RESOLUTION NO. 20160623-082

WHEREAS, Imagine Austin affirms that the City Counctl “[p]rotect
historic buildings, structures, sites, places, and districts in neighborhoods

throughout the City”; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin is experiencing an increasing number of
demolitions in neighborhoods throughout Austin due to intense development

pressure throughout the city; and

WHEREAS, more than 1,200 homes fifty years or older have been
demolished since 2013; and

WHEREAS, on April 11, 2016, a building that housed one of the oldest
congregations in East Austin, Mount Sinai Baptist Church, was demolished

without a hearing by the Historic Landmark Commission; and

WHEREAS, several historic churches and other civic buildings of historical
and cultural importance within the City of Austin are currently threatened with
demolition, and a number of these structures exhibit significant features in the

landscape of African American history; and

WHEREAS, under current code, the Historic Preservation Officer has the
discretion to waive the requirement for a hearing before the Historic Landmark
Commission for the demolition for a building fifty years or older if the Officer’s
research indicates the building or structure may not be of historic or architectural

significance; and

WHEREAS, historic buildings such as churches, schools, and libraries
retain intrinsic civic value deserving of a hearing before the Historic Landmark

Commission; and




WHEREAS, waiving the requirement for a hearing before the Historic
Landmark Commission deprives the community of both proper notification and the

ability to exercise its right to speak about the proposed demolition; and

WHEREAS, the current Land Development Code requires that structures
proposed to be rezoned as historic landmarks be individually listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, designated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark,
State Archeological Landmark, or National Historic Landmark, or demonstrate

significance in at least two of five categories; and

WHEREAS, the first such category is “architecture” and the fourth is

k [

“community value,” defined as having . a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a particular group”; NOW,

THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

The City Council directs the City Manager to immediately require that any

application for a demolition permit of a building fifty years or older and dedicated
to civic uses, including but not limited to, ecclesiastical, educational, recreational,
charitable, hospital, and other institutional or community uscs, have a hearing

before the Historic Landmark Commission.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

The City Council initiates amendments to the Land Development Code
necessary to require Historic Landmark Commission review of particular building

demolition applications as set forth in this resolution. The City Manager will bring




the code amendment to Council for consideration no later than September 22,
2016.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

The City Manager will work with stakeholders, including the historic
preservation community and the Historic Landmark Commission, to deliberate and
make recommendations regarding potential amendments to Section 25-2-352
(Historic Designation Criteria) of the City Code and to refer to the National
Register Criteria for Evaluation of Historic Properties. The City Manager shall
report” his findings to Council no later than six months from the date of this

resolution.

ADOPTED: June 23 2016 ATTEST ‘
' Jannette S. Goodall
City Clerk




