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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 25, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0157 
1175 SAN BERNARD STREET 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1903 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with a partial-width inset porch on paired 
plain square wood posts and stone piers; transom over the glazed front door; large, non-
historic picture window with sliding sashes in the bottom in the principal façade. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1903 by Green W. Griffin, a carpenter who 
later moved to a large house at 1202 Garden Street, and which has been designated as a 
city historic landmark – the McGown-Griffin House.  Green W. and Jessie Griffin lived in 
this house on San Bernard Street until around 1915.  The house was then occupied by 
Rufus and Mamie Overstreet, who lived here from around 1917 to around 1919.  Rufus 
Overstreet was a plasterer, and after living in this house, he moved to Houston.  He 
returned to Austin at some point in the late 1920s – at the time of his death in 1932, he was 
living in Austin. 
Beginning around 1923, the house made the transition from Anglo families to African-
American families.  Henry W. and Eva Walker are listed as the owners of the house in the 
1924 city directory, which notes that they were African-American.  Around 1928, the house 
was purchased by Lee Andrew and Beulah Murphy, who lived here until around 1946.  Lee 
Andrew Murphy was a waiter at the Austin Country Club, while Beulah J. Murphy was a 
stenographer for Nathan Rhambo, who ran a mortuary and embalming service for Austin’s 
African-American community.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows Beulah Murphy as a lodger in 
the home of an African-American school teacher in Washington, D.C., where she was 
working as a stenographer in a private office.  Lee Andrew Murphy is not listed in the 1940 
census report. 
From around 1950 until his death in 1965, Rev. Rogers Q. Allen, and his wife, Lonnie 
owned this house.  Rev. Rogers Q. Allen was born in Caldwell County, Texas to a preacher, 
and took up the gospel himself throughout his life.  In 1939, he established the Corinth 
Missionary Baptist Church on E. 16th Street in Austin, and served as its pastor until his 
death in1965. 
From 1965 until the mid-1980s, when they passed away, the house was the home of 
Emmett and Dessie Washington, a retired couple. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is inexplicably not included in the Cultural Resources Survey of East Austin 
(2000) 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate historic zoning.  The house, even with its modification to the front windows, retains 
a relatively high degree of integrity, and has architectural and historical significance for its 
associations with both Anglo and African-American families of significance in the city.  
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Further, the house represents the transition of the San Bernard neighborhood from a 
working/middle class Anglo neighborhood into a middle class African-American 
neighborhood, and its historical context on the street is important.  Staff understands that 
the owner wants to sell the property and feels that the property would bring a higher price 
if the house were to be approved for demolition, and that the house has some structural 
issues.  However, staff continues to believe that the house meets the criteria for landmark 
designation in its architecture and historical associations, and would ask that the applicant 
consider historic zoning on a portion of the property to preserve the house, and allowing the 
remainder of the property to be developed.  This house may also be eligible for state and 
federal tax credits for its rehabilitation and restoration, and if the house were to be zoned 
historic, the owner would also be eligible for the annual property tax exemption offered by 
the City of Austin, Travis County, and the Austin Independent School District.  If the 
Commission does not vote to initiate the historic zoning case, then staff recommends 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center prior to the release of any permit for the removal of the structure. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1175 San Bernard Street 

ca. 1903 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1175 San Bernard Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2016 
 
1992  Hallie B. Ward, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Emmitt and Dessie M. Washington, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Emmitt and Dessie M. Washington, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Emmitt and Dessie M. Washington, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  Emmitt and Dessie M. Washington, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Emmitt and Dessie Mae Washington, owners 
  Retired 
 
1962  Rev. Roger Q. and Lonnie J. Allen, owners 
  Pastor, Corinth Baptist Church, 1700 E. 16th Street. 
  NOTE:  Emmitt and Dessie M. Washington are not listed in the directory. 
 
1959  Rev. Roger Q. and Lonnie J. Allen, owners 
  Pastor, Corinth Baptist Church, 1700 E. 16th Street. 
 
1955  Rev. Roger Q. and Lonnie J. Allen, owners 
  Pastor, Corinth Baptist Church, 1700 E. 16th Street. 
 
1952  Rev. Roger Q. and Lonnie J. Allen, owners 

Pastor, Corinth Baptist Church, 1700 E. 16th Street. 
 
1949  Leona J. Anderson, renter 

There is no listing for a Leona J. Anderson in the alphabetical section of the 
directory. 
NOTE:  Roger Q. and May B. Allen are listed at 1703 Kinney Avenue; he was the 
pastor of the Corinth Baptist Church, 1700 E. 16th Street. 

 
1947  Leona J. Anderson, renter 
  Teacher, public schools 
 
1944-45 L. Andrew and Beulah Murphy, owners 
  Waiter 
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1941  L. Andrew and Beulah Murphy, owners 

Waiter, Country Club of Austin, south side of E. 41st Street, 1 house west of Red 
River Street. 
Also listed are the Rev. William and Lonnie J. Anderson; he had no occupation 
shown. 

 
1939  L. Andrew and Beulah Murphy, owners 
  Waiter, Austin Country Club 
  NOTE:  William and Lonnie J. Anderson are not listed in the directory. 
 
1937  L. Andrew and Beulah Murphy, owners 
  Presser, Joseph C. Stevenson, clothes cleaner, 1108 E. 12th Street. 
 
1935  Lee A. and Beulah Murphy, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 Lee A. and Beulah Murphy, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1930-31 L.A. and Beulah Murphy (colored), owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1929  Andrew J. and Beulah Murphy (colored), owners 
  Andrew: No occupation listed 

Beulah: Stenographer, Nathan W. Rhambo (colored), funeral director and 
embalmer, 503 Neches Street. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1927  Carrie Peterson (colored), renter 

There is no listing for a Carrie Peterson in the alphabetical section of the 
directory. 
NOTE:  A.J. and Beulah Murphy are listed at 1194 San Bernard Street; he was a 
porter at the American National Bank; she was a stenographer for N.W. Rhambo, 
funeral director and embalmer, 503 Neches Street. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1924  Henry W. and Eva Walker (colored), owners 
  Carpenter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1922  Claude A. and Maude McDaniel, renters 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1920  Vacant 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1918  Rufus and Mamie F. Overstreet, renters 
  Plasterer 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
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1916  James A. Hickey 
  Bricklayer 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1914  Green W. Griffin 

Carpenter, Fischer & Lambie, general contractors, 108 W. 5th Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1912-13 Green W. Griffin 
  Carpenter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1910-11 Green W. Griffin 
  Carpenter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1173 San Bernard Street. 
 
1909-10 Green W. Griffin 
  Carpenter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1307 San Bernard Street. 
 
1906-07 Green W. Griffin 
  Carpenter, Fischer & Lambie, contractors, 108 W. 5th Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1311 San Bernard Street. 
 
1905  Green W. Griffin 
  Carpenter 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 1311 San Bernard Street. 
 
1903-04 Unknown 

NOTE:  Green W. Griffin is listed at 900 E. 14th Street; he was a foreman 
carpenter for Robert C. Lambie, contractor, carpenter, and builder, 110 W. 9th 
Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin (ca. 1903 – ca. 1915) 
Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin appear in the 1900 U.S. Census at 900 E. 14th Street, a house 
they owned.  Green W. Griffin was 33, had been born in Texas to Tennessee-born parents, and 
was a carpenter. Jessie H. Griffin was 27, had been born in Texas to Tennessee-born parents, 
and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Hazel, 6, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin as the owners of this house.  
Green W. Griffin was a 42-year old carpenter.  Jessie H. Griffin had no occupation listed.  
Besides their daughter Hazel, 16, Green’s brother Calvin, 44, lived with them.  He was a 
carpenter. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin at 1202 Garden Street (a city 
historic landmark – the McGown-Griffin House), which is listed as 83 Waller Street.  They are 
shown as the owners.  Green W. Griffin is shown as a carpenter.  With them lived Green’s 
brother, Calvin, an invalid. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin as the owners of the house at 
1202 Garden Street, which is listed as 83 Waller Street.  The house was worth $5,000.  Green 
W. Griffin was a carpenter.  Neither Hazel nor Calvin Griffin are shown in the census report.  
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The Griffins roomers, Wiley W. and Ella Mangum.  Wiley Mangum was a 58-year old, Georgia-
born night watchman at the compress.  Ella Mangum was 54, had been born in Missouri, and 
had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Green W. and Jessie H. Griffin as the owners of the house at 
1202 Garden Street, which was worth $2,500. Green W. Griffin had no occupation listed.  With 
them lived their daughter, Hazel Bach, and Hazel’s husband, Alfred A. Bach, a 57-year old 
Pennsylvania-born carpenter-contractor.  Hazel had no occupation listed.  Alfred and Hazel’s 2 
children also lived in the house: Margaret H. Bach, 27, a beautician in a beauty salon; and 
Alfred G. Bach, 17, who had no occupation listed.  Both children had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Green W. Griffin 

Austin American, January 17, 1963 
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Funeral notice for Green W. Griffin 
Austin American, January 18, 1963 

 
Rufus and Mamie Overstreet (ca. 1917 – ca. 1919) 
Rufus and Mamie Overstreet appear in the 1900 U.S. Census at 906 E. 14th Street.  Rufus 
Overstreet was 35, had been born in Texas to Mississippi-born parents, and was a plasterer.  
Mamie F. Overstreet was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 
5 children: Rufus, 11; Freddie, 7; William, 5; Eula M., 3; and Joe, 1.  With them lived Mamie 
Overstreet’s brother, Richard Henderson, 22, who had been born in Texas, and was a day 
laborer. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Rufus and Mamie Overstreet (spelled Oglestreet) at 900 E. 12th 
Street.  Rufus Overstreet was a 43-year old house plasterer. Mamie’s birthplace is now listed as 
Florida.  The children living with them were Freddie, 17, a house plasterer; Eula, 13; Jodie, 11; 
Oscar, 9; Onie, 6; and Clemmie, 2. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Rufus and Mary F. Overstreet living in a rented house in 
Houston, Texas.  Rufus was a 54-year old house plasterer.  Mary F. Overstreet was 51, had 
been born in Florida, and had no occupation listed.  The children living with them were Joe, 20, 
a house plasterer; Clemmie, 12; and Richard, 9. 
 
At the time of his death in 1932, Rufus Overstreet was living at 1612 E. 6th Street in Austin.  He 
was born in 1864 in Texas, and was a plasterer. 
 
Lee Andrew and Beulah J. Murphy (ca. 1928 – ca. 1946) 
Lee Andrew and Beulah Murphy appear in the 1920 U.S. Census as the renters of an apartment 
at 814 E. 12th Street in Austin.  Lee Andrew Murphy was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a 
butler for a private family.  Beulah Murphy was 22, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows L.A. and Beulah J. Murphy as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,000.  L.A. Murphy was 42, had been born in Texas, and was a custodian at the 
Post Office.  Beulah J. Murphy was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a stenographer and 
book-keeper for an undertaker. 
 
Beulah J. Murphy appears in the 1940 U.S. Census for Washington, D.C., where she is listed as 
a lodger in the home of Alice H. Jackson, a widowed public school teacher.  Beulah J. Murphy 
was born in Texas and lived in Austin in 1935.  She was married, and worked as a stenographer 
in a private office.  Her husband is not listed with her. 
 
Rev. Rogers Q. and Lonnie J. Allen (ca. 1950 – ca. 1965) 
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Roger Allen appears in the 1900 U.S. Census for Caldwell County, Texas as the 9 year old son 
of James and Ella Allen.  Roger had been born in Texas, and is the 5th of the couple’s 7 
children.  Roger’s father, James Allen, was born in Texas, and was a “minister of the gospel.”  
Roger is listed as being at school. 
 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that Rogers Q. Allen was born in Lockhart, 
Texas on May 1, 1892  He was living at Del Valle in Bastrop County at the time of his 
registration and was engaged in farming.  He was single, tall, and stout. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows R.Q. and Mary Belle Allen as the owners of a house on Route 5 
in rural Travis County.  R.Q. Allen was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a minister of a 
Baptist Church.  Mary Belle Allen was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows R.Q. and May Belle Allen as the owners of the house at 1703 
Kinney Avenue in South Austin.  R.Q. Allen was 41, had been born in Texas, and was a 
preacher.  May Belle Allen was 38, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had no children listed with them. 
 

 
Rev. Rogers Q. Allen 

Corinth Missionary Baptist Church was organized on March 23, 1939 on the south corner of the 
present lot in a 12 x 12 room with 12 members present.  Rev. R.Q. Allen was the moderator of 
the meeting.  Rev. Allen was called as pastor that same night and he served as pastor of 
Corinth Missionary Baptist Church for 26 years. 

From the Corinth Missionary Baptist Church website. 
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Obituary of Rev. Rogers Q. Allen 
Austin American, July 30, 1965 

 
 
Emmitt and Dessie Mae Washington (ca. 1965 – ca. 1985) 
 

 

 
Death notice for Dessie Washington 

Austin American-Statesman, January 22, 1982 
 

 
Death notice for Emmett Washington 

Austin American-Statesman, August 7, 1985 
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The house does not appear on the 1900 Sanborn map. 
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The 1922 Sanborn map is the first to show the house.  It has an address of 1173 San Bernard 

Street. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with a modification to the back side porch.  The old 

house number of 1173 and the new house number of 1175 San Bernard are shown. 
 

 
The 1962 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above.  The old house 

number of 1173 and the new house number of 1175 San Bernard are shown. 


