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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 27, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0390 
1811 MADISON AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a full-width inset porch on plain, 
square, wood posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1951.  The first owners and occupants were Eugene and Kay 
Lankford, who lived here until around 1952.  Eugene H. Lankford was a student at the 
University of Texas; Kay Lankford was a clerk at T.H. Williams, a women’s clothing store 
on Congress Avenue.  In the early 1930s, the house was rented by Jerry and Laverne 
Basey; he was a plumber, and she was an office secretary for a lumber company.  The house 
was vacant in the mid- to late 1950s, then rented by Kenneth and Janice Berry in the early 
1960s.  Kenneth Berry was the proprietor of a home improvement business. 
From the mid-1960s through the 1980s, the house was owned and occupied by Avis 
Lorraine Pratt, a widow, who had worked as a clerk in the Austin public schools.  She was 
listed as retired throughout most of her occupancy of this house. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1811 Madison Avenue 
ca. 1951 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1811 Madison Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2016 
 
1992  Gene Rowland, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Gene Rowland was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Rowland Pratt, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  A.L. Pratt, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  A. Lorraine Pratt, owner 
  Widow, W.F. Pratt 
  Retired 
 
1973  A. Lorraine Pratt, owner 
  Widow, W.F. Pratt 

Retired 
 
1968  Avis L. Pratt, owner 
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  Widow, W.F. Pratt 
  Clerk, public schools 
 
1962  Kenneth and Janice Berry, renters 

Proprietor, Berry & Son Home Improvement (no separate listing in the directory). 
NOTE:  Avis Lorraine Pratt is listed at 905 Karen Avenue; she was an office 
secretary at Brentwood School 

 
1959  Vacant 
 
1955  Vacant 
 
1954  Jerry and LaVergne Basey, renters 
  Jerry:  Plumber 

LaVergne: Office secretary, Lamar Lumber Company, 2401 L. Lamar 
Boulevard. 

 
1953  Jerry and Laverne Basey, renters 

Plumber, Basey Company (J. Marvin and Joy Basey, proprietors), plumbing and 
heating contractors, plumbing supplies, 5111 Burnet Road. 

 
1952  Eugene H. and Kay Lankford, owners 

Eugene: Student 
Kay: Clerk, T.H. Williams Company, “Austin’s Exclusive Ladies’ 

Department Store,” 500 Congress Avenue. 
 
1949 The street is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Eugene Lankford is listed as a research scientist at the University of 
Texas; he lived at 2207 Tom Green Street and had no wife listed with him. 
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Obituary of Avis Lorraine Pratt 

Austin American-Statesman, January 1, 1992 
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Water service permit for this address (1951) 

 
 


