
Waller Creek Conservancy!
Project Overview



The shape of Austin shapes our lives



The shape of downtown was set in 1839

4 blocks for parks

<1,000 Residents in 1839

6 blocks for jails & armory

196 downtown block plan 



After 175 years, urban planning has evolved
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It’s hard, but not impossible, to change a mature downtown



The way New York changed with the High Line



Or Houston changed with Discovery Green



Or Chicago changed with Millennium Park



These are the places that bring a city together



Waller Creek is our opportunity



In 2016, 11% of downtown will be removed from the floodplain



Today, much of Waller Creek is underdeveloped



 . . . and underutilized



...and Waller Creek is at the heart of a downtown transformation



Starting with an International Design Competition

First international design competition in Texas

Requirements from CoA Waller Creek District
Master Plan

Independent jury of world-renowned experts

Technical Advisory Group of City leaders

31 Teams Submitted Plans



And the selection & certification of Michael Van Valkenburgh



The Plan for Waller



The first step is restoring the creek ecosystem
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The big idea is to transform downtown with a chain of parks
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Connectivity with South Austin will be enhanced



The pontoon bridge will be a gateway to the creek




