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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 25, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0226
4515 AVENUE C

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1910 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, front-
gabled independent porch; single 4:4 fenestration; shed-roofed addition to the rear.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built around 1910. The address first appears in the 1910-
11 city directory with an address of 4517 Avenue C. The first residents were Edward and
Katie Eppes, who lived here until around 1912. Edward Eppes was a house carpenter. He
later moved to Forney in Rockwall County, near Dallas, where he worked as a farm laborer.
He and Katie then moved to DeQueen, Arkansas, and ended up in suburban St. Louis,
Missouri, where they are buried.

From around 1912 until around 1923, the house was occupied by a series of blue-collar
craftsmen, including carpenters and painters. Around 1923, the house was purchased by
Roy and Ethel McCuiston, who lived here until around 1928, when they moved up the block
to 4519 Avenue C. Roy McCuiston was a carpenter, who then went to work as a draftsman
for Kuntz-Sternenberg Lumber Company. Arthur Stewart, a truck driver for the City
street department, and his wife, Octavia, are listed as the owners of the house in the 1929
city directory; the 1930-31 city directory shows Dave and Bertha Rich as the renters of this
house. He was a barber at the Hyde Park Barber Shop on Guadalupe Street. The house
was then a rental property until around 1942, when it was purchased by Jesse and Dovie
Fleming. The tenants of the house in the 1930s and early 1940s included a mechanic and
an electrician.

Jesse and Dovie Fleming were the owners and occupants of the house from around 1942 to
around 1953. Jesse Fleming was a painter, who also worked as a recapper for Firestone,
and as an attendant at Austin State School. From around 1953 until 1980, the house was
owned and occupied by John O. and Vallie Wier. John O. Wier worked with the Travis
Association for the Blind. Vallie Wier, who continued to live in this house after John
passed away, had no occupation listed in the city directories.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Either postpone to May 23, 2016 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition or initiate the
historic zoning case. This is a 105-year old house north of Hyde Park that is remarkably
intact. Although its occupancy history does not, at this point, indicate a significant
historical association, the house has architectural significance and every consideration to
rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, rather than demolition, should be given by the applicant.
If the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends completion of a City
of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History
Center.
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N 7"/ SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
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o LOCATION: 4515 Avenue C
L—a ZONING BOUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

"= 1 67 ' This product has been producad by CTM for the sole purpoze of geographic reference. No warranty iz made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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4515 Avenue C
ca. 1910

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
4515 Avenue C

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

April, 2016
1992 Roger E. and Rebecca Waguespack, owners
Roger: Assistant to business manager, University of Texas
Rebecca: Supervisor, Travis County
1985-86 Roger E. and Rebecca Waguespack, owners
Accountant, University of Texas
1981 Roger E. and Rebecca Waguespack, owners
Roger: Accountant, University of Texas
Rebecca: Operator, Telephone Company
NOTE: The directory indicates that Roger E. and Rebecca Waguespack were
new residents at this address.
1977 Vallie B. Wier, owner
Retired
1973 John O. and Vallie B. Wier, owners
Retired
1968 John O. and Vallie B. Wier, owners

Retired



1962

1959

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

D.18-4

John O. and Vallie B. Wier, owners
No occupation listed

J.O. and Vallie B. Wier, owners
No occupation listed

J.0. and Vallie B. Wier, owners
Employed by Travis Association for the Blind, 2101 S. Lamar Boulevard.

Jesse J. and Dovie V. Fleming, owners
Repairman, Firestone Retreading, 211 W. 4" Street
NOTE: J.0. and Vallie B. Wier are not listed in the directory.

Jesse J. Fleming, owner

Attendant, Austin State School

NOTE: Dovie V. Fleming is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: Jesse J. Fleming is not listed with an address in the alphabetical section
of the directory.

Jesse J. and Dovie V. Fleming, owners
Recapper, Firestone, 211 W. 4™ Street

Jesse J. and Dovie V. Fleming, owners
Painter

Evelyn Saunders, renter

No occupation listed

NOTE: Jesse J. and Dovie Fleming are listed at 2005 State Street; he was an
attendant at Austin State School.

John and Tessie M. Friday, renters
Electrical contractor (office at the house)

John and Tessie Friday, renters
Electrician

Vacant

A. Joseph and Dora Andrews, renters
Mechanic

David E. and Bertha Rich, renters
Barber, Hyde Park Barber Shop (Sidney E. Rich and A.L. Russell, proprietors),
4009% Guadalupe Street.

W. Arthur and Octavia Stewart, owners

Truck driver, City Street Department

NOTE: Roy T. and Ethel McCuiston are listed at 4519 Avenue C; he was a
draftsman for Kuntz-Sternenberg Lumber Company, 601-05 E. 5" Street.

Roy T. and Ethel McCuiston, owners
Draftsman, Kuntz-Sternenberg Lumber Company, 601-05 E. 5™ Street.
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1924 Roy T. and Ethel McCuiston, owners
Carpenter

1922 John L. and Rosa Mears, renters
Painter

NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.
NOTE: Roy and Ethel McCuiston are listed at 100 W. 30" Street; he was a
carpenter. 100 W. 30" Street was the home of his parents.

1920 Vacant
NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.
1918 L. Anderson and Willie M. Prichard, renters
Carpenter

NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.

1916 L. Anderson Prichard
Watchman
NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.

1914 Charles Jenkins
Carpenter
NOTE: L. Anderson Prichard is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.

1912-13 William Millsap
Laborer
NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.

1910-11 Edward E. Eppes
Laborer
NOTE: The house is listed as 4517 Avenue C.

1909-10 The address (4517 Avenue C) is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Edward E. Eppes is not listed in the directory.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Edward and Katie Eppes (ca. 1910 — ca. 1912)

Edward and Katie Eppes appear in the 1910 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which is
listed as 4515 Avenue C. Edward Eppes was 22, had been born in the United States, and was
a house carpenter. Katie Eppes was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had 2 children: Joseph, 3; and Ethel, 1.

His 1918 World War | draft registration card shows that Edward Eppes was living at Forney,
Rockwall County, Texas at the time of his registration. He was born August 14, 1885, and was
a farm laborer. His wife was Katherine Eppes. He was of medium height and build with light
blue eyes and brown hair.

According to the Find A Grave website, Edward Eppes was born August 14, 1885 in Travis
County, Texas, and died July 20, 1968 in St. Louis, Missouri. He was a farmer and builder. He
worked as a carpenter on the Army Post at San Antonio, Texas during World War | then moved
his family to DeQueen, Arkansas in 1918. He moved his family to Missouri in 1927. He and
Katie are both buried in Fenton, Missouri.



D.18-6

Roy and Ethel McCuiston (ca. 1923 — ca. 1928)

His 1917 World War | draft registration card shows that Roy Templeton McCuiston was living at
100 W. 30™ Street at the time of his registration. He was born January 7, 1893 in Austin wand
was a carpenter for Scott Yeomans in Austin. He was single and had his mother and sisters as
dependents. He was of medium height, slender build, had brown eyes and dark hair.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Roy and Ethel McCuiston as the owners of a house in Justice
Precinct 3 of Travis County. Roy McCuiston was 27, had been born in Texas, and was a house
carpenter. Ethel McCuiston was 21, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had no children listed with them.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Roy T. and Mary E. McCuiston as the owners of the house at
4519 Avenue C. Roy T. McCuiston was 37, had been born in Texas to Missouri-born parents,
and was a draftsman. Mary E. McCuiston was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had 3 children: Mary, 8; Roy L., 7; and Gwynne, 1.

McCUISTON, Mary Ethel, 79, 4519 Ave-
nue C., died Saturday. Services 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday at the Weed-Corley Funeral
Home. Survivors: husband, Roy T.
McCuiston, Austin; son, Roy L. McCuis-
ton, Austin; daughters, Mrs. Mary De
Berry, Austin and Mrs. Gwynne Clark,
Teaside England, brothers, Lural De-
ment, Dennis Dement and James De-
ment, all of Austin; 10 grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Obituary of Ethel McCuiston
Austin American-Statesman, October 10, 1977
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Roy Templeton McCuiston

- Roy Templeton McCuiston, age 94,
of Austin, died Monday,

Born in Austin, he was a lifetime
resident and lifetime member of First
Cumberland Presbyterian Church
which was co-founded by his father,
John Albert McCuiston. He was an
honorary member of Capitol Rod and
Gun Club.

Survivors include two daughters,
Mary DeBerry, Gwynne Clark, both of
Austin; son, Roy Buddy McCuiston of
Austin; ten grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; sister, Marjorie Nor-
wood, Austin,

Services, 10:00 AM, Thursday,
Weed-Corley Funeral Home, with Rev-
erend Charles Hughes officiating.
Burial, Oakwood Cemetery.

Arrangements by Weed-Corley Fu-
neral Home, 3125 N, Lamar, 452-8811.

Obituary of Roy T. McCuiston
Austin American-Statesman, April 15, 1987

1930 U.S. Census

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Awald E. and Phoebe M. Pokrant as the renters of this house.
Awald E. Pokrant was 32, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and was an
automobile mechanic. Phoebe M. Pokrant was 23, had been born in Florida, and had no
occupation listed. They had a son, Awald, Jr., 3, who had been born in Florida.

Dave C. and Bertha Rich (ca. 1930 — ca. 1932)

Dave C. and Bertha A. Rich appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at
1103 W. 38" Street. Dave C. Rich was 33, had been born in Texas, and was a barber. Bertha
A. Rich was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had 4 children:
Marie L.,11; David C., Jr., 5; Ruth R., 4; and Leslie E., 2. All of the children had been born in
Texas.

John and Tessie Friday (ca. 1936 — ca. 1939)

John and Tessie Mae Friday appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at
1306 E. 28™ Street, which was worth $3,500. John Friday was 32, had been born in Texas, and
was an electrical contractor in building construction. Tessie Mae Friday was 29, had been born
in Texas. They had 3 children: Joe Hayden, 13; Betty June, 9; and John Curtis, 6. All of the
children had been born in Texas.

Jesse and Dovie Fleming (ca. 1942 — ca. 1953)
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Jesse Fleming appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as an attendant at the Southwestern Insane
Asylum in San Antonio. He was single, 26, and a native of Texas. He is listed as the night
supervisor of the attendants. The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jesse Fleming as the 16-year old
son of D.M. and Elaude Fleming of Karnes County, Texas. Jesse had no occupation listed; his

father was a farmer.

Dovie V. Fleming
Dovie V. Fleming of Austin, died

Saturday, June.30, 1984.

Mrs. Fleming retired from Austin
State School after 30 years of service.
She was a member of the Bastern Star
Travis Chapter 472,

She was preceeded in death by a
son L.B. Harwell, She is survived by
her husband, J.J. Fleming, daughter,
Winona Hicks; daughter-in-law, Mrs.
Lucille Harwell; sister, Lorena Hick-
man; brother, Floyd Tucker; seven
grandchildren and eight graet-
grandchildren.

Services to be 11:00 AM Monday, at
Weed-Corley Fuperal Home with Dr.
Loyce Estes officlating. Burial, Capital
Memorial Park.

Arrangements by Weed-Corley
Funera! Home, :

Obituary of Dovie Fleming
Austin American-Statesman, July 1, 1984

John O. and Vallie Wier (ca. 1953 — ca. 1980)
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John O. and Vallie B. Wier as the owners of the house at 5312

Avenue F in Austin. John O. Wier was 42, had been born in Texas, and was a painter at the
State Hospital . Vallie B. Wier was 40, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had 4 children: Billy R, 14, a hop boy at a dairy; Nell D., 11; Charles A., 8; and Gay M., 3.

All the children had been born in Texas.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows John O. and Vallie Wier in Justice Precinct 1 of Harris County,
Texas. John O. Wier was a 32-year old Texas-born ice salesman. Vallie Wier was 30 and had
no occupation listed. They had 2 children listed: Billy R., 4; and Della N., 1.
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His 1918 World War | draft registration card shows that John Owen Wier was born January 31,
1898, and was a farmer in McDade, Texas. He was of medium height, a slender build, had gray

eyes, and brown hair.

WIER, John Owen, 76, 4515
Ave. C, died Thursday.
Services 3 p.m. Saturday at
Hyviun-Manor. Survivors: wife,
Mrs. Vallie B. Wier of Austin;
sons,. Billy R. Wier of Austin
and Charles A. Wier of El
Paso; daughters, Mrs. Frank,
(Gay) Mynck of Cedar Park

-and - -Mrs. R, .M. __(Nell)

Fleming of Austin; brother,
Merle Wier of Livingston;
sisters, Mrs. Maude Duncan of
Houston and Mrs. Minnie
Manahand of Waco.

Obituary of John O. Wier

Austin American-Statesman, November 1, 1974
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Vallie B, Wier

Vaille B. Wier of Austin
died Saturday.

Unti! her retirement she
was employed as a cierk
for the Depariment of
Public Safety. She had
been a resident of Austin
for thirty vears.

Funeral services will be
neld at 2:00 PM Monday at
the Hyltin-Manor Funeral
Chapel, with Reverend A.
D. Eberhart officiating. In-
terment wili be at Capital
Memorial Park.

She is survived by two
sons, Charies A. Wier of
San Angelo, and Billy R,

- Wier of Austin; two daugh-
ters, Ne (Rnbert) Flem-
ing of Austin, and Gay
(Frank) Myrick of Round
Rock; one sister, Dera De
Clandon of Austin; six
grandchildren, Mike Flem-
ing, Laura Fleming, Tnn_v
Wier, Tiim Wier, Lada RMyr-
ick Surratt, Lori Myrick;
and one greatgrandchild, .
Justin R. Surratt. |

Obituary of Vallie Wier
Austin American-Statesman, January 16, 1984




