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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 23, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0310 
1114 S. 5TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1947 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with minimal traditional styling; 
central, front-gabled entry hood; single and paired 6:6 windows; synthetic siding. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1947 by Pearl Blackmore, a widow who lost her husband in World 
War II.  Pearl Blackmore was a native Austinite, and had a twin sister named Merle; both 
were waitresses at a frozen custard stand in 1930.  After her husband’s death, Pearl built 
this house to raise her 5 children.  She never had an occupation listed in the city 
directories.  Her oldest son, Denis Blackmore, Jr., lived with her in this house in the 1950s.  
He worked as a service station attendant and as an electrician. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  The house is a typical post-World War II cottage, and there are still many of these 
houses dotting modest neighborhoods throughout the city.  Houses such as this one define 
the character of those neighborhoods, and applicants should seriously consider whether 
demolition is necessary. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1114 S. 5th Street 
ca. 1947 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1114 S. 5th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2016 
 
1992  L. Pearl Blackmore, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
  Retired 
 
1973  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
  Retired 
 
1968  L. Pearl Blacksmore, owner 
  Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
  No occupation listed 
 
1962  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 

Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
No occupation listed 
Also listed is Dennis Blackmore, Jr., an electrician for Atkison Electric, 1114 W. 
5th Street. 

 
1955  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 

Widow, Dennis Blackmore 
No occupation listed 
Also listed is Dennis Blackmore, Jr., U.S. Army. 

 
1952  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 

Widow, D.W. Blackmore 
No occupation listed 
Also listed is Dennis Blackmore, an attendant at Cobb’s Service Station, 601 W. 
6th Street. 

 
1949  L. Pearl Blackmore, owner 
  Widow, D.W. Blackmore 
  No occupation listed 
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1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Pearl Blackmore, the widow of D.W. Blackmore, is listed at 1102 W. 
Annie Street; she had no occupation shown. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Pearl Blackmore (ca. 1947 – ca.  1998) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Dennis and Pearl Blackmore as the renters of the house at 75 
Rainey Street in Austin.  Dennis Blackmore was 27, had been born in Texas, and was a painter.  
Pearl Blackmore was 26, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 
children: Dennis, Jr., 8; Billie R., 5; Myrna F., 4; and Grace, 1. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Pearl Glenn (Blackmore) as the 16-year old daughter of Maggie 
Glenn, who rented her house at 825 W. 11th Street in Austin.  Maggie Glenn was a 50-year old 
Texas-born widow with no occupation listed.  She had 6 children listed with her: Arnold, 27, a 
lineman for the telephone company; May, 21, an operator for the telephone company; Floyd, 19, 
a soda clerk at a drug store; twins Merle and Pearl, both 16, and both waitresses at a frozen 
custard stand; and Doris, 10, who had no occupation listed. 
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Obituary of Pearl Blackmore 

Austin American-Statesman, March 29, 1998 
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Obituary of Denis Blackmore, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, December 29, 1993 
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Water service permit to Pearl Blackmore for this house (1947) 

 
 

 

 
Sewer service permit to Pearl Blackmore for this house (1947) 

 
 

 


