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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 28, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0158 
4603 SINCLAIR AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1937 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width entry 
cover on paired plain, square wood posts; single and paired 6:6 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1937 by Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, who lived here until around 
1954.  Sigman Hayes was born in Bryson, Texas, and grew up in Whitesboro and Denton.  
He attended the North Texas State Teachers College (now the University of North Texas) 
in Denton, and taught biology in Gladewater upon his graduation.  He and Agnes moved to 
Austin in 1933 so that he could attend the University of Texas.  He taught biological science 
at Austin High School until the family moved to Galveston in 1943 so that Sigman could get 
his medical training at UTMB.  They returned to Austin in 1947, and Dr. Hayes opened his 
family medical practice.  When he retired in 1972, he and Agnes moved to their ranch near 
Bertram, where they remained the rest of their lives. 
Sigman and Agnes Hayes lived in this house from its construction in 1937 until around 
1954. They rented the house out for a short period in the mid-1950s, and in the late 1950s, 
the house was owned by Buford Casey, an assistant professor at the University of Texas.  
The house was then a rental property from the early 1960s on with tenants including a 
teacher in the Round Rock public schools, an attendant at Austin State Hospital, and a 
nurse at Brackenridge Hospital.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use.  While the house is typical of residential 
design in Rosedale, it does not have the architectural nor the historical significance to 
warrant individual designation as a historic landmark.  Staff strongly urges the applicant 
to seriously consider retention of the house and the construction of an addition to maintain 
the historical and architectural context of the Rosedale neighborhood, but if the applicant 
cannot comply with that request, then staff recommends release of the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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4603 Sinclair Avenue 
ca. 1937 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
4603 Sinclair Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2016 
 
1992  Lawrence H. Hatheway, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Lawrence H. Hatheway was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1985-86 Mark T. Baum, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mark T. Baum was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Jan A. Lauderdale, renter 
  Nurse, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1973  Vacant 
 
1968  George H. and Martha Lewis, renters 
  Attendant, Austin State Hospital 
 
1962  Charles F. and Lee G. Jones, renters 

Teacher, Round Rock public schools 
 
1959  Buford A. Casey, owner 
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  Assistant professor, University of Texas 
 
1955  William L. and Velma Crawford, renters 
  Supervisor, State Employment Commission 
 
1952  Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, owners 
  Physician, 601 W. 14th Street. 
 
1949  Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, owners 

Physician, 1207 Nueces Street. 
 
1947  John C. and Lucille McLaughlin, owners 
  Employed at Bergstrom Field 
  NOTE:  Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes are not listed in the directory. 
 
1944-45 Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, owners 
  Chemist 
 
1941  Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, owners 
  Teacher, public schools 
 
1939  Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes, owners 

Teacher, public schools 
 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE: Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes are listed at 4412 Caswell Avenue; he was 
a teacher at Austin High School. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes (ca. 1937 – ca. 1954) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Sigman W. and Agnes Hayes as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,350.  Sigman W. Hayes was 27, had been born in Texas, and taught biological 
sciences in the public schools.  Agnes Hayes was 28, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Judith Ann, 3, who had been born in Texas.  The family 
had lived in Gladewater, Texas in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S> Census shows Sigmon W. Hayes as the 17-year old son of James and Mattie L. 
Hayes of Denton, Texas.  James Hayes was a bookkeeper for the Denton Laundry Company.  
Mattie Hayes had no occupation listed.  Sigmon had no occupation listed, and was the youngest 
of the couple’s 3 children.  His oldest brother, James, was a clerk at the Denton Post Office; his 
next older brother, Edwin, was a teacher. 
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Obituary of Agnes Hayes 

Austin American-Statesman, October 18, 1997 
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Obituary of Sigman W. Hayes 

Austin American-Statesman, February 19, 2000 
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Water service permit to Sigman W.Hayes for this house (1937) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Sigman Hayes for a frame addition to the rear of the house (1953) 

 


