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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0509 
310 COMAL STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1949 industrial building. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, flat-roofed, concrete building that stretches the entire block from Comal to 
Onion Streets along the south side of E. 4th Street.  The building has walls of hopper 
windows and glass in multi-light configuration; a two-story section in the middle of the 
south side of the building shares the architecture of the one-story sections. 
RESEARCH 

The building was built in 1949 by Capitol Linen Service, which had previously been located 
across 4th Street at 400 Comal Street.  The business name changed to National Linen 
Service in the early 1970s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The building is not listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone or initiate historic zoning on this building to determine feasible alternatives to 
demolition.  The building takes up an entire block, and while vandalized, appears to be in a 
condition where preservation and rehabilitation would be practical.  The role of Capitol 
(later National) Linen in the East Austin community has not yet been fully determined, and 
large, industrial-style buildings such as this one, dating from the late 1940s, are rare in 
Austin.  The size of this building may determine a variety of uses, from music and art 
studios to retail, restaurants, recreation, or offices.  If the Commission votes to release the 
demolition permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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310 Comal Street 
ca. 1949 

 
 

 
 



 D.18 - 4 

 
 

 
 



 D.18 - 5 

 
 

 
 



 D.18 - 6 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
310 Comal Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  National Linen Service 
  No manager listed 

NOTE: National Linen Service also had locations at 1500 E. 4th Street and at 
1307 Smith Road. 

 
1985-86 National Linen Service 
  No manager listed 
  NOTE:  National Linen Service also had a location at 1500 E. 4th Street. 
 
1981  National Linen Service 
  Howard Glass, manager 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that 310 Comal Street was the office, and there 
was another location at 1500 E. 4th Street.  

 
1977  Vacant 
 
1973  National Linen Service 
  James R. Wilson, manager 
 
1968  National Linen Service 

Jesse R. Darnell, manager 
 
1965  Capitol Linen Service 
  Leonard P. Meadows, Jr., manager 
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1962  Capitol Linen Service 

Jennings B. LeGrand, manager 
 
1959  Capitol Linen Service 

Irving Miles, manager 
 
1955  Capitol Linen Service 
  Irving Miles, manager 
 
1952  Capitol Linen Service 

Irving Miles, manager 
 

1949  The building is listed as under construction. 
NOTE:  Capitol Linen Service was located at 400 Comal Street; Jack Healey was 
the manager. 
 
 

 

 
Building permit to Capitol Linen Supply Company for the construction of this building (1949) 
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Water service permits to Capitol Linen Supply for this address (1949) 
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Sewer connection application by Capitol Linen Supply for this address (1949) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Capitol Linen Service for an addition (1956) 
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Sewer connection applications by Capitol Linen Supply, presumably for the addition (1956) 
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Building permits to Capitol Linen Service for an addition to the building (1967 and 1976) 

 

 
Equipment permit to National Linen Service for two 10,000 gallon tanks (1974) 

 
 


