court 
 
1930-31 Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1929  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1927  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1924  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1922  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1920  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1918  Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell, owners 
  Lawyer, 711 Scarbrough Building 
 
1916  Jesse W. Maxwell 
  Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building 
 
1914  Jesse W. Maxwell 
\  Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building 
 
1912-13 Jesse W. Maxwell 
  Lawyer, 711-12 Scarbrough Building 
 
1910-11 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Jesse W. Maxwell is listed at 2007 Nueces Street; he was a lawyer with 
offices in the Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Jesse W. and Alice Maxwell 
Jesse W. and Arny Maxwell 
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The 1900 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. Maxwell as a 34-year old boarder in the home of 
Virginia Loving on Nueces Street, between 22nd and 23rd Streets in Austin.  Jesse W. Maxwell 
had been born in Virginia and was a lawyer.  Virginia Loving was also born in Virginisa; she was 
a 56-year old widow with no occupation listed.  She had a son, James, 20, who had been born 
in Texas, and was a student. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell at 1402 West Avenue.  Jesse W. 
Maxwell was 43, had been born in Virginia, and was a lawyer in general practice.  Alice H. 
Maxwell was 37, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jesse W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house.  
Jesse W. Maxwell was a 54-year old Virginia-born lawyer.  Alice H. Maxwell was 47, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  The had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $7,000.  Jesse W. Maxwell is listed as a lawyer. 
 
J.W. and Alice H. Maxwell re listed as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census.  The 
house was worth $7,500.  J.W. Maxwell was listed as a lawyer in the Corporation Court. 
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Obituary of Alice H. Maxwell 

Austin American-Statesman, June 7, 1942 
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Obituary of Judge Jesse W. Maxwell 
Austin American, December 23, 1947 
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Obituary of Arny Maxwell 

Austin American, January 7, 1961 
 
 

 
Building permit to Judge Maxwell to re-roof the house (1941) 
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Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage (1946) 

 

 
Building permit to J.W. Maxwell to re-roof the garage with asphalt shingles (1946) 

 
 

 


