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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 28, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0073 
1306 WINSTED LANE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame Colonial Revival-styled house with a 
symmetrical composition, a central entry flanked with multi-lite sidelights and fluted 
pilasters, single 9:9 windows with shutters on the ground floor with single and paired 6:6 
fenestration on the second story; square 4-light fixed sash window on either side of the 
principal entry; standing-seam metal roof. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1939 by Ted Wendlandt for William S. Drake, Jr., the son of William 
Sherman Drake, the founder of Calcasieu Lumber Company.  William S. Drake, Jr. became 
the president of Calcasieu Lumber Company, the largest lumber business in Austin, and 
became involved in several other businesses, including the Mutual Lumber Company, the 
Mutual Savings Institution, the Lumbermen’s Investment Corporation of Texas, and 
Lumbermen’s Underwriters.  He also served as mayor of the City of Austin in the early 
1950s.  Eleanor Drake was very active in the Heritage Society, the Junior League., and 
other civic organizations.  After Bill Drake passed away in 1967, Eleanor sold the house 
and moved to Westlake Hills, where she remained active in community endeavors, 
especially in the establishment of the Westlake Community Library.  The house was 
purchased in the mid-1970s by Mike and Charlotte London, whose family established 
London Fabrics, a large, locally-owned fabric store. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends postponement of this case to April 25, 2016 to fully evaluate alternatives 
to demolition.  This house clearly meets the criteria for landmark designation for its 
architecture and its historical associations.  The current owner would like to sell the house, 
and postponing the case will allow more time to find a buyer who will be willing to preserve 
the house, and perhaps seek historic zoning for it. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1306 Winsted Lane 
ca. 1939 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1306 Winsted Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2016 
 
1992  Michael J. and Charlotte London, owners 

Employed by London Fabrics (Edwin London, proprietor), 2438 W. Anderson 
Lane and 13945 Research Boulevard. 

 
1985-86 Michael J. and Charlotte London, owners 

Proprietor, Chardon Leathers (not listed in the directory) 
 
1981  Michael J. and Charlotte London, owners 

Proprietor, Chardon Leathers, 2438 W. Anderson Lane. 
 
1977  Michael J. and Charlotte London, owners 

Vice-president, London Fabrics (Edwin London, president), 3812 N. Lamar 
Boulevard, 1006 W. 38th Street, and 3811 Medical Parkway. 

 
1973  Vacant 
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NOTE:  Michael and harlotte London are listed at 1613 Preston Avenue; he was 
the manager of London Fabrics, 3812 N. Lamar Boulevard and 1006 W. 38th 
Street. 

 
1968  Robert L. and Rosemary Droke, owners 

Department manager, IBM 
 
1962  William S. and Eleanor C. Drake, Jr., owners 

President, Calcasieu Lumber Company, 301 W. 2nd Street, Chatleff Controls, 
valve manufacturers, 205 Industrial Boulevard, Mutual Lumber Company, 301 W. 
2nd Street, vice-president, Mutual Savings Institution (H.H. Luedecke, chairman of 
the board, Fred C. Morse, president), 1005 Congress Avenue, and 
secretary/treasurer, Lumbermen’s Underwriters (Jack L. Foxworth, (Dallas, 
Texas), president), 2501 N. Lamar Boulevard. 

 
1959  William S. and Eleanor C. Drake, Jr., owners 

President, Calcasieu Lumber Company, 301 W. 2nd Street, Chatleff Controls, 
valve manufacturers, 205 Industrial Boulevard, Mutual Lumber Company, 301 W. 
2nd Street, vice-president, Mutual Savings Institution (H.H. Luedecke, chairman of 
the board, Fred C. Morse, president), 1005 Congress Avenue, and president, 
Lumbermen’s Investment Corporation of Texas, 518 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1955  William S. and Eleanor C. Drake, Jr., owners 

President, Calcasieu Lumber Company, 2nd and Lavaca Streets, Lumbermen’s 
Investment Corporation, 801-03 Scarbrough Building, and Mutual Lumber 
Company, 301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1952  William S. and Eleanor Drake, Jr., owners 

Mayor, City of Austin, president, Mutual Lumber Company and Calcasieu Lumber 
Company, both at 301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1949  William S. and Eleanor Drake, Jr., owners 

President Mutual Lumber Company and Calcasieu Lumber Company, both at 
301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1947  William S. and Eleanor Drake, Jr., owners 

 President Mutual Lumber Company and Calcasieu Lumber Company, 
both at 301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1944-45 William S. and Eleanor C. Drake, Jr., owners 

Secretary/treasurer, Mutual Lumber Company and Calcasieu Lumber Company, 
both at 301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1941  William S. and Eleanor C. Drake, Jr. (not listed as owners) 

Secretary/treasurer and assistant manager, Calcasieu Lumber Company, 301-11 
W. 2nd Street. 

 
1940  William S. and Eleanor Drake, Jr., owners 

Secretary/treasurer and assistant manager, Calcasieu Lumber Company, 301-11 
W. 2nd Street. 

 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
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NOTE:  William S. Drake, Jr. and Eleanor Drake are listed at 1702 Wethersfield 
Road; he was the secretary/treasurer and assistant manager of Calcasieu 
Lumber Company, 301-11 W. 2nd Street. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
William S. Drake, Jr. and Eleanor Drake (ca. 1939 – ca. 1967) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows William S. Drake, Jr. and Eleanor Drake living in the home of her 
parents, Paul N. and Elizabeth Critchlow, in Sewickley Borough, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania.  William S. Drake, Jr., was 30, had been born in Pennsylvania, and was the 
general manager of a lumber company.  Eleanor C. Drake was 27, had been born in 
Pennsylvania, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Josephine, 3, and William S. 
Drake, III, 2; both children had been born in Texas.  Eleanor Drake’s parents, Paul and 
Elizabeth Critchlow, were 57 and 58 respectively, and had both been born in Pennsylvania.  
Paul Critchlow was an attorney in private practice.  A son, also named Paul Critchlow, was also 
an attorney in private practice. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census also shows W.S. Drake, Jr. and Eleanor C. Drake at this address, a 
house they owned, and which was worth $6,500.  W.S. Drake, Jr. was 31, had been born in 
Texas, and was a lumber dealer.  Eleanor C. Drake was 28, had been born in Pennsylvania, 
and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Josephine, 4; and William S. Drake, III, 3, 
both of whom had been born in Texas.  The family had an African-American servant, Ruth 
Piper,27, who had been born in Texas, and is listed as a servant doing general housework. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows “Billie S.” Drake as the 20-year old son of William Sherman and 
Maggie M. Drake, who lived at 1005 W. 6th Street in Austin.  Billie was the 3rd of the Drakes’ 4 
children listed.  William Sherman Drake was 65, had been born in Connecticut, and was a 
lumberman.  Billie Drake had no occupation listed. 
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Newspaper story on the Brand Name Retailer of the Year award to Calcasieu Lumber Company 

Austin American, May 4, 1957 
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News story and obituary of William S. Drake, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, July 16, 1967 
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Obituary of Eleanor C. Drake 

Austin American-Statesman, January 16, 1999 
 
 

 
Building permit to W.S. Drake, Jr. for the construction of the house (1939) 
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Water service permit to Ted Wendlandt for this address (1939) 

 

 
Building permit to W.S. Drake, Jr. for an open shelter shed and barbecue pit (1952) and to Mike 

London for a frame addition (1976) 
 

 


