
2016 Sidewalk 

Master Plan & 

ADA Transition 

Plan Update



Purpose

• Update Background

• Key Recommendations

– Vegetative Barrier Removal

– Commercial Driveways

– Connecting new development

– Performance Targets/Funding



Goals
• Encourage walking as a viable mode of transportation, improve pedestrian 

safety, and enable people to walk to and from transit stops

• Update the sidewalk portion of the City’s Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Transition Plan and set forth policies that will improve mobility for 

people with disabilities

• Help control air pollution and traffic congestion, and improve the quality of 

life in Austin, by including sidewalks and other 

pedestrian facilities as necessary and integral 

components of the transportation system

• Provide an objective mechanism for the City’s use in prioritizing new 

sidewalk construction and existing sidewalk repair and rehabilitation 

projects

• Incorporate goals and policies from the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
Plan and updated Complete Streets policy



Sidewalks in Austin Sidewalks by 
Council District

Existing Absent

District Miles % Miles %

1 253 11% 345 13%

2 264 11% 196 8%

3 178 7% 154 6%

4 160 7% 146 6%

5 278 12% 222 9%

6 301 12% 271 11%

7 262 11% 292 11%

8 315 13% 279 11%

9 198 8% 197 8%

10 200 8% 476 18%

Total 2,408 100% 2,578 100%



ADA Transition Plan for Sidewalks

1990 Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) 

Title II, Subpart A 

requires Public Entities 

to establish and 

maintain a Transition 

Plan to achieve full 

accessibility of existing 

public infrastructure, 

including existing 

sidewalk within public 

right-of-way. 

Transition Plan Requirements

• Inventory of physical barriers 

and proposed methods to 

remove them

• Schedule for barrier removal

• Public official responsible for 

plan implementation

• Proposed funding source for 

improvements

• Opportunity for disabled 

community input
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Vegetative Barrier 

Removal
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Public 

Awareness
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Removal 

Programs



Commercial 

Driveway 

Assessments



Assessments

Incentivize “Drivewalk” 

Reduction





Connecting New 

Developments



Revisions to City Codes 

Sidewalks treated as a basic 

transportation utility

1. Installation concurrent with roads 

2. Connected offsite to the 

sidewalk/transit network; 

OR

Mitigation fees for offsite sidewalk 

connections





Shared Streets



Subdivision entrance, less than ¼ mile 

to transit and convenience store, no 

offsite sidewalk connection was required



Shared Streets



Shared Streets

Subdivision entrance, 500 

feet from school, no offsite 

connection was required



Shared Streets



Great new 
sidewalks in front 

of building

Missing even a 
basic sidewalk 

connection 
offsite



Performance 

Targets & Funding
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Estimated Budget Summary

Existing 
Sidewalks

(75+ miles/year of ADA 
Transition improvements)

$15 million/year
(approximately 30% increase if funded entirely by 

Transportation User Fee)

New Sidewalks 
(39 miles/year)

$25 million/year 
($252M total if funded by 10-year bond program)

Total $40 million/year



Outcomes

Improved 
Air Quality

Healthier

Reduce Traffic
Increase Mobility

Accessible

Improved 
Social Capital

Happier


