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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: HDP-2015-0114 HLC DATE:  March 28, 2016 
    April 25, 2016 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Thomson-Hansborough-King House 
 
WATERSHED:   
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1308 E. 12th Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  CS-MU-NCCD-NP to CS-MU-H-NCCD-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff has no recommendation on this case.  
The house has obvious historical significance as the home of Alice T. King, but has had 
severe architectural modifications.  The Commission initiated this case on the criteria of 
historical significance and community value, which staff agrees with, but the architectural 
modifications to the house cause staff hesitation in not being able to whole-heartedly 
recommend this house for historic zoning. 
 
Staff encourages the applicant to further consider historic zoning for this property, even on 
a reduced land area that would allow for development of the remainder of the site.  Staff 
also encourages the applicant to investigate the possibility of state and federal tax credits 
for the rehabilitation and restoration of the house; this, in addition to the possibility of the 
annual property tax incentive for historic landmarks could make the restoration of this 
house an economically worthwhile endeavor. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Historical Associations and Community Value. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  March 28, 2016: Initiated a historic 
zoning case.  Vote: 6-4 (Panju, Osburn, Papavasiliou, and Whitworth opposed). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed as a low priority for preservation in the 
Historic Resources Survey of East Austin (2000) because of alterations, but there is also a 
notation on the survey that there are no known historical associations with this property. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Organization of Central East Austin 
Neighborhoods. 
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BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
This is a late 19th century wing-and-gable frame house that has lost its front porch, original 
fenestration, and has had its original wood siding covered with synthetic siding.  The basic 
form of the house remains, although the window patterns have changed in the house. 
Historical Associations: 
The house appears to have been built around 1897, and was originally a wing-and-gable 
frame house with a partial-width front porch, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Company maps of 1900, 1922, and 1935. The earliest known occupant was Dr. Will E. 
Thomson (or Thompson), who was a Missouri-born cancer specialist, who lived here until 
his death in 1907.  He was a widower who lived here with two of his daughters.  Dr. 
Thomson had previously lived at the southeast corner of 12th and San Bernard Streets, and 
apparently built this house in the mid- to late 1890s as his residence and office.  After his 
death in 1907, the house was rented out to a series of tenants, including meat-cutter 
Herman Scheel around 1909, Albert Leifeste, the pastor of the German Methodist Episcopal 
Church around 1910, George M. Wagner, a granite cutter in the early 1910s, Henry Tuke, a 
saloon-keeper in the mid-1910s, a German-born widow who later worked in her sister’s 
grocery and her music teacher daughter in the late 1910s, Fred Everett, a janitor at Pease 
School around 1920, Robert L. Cloud, a yardman,  in the early 1920s, and Jesse and Ellen 
Conner in the mid-to late 1920s.  Jesse Conner worked in an ice plant. 
Around 1928, the demographics of the house and the neighborhood changed, and the 
renters of the house were African-American, rather than German- or Anglo-American.  A 
porter, Harry White, and his wife, Cora, are listed as the renters of the house in the 1929 
city directory.  Thomas C. Echols, who had worked as a porter in the State Comptroller’s 
Office, and was an insurance salesman at the time he lived in this house, rented here in the 
early 1930s. His wife, Suewillie Echols, was a schoolteacher.  Seth and Willie Roach rented 
the house in the mid-1930s; he was a car washer at a tire company.  Jesse and Sarah 
Hansborough were the next renters of the house.  Jesse Hansborough had no occupation 
listed in the city directories, and he only appears in the 1939 directory.  After that point, 
only Sarah Hansborough is listed as the renter of the house.  She was a cook at the State 
School for the Deaf, and later was a cook at Jimmy’s Alcove Grille on E. 12th Street.  She 
lived here until around 1950. 
Alice T. King, the widow of Charles B. King, the founder of the King Funeral Home, bought 
this property around 1953, and lived here (except for a stay in Washington, DC from 1970 
to 1976) until her death in 1984.  Charles B. King was originally from Mississippi.  He was 
an insurance man in Indianola, Mississippi in the 1920s, and moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee before 1930.  In Memphis, he was the president of an insurance company.  He 
and Alice moved to Austin in the 1930s, and Charles B. King established the King Funeral 
Home in the 1100 block of E. 6th Street in 1933, providing funeral home services for Austin’s 
African-American population.  Alice T. King was a native of Memphis, and attended Fisk 
University in Nashville. 
After Charles B. King died in 1941, Alice T. King took over the funeral home business.  In 
1955, she merged with the Tears Funeral Home, another African-American mortuary, and 
the new business became known as the King-Tears Funeral Home.  The business was 
moved from E. 6th Street to E. 12th Street, and Alice King, who had lived next door to the 
King Funeral Home on E. 6th Street, moved into this house, next door to the new business 
site.  She maintained the Union Burial and Welfare Society for many years, which was a 
way for African-American families to save money for the costs of a funeral and burial, and 
to provide benefits to family members after a death.  She moved to Washington, D.C. in 
1970 with her husband, Dr. Mordecai Wyatt Johnson, president emeritus of Howard 
University, but returned to Austin after his death in 1976.  She was the president of the 
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King-Tears Mortuary for many years, and upon her return from Washington, she 
concentrated her energies on the Union Welfare and Burial Association until the time of 
her death. 
Alice T. King was the mother of John Q.T. King, who served as dean and then president of 
Huston-Tillotson College (now University).  He combined his professorship at Huston-
Tillotson with an active interest in the family’s funeral business in the 1940s and 1950s, so 
while he did not grow up in this house (Alice T. King bought the house after John was 
already an adult), he also has a connection to the house and family business. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0207080815 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  E 34.5 FT OF LOT 2 *& W 30 FT OF LOT 3 BLK 2 OLT 38 DIV B OREILLY JAMES 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $3,791 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,131; 
$2,024 (income-producing); city portion: $565. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $336,485 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residential rental. 
 
CONDITION:  Fair 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Patricia Goldman Tankersley 
3110 Wheeler Street 
Austin, Texas 78705 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1897 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  The structure has been significantly modified at an 
unknown date (no permits exist detailing the remodeling that was done).  The original front 
porch has been lost, the windows have been replaced, and the original wood siding has been 
covered with a synthetic siding. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Dr. Will E. Thomson (1897) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1308 E. 12th Street 

ca. 1897 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1308 E. 12th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  John T. King, renter 
  President, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E. 12th Street. 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John T. King was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Alice T. King, owner 
  Proprietor, Union Welfare and Burial Association, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1981  Alice T. King, owner 
  Proprietor, Union Welfare and Burial Association, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1977  Alice T. King, owner 
  Widow, Charles B. King 
  President, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1973  Alice T. King, owner 
  Widow, Charles B. King 
  President, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1968  Alice T. King, owner 
  Widow, Charles B. King 
  President, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1962  Alice T. King, owner 
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  Widow, Charles B. King 

Proprietor, King-Tears Mortuary, and the Union Welfare and Burial Association, 
1300 E. 12th Street. 

 
1959  Alice T. King, owner 
  Widow, Charles B. King 
  Proprietor, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E. 12th Street. 
 
1955  Alice T. King (not listed as owner) 
  Widow, Charles B. King 
  Proprietor, King-Tears Mortuary, 1300 E.12th Street. 
 
1952  Vacant 

NOTE:  Alice T. King, the widow of C.B. King, lived at 1107 E. 6th Street.  She 
was the proprietor of the King Funeral Home, “Funeral Directors and Ambulance 
Services for Colored People,” 1107 E. 6th Street. 
NOTE:  Sarah Hansborough is listed at 2007 E. 13th Street; she was a cook at 
the Alcove Grille, 1914-A E. 12th Street. 

 
1949  Sarah Hansborough, renter 

Cook, Jimmie’s Alcove Grille, 1914-A E. 12th Street. 
 
1947  Sarah Hansborough, renter 

Cook, Texas School for the Deaf 
 
1944-45 Sarah Hansborough, renter 
  Coo, State School for the Deaf 
 
1941  Sarah Hansborough, renter 
  Assistant cook, State School for the Deaf 
 
1939  Jesse and Sarah Hansborough, renters 
  Jesse:  No occupation listed 
  Sarah:  Assistant cook, Texas School for the Deaf 

Also listed is John Hansborough, a porter at the Driskill Hotel Drug Store, 6th and 
Brazos Streets. 
NOTE:  Seth A. and Willie E. Roach are listed at 2607 E. 13th Street; he was a 
porter at Knight-Stewart Tire Company, 19th and Guadalupe Streets. 

 
1937  Seth A. and Willie Roach, renters 
  Car washer 
  NOTE:  Jesse and Sarah Hansborough are not listed in the directory. 

 
1935  Seth A. and Willie Roach, renters 
  Porter, Lindsey-Knight Tire Company, 307 W. 19th Street. 
 
1932-33 Thomas C. and Suewillie Echols, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Seth and Etta Roach are listed at 1506 E. 21st Street.  He had no 
occupation shown. 

 
1930-31 Thomas C. and Suewillie Echols (colored), renters 
  Insurance agent 
 
1929  Harry B. and Cora White (colored), renters 
  Porter 
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1927  Jesse L. and Ellen Conner, renters 
  Assistant engineer, Consumers Ice and Cold Storage Company. 
 
1924  Jesse L. and Ellen Conner, renters 
  Employed by Home Ice and Cold Storage Company. 
 
1922  Robert L. and Lillian Cloud, renters 
  Yardman 
 
1920  Fred and Clara Everett, renters 
  Janitor, Pease School 
 
1918  Kate Ganter, renter 
  Widow, Max Ganter 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Lizzie Ganter, a music teacher. 
 
1916  Henry G. Tuke 
  Proprietor of a saloon at 1618 Rosewood Avenue 

Also listed are Clement Tuke, a student; Francis Tuke, a student; and Lillian 
Tuke, no occupation shown. 
NOTE:  Kate Ganter is listed at 206 W. 14th Street; she had no occupation 
shown.  Lizzie Ganter is not listed in the directory. 

 
1914  George M. Wagner 
  Stone cutter, Julius Seaholm, 1016-18 E. 6th Street. 
 
1912-13 George M. Wagner 
  Granite cutter, Julius Seaholm, 1016-18 E. 6th Street. 
 
1910-11 Rev. Albert Leifeste 
  Pastor, German Methodist Episcopal Church, 300 E. 18th Street. 

NOTE:  Herman Scheel is listed as a meat cutter for Herman Schieffer; he lived 
at 1107 E. 13th Street. 
NOTE:  George M. Wagner was a granite cutter for J.J. Macken; he boarded at 
1208 E. 12th Street. 

 
1909-10 Herman Scheel 
  Meat cutter, Excelsior Meat Market, 115 W. 6th Street. 
  NOTE:  William E. Thomson is not listed in the directory. 
 
1905  Dr. William E. Thomson 
  Physician 
 
1903-04 Dr. William E. Thomson 
  Physician 
 
1895-96 Dr. William E. Thomson 
  Cancer doctor 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1210 E. 12th Street. 
 
1891-92 Unknown 

Dr. William E. Thompson is listed as a specialist living at the southeast corner of 
12th and San Bernard Streets.  The 1889-90 city directory indicates Dr. 
Thompson’s address as 1201 E. 12th Street at the corner of San Bernard Street. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
William E. Thompson (ca. 1896- ca. 1907) 
Willie E. Thompson is listed in the 1900 U.S. Census at this address (1204 E. 12th Street).  He 
was born in September, 1821 in Missouri to Kentucky-born parents, and owned this house.  He 
was a widower.  His occupation is listed as cancer specialist.  With him lived two daughters: 
Willie, 30, who had no occupation listed; and Norine, 28, a clerk.  Both had been born in 
Missouri. 
 
Dr. Will E. Thomson died in 1907.  He is buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Austin. 
 
Herman and Ida Scheel (ca. 1907 – ca. 1909) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Herman and Ida Scheel at 1107 E. 13th Street.  Herman Scheel 
was 35, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and was a butcher in a meat market.  
Ida Scheel was 38, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 3 children: Oscar, 12; Edna, 5; and Bara, 3.  All the children had been born in 
Texas. 
 
Albert and Louisa Leifeste (ca. 1910 – ca. 1912) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Albert and Louisa Leifeste as the renters of this house.  Albert 
Leifeste was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a church minister.  Louisa Leifeste was 29, 
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Lorena, 3; and 
Leroy, 2.  Both had been born in Texas. 
 
Kate and Lizzie Ganter (ca. 1917 – ca. 1918) 
Katie A.and Elizabeth E. Ganter appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as residing in the home of 
Katie’s sister, Elisia Schlueter, at 2205 Speedway in Austin.  Katie A. Ganter was a 67-year old 
German-born widow who worked as a clerk in a grocery store.  Elizabeth E. Ganter was 39, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Kate’s sister, Elisia Schlueter, was a 71-year 
old German–born widow who was a grocery merchant. 
 
Fred and Clara Everett (ca. 1918 – ca. 1919) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Fred and Clara Everett as the renters of the house at 1101 West 
Avenue in Austin.  Fred Everett was 39, had been born in England, and was a custodian for a 
school building.  He had immigrated to the United States in 1905.  Clara Everett was 36, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 daughters: Amy Louise, 5; and 
Regenia E., 4.  Both girls had been born in Texas. 
 
Jesse and Ellen Conner (ca. 1923 – ca. 1928) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Jesse and Ellen Conner as the renters of the house at 2007 
Longfellow Street in Austin.  Jesse Conner was 41, had been born in Texas, and was a 
stationery engineer at an ice factory.  Ellen Conner was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 7 children: Melvena, 18, a saleswoman at a department store; 
Stella Bella, 16; Ruby, 14; Marie, 13; Earl, 12; Artie, 7; and Charlotte, 3.  All the children had 
been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jesse and Ellen Conner as the owners of their house at 2100 
Garden Street.  Jesse Conner was an engineer at an ice plant. 
 
His 1969 death certificate shows that he was born in Bastrop County in 1889.  He was a retired 
life insurance salesman, and was living in Fulton, Texas at the time of his death. 
 
Thomas C. and Suewillie Echols (ca. 1929 – ca. 1933) 
Tommy and Sue W. Echols appear as the renters of this house in the 1930 U.S. Census.  
Tommy Echols was listed as being a 26-year old Texas-born agent for an insurance company.  
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Sue W. Echols was also listed a being 26, a native of Texas, and a public school teacher.  They 
had no children listed with them. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Thomas and Luella [sic]  Echols renting a house at 413 E. 13th 
Street in Austin.  Thomas Echols was 25, had been born in Texas, and was a porter at the State 
Comptroller’s Office.  Luella Echols was 24, had been born in Texas, and was a public school 
teacher.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
Seth A. and Willie Roach (ca. 1933 – ca. 1938) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Seth A. and Willie E. Roach as the renters of the house at 1305 
Cedar Avenue in Austin.  Seth A. Roach was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a porter at 
an auto service station.  Willie E. Roach was 38, had been born in Texas, and was a school 
teacher in the County school system.  They had no children listed with them.  It is believed that 
Seth Roach died in Dallas in 1969; he is buried there.  It is also believed that Willie E. Roach 
died in Los Angeles, California in 1970 and is buried there. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Seth and Etta Roach living with relatives, Nathaniel and Alberta 
Banks, who rented a house at 1611 E. 11th Street in Austin.  Seth Roach was 27, had been born 
in Texas, and was a laborer in an auto shop.  Etta Roach was 29, had been born in Texas, and 
was a cook for a private family. 
 
Jesse and Sarah Hansborough (ca. 1938 – ca. 1950) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Sarah Hansbrough [sic] as the renter of this house.  She was a 
45-year old widow who had been born in Texas, and was a cook at the State School.  With her 
lived 2 stepsons, John Hansbrough, 20, a Texas-born porter at a drug store; and Tom 
Hansbrough, 17, who had been born in Texas and was a construction laborer.  Sarah’s mother, 
Delia Penasca, a 74-year old widow, also lived with her, as well as a grandson, Burl Williams, 
11.  They had both been born in Texas and neither had an occupation listed.  Mrs. Hansbrough 
also had 2 lodgers, LeRoy Wilson, 23, a Texas-born filling station attendant; and Leslie Jones, 
28, a Texas-born shoe shine boy. 
 
According to her 1980 death certificate, Sarah Darby Hansborough was born in 1899 in Texas.  
She was a widowed cook at the Alcove Grille, and lived at 2007 E. 13th Street at the time of her 
death. 
 

 
Obituary of Sarah Hansborough 

Austin American-Statesman, January 23, 1980 
 
Alice T. King (ca. 1953 – ca. 1984) 
Alice T. King was the widow of Charles B. King, who established the King Funeral Home in 
Austin in the 1930s.  Charles B. King died in 1941.  There was no obituary for him in the Austin 
newspapers. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles B. and Alice T. King as the owners of the house at 1107 
E. 6th Street, which was worth $3,000.  This house was next door to their funeral home 
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business.  Charles B. King was 51, had been born in Mississippi, and was the operator of a 
funeral home.  Alice T. King was 40, had been born in Tennessee, and was an assistant in a 
funeral home.  They had 2 children: Edwina T. King, 18; and John T. King, 17.  Both children 
had been born in Tennessee; neither had an occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles B. and Hattie J. King as the owners of a $10,000 home in 
Memphis, Tennessee.  Charles B. King was 45, had been born in Mississippi to a Pennsylvania-
born father and a North Carolina-born mother, and was the president of an insurance company.  
Hattie J. King was 40, had been born in Arkansas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 
children: Charlotte B., 20, who had been born in Arkansas; Vivian A., 19, who had been born in 
Arkansas; Charles B., 17, who had been born in Mississippi; and John I., 14, who had been 
born in Mississippi.  None of the children had occupations shown in the census report. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows C.B. and H.I. King as the owners of a house in Indianola, 
Mississippi, where C.B. King was an insurance agent.  Their four children as shown in the 1930 
U.S. Census are listed here, although they are all shown as natives of Mississippi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Story on the tribute to Alice T. King as the first African-American life member of the YWCA in 

Austin 
Austin Statesman, January 24, 1951 
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Story on Alice T. King winning the Woman of the Year award from the Zeta Phi Beta sorority 

Austin Statesman, March 10, 1954 
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Obituary of Alice T. King 

Austin American-Statesman, December 21, 1984 
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Story on the new King-Tears Funeral Home building 

Austin Statesman, May 13, 1971 
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Building permit to Rev. J.W. Bennett for general repairs (1943) 

 

 
Building permit to J.H. Dibrell for a frame garage (1952) 
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Building permit to Alice King for roof repairs (1966) and for a frame accessory building (1971) 

 

 
The 1900 Sanborn map shows the house with its front porch.  This is the first map to show this 

section of the city. 
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The 1922 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1900 map above. 

 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the earlier maps, but with the current 

address of 1308 E. 12th Street. 


