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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 23, 2016 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2016-0033 
910 BAYLOR STREET 

WEST LINE 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1937 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled Colonial Revival frame house with a 
central, front-gabled entry hood on ornamental metal supports, twin gabled dormers each 
containing a pair of 6:6 windows, and single and paired 6:6 fenestration in the rest of the 
house. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1937 by Lawrence E. and Bess Ledbetter, who lived here until the 
early 1960s.  Lawrence E. Ledbetter was an electrician, and later superintendent for the 
State Board of Control, which had jurisdiction over the State Capitol grounds.  He was in 
charge of the building and grounds of the State Capitol for 40 years.  From the early 1960s 
on, the house was a rental property, with two apartments. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as non-contributing to the West Line National Register Historic District.  
Staff disagrees with this determination. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center, and the Commission’s review of any new construction on the site. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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910 Baylor Street 
ca. 1937 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
910 Baylor Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2016 
 
1992  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1985-86 A: Mark Adam, renter 
   Mechanic 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mark Adam was a new resident at 
this address. 

  B: August J. Rothe, renter 
   Manager, Baze Hair Design, 217 W. 4th Street. 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that August J. Rothe was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1981  A: No return 
  B: Fred Urban, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Fred Urban was a new resident at 
this address. 
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1977  Vacant 
 
1973  A: Artie L. Keinarth, renter 
   Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Artie L. Keinarth was a new resident 
at this address. 

  B: James C. Webb, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that James C. Webb was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1968  A: Vacant 

B: Thomas C. Chase, III, renter 
 Student 

 
1962  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 

Superintendent, State Board of Control 
 
1952  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Superintendent, State Board of Control 
 
1949  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 

Canine beautician, Tropical Pet Store, 915 W. 12th Street. 
 
1947  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Electrician, State Board of Control 
 
1944-45 Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Electrician, State Board of Control 
 
1941  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Electrician, State Board of Control 
 
1939  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Electrician, State Board of Control 
 
1937  Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter, owners 
  Electrician, State Board of Control 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Lawrence E. and Bess Ledbetter are listed at 1005 W. 10th Street; he 
was an electrician for the State Board of Control 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter (ca. 1937 – ca. 1962) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $4,000.  Lawrence E. Ledbetter was 58, had been born in Texas, and was an 
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electrician in the State Capitol.  Bess C. Ledbetter was 57, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 2 lodgers: Mary Johnson, 20, who had been born in Texas and was 
a stenographer in an architect’s office; and Lona Ray Martin, 24, who had been born in Texas, 
and was a stenographer in a life insurance office.  She had lived in Dallas in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter living a house they owned at 
1005 W. 10th Street.  That house was worth $6,000.  Lawrence E. Ledbetter was 48, had been 
born in Texas, and was a mechanic at the State Capitol.  Bess C. Ledbetter was 48, had been 
born in Texas, and was a secretary for the State Health Department.  They had an adopted 
daughter, Jane McCowan, 19, who had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  They 
also had a maid L, Lucy Castile, 20, who had been born in Texas, and is listed as a servant for 
a private family. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Lawrence E. and Bess C. Ledbetter as the owners of the house 
at 1005 W. 10th Street.  He was an electrical engineer at a hotel; she was a secretary for a chile 
factory. 
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Obituary of Bess C. Ledbetter 

Austin American-Statesman, March 19, 1966 
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News story on the funeral of Lawrence Ledbetter 

Austin American, March 18, 1968 
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Building permit to Lawrence Ledbetter for the construction of this house (1937) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Lawrence Ledbetter for this address (1937) 
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Sewer service permit for this address (1937) 

 

 
Building permit to convert the house to a duplex (1962) 

 


