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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 22, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0513 
1806 TREADWELL STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1955 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed brick-veneered house with multi-light, metal-
framed casement windows. 
RESEARCH 

There is no building permit for this house, but utility permits indicate that noted local 
builder A.D. Stenger had a hand in the construction of this house.  This is not the typical 
Stenger design, which was much more in keeping with the ideals of the mid-century 
Modern architectural movement, but there is no concrete evidence that Stenger did or did 
not design and build this house, since there is no building permit and no other record that 
indicates his level of involvement with the project. 
The first owner of the house was Joseph J. Serafin, who is also noted on the utility records 
with Stenger.  Serafin and his wife, Billie, came from Erie, Pennsylvania, where he worked 
as a clerk for General Electric.  In Austin, he is listed as a supervisor for the City.  The 
Serafins lived here until around 1957, and James S. and Bethel F. Henderson purchased 
the house.  They owned it until the sale to the current owners.  James S. Henderson was a 
salesman, then he and Bethel established the Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter 
(apparently from the house).  Around 1980, after James’ death, Bethel Henderson had 
Henderson & Henderson, a publishing firm. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  The house, even if not a Stenger design, represents some elements of mid-century 
Modern design, and is one of several mid-century Modern houses in this neighborhood, 
which is a little north and west of the heart of the neighborhood that Stenger designed 
(Airole Way and Arthur Street, off Rundell Place).  However, it does not appear to meet the 
standards for individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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1806 Treadwell Street 
ca. 1955 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1806 Treadwell Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2016 
 
1992  Bethel F. Henderson, owner 

Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the 
directory). 

 
1985-86 Bethel F. Henderson, owner 

Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the 
directory). 

 
1981  Bethel F. Henderson, owner 

Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the 
directory). 

 
1977  Bethel F. Henderson, owner 

Proprietor, Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical section of 
the directory). 

 
1973  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Proprietor, Henderson & Henderson (no listing in the alphabetical section of the 
directory). 
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1968  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical 
section of the directory). 

 
1965  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical 
section of the directory). 

 
1962  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical 
section of the directory). 

 
1959  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Proprietors, Texas Textile Maintenance Reporter (no listing in the alphabetical 
section of the directory). 

 
1958  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson, owners 

Salesman 
 
1957  Joseph J. and Billie F. Serafin, owners 
  Supervisor, City of Austin 
  NOTE:  James S. and Bethel F. Henderson are not listed in the directory. 
 
1955  Billie Serafin, owner 

Business machine operator, Department of State 
NOTE:  Joseph J. Serafin is not listed in the directory. 
 

1954  Albert R. and Marcella Reed, owners 
  Field auditor, State Education Agency 

NOTE:  Neither Joseph J. nor Billie Serafin are listed in the directory.  They do 
appear in the 1954 city directory for Erie, Pennsylvania, where Joseph Serafin 
was a clerk at General Electric. 

 
NOTE:  The house was built in 1955, and replaced an older house on the site. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:  
James S. and Bethel Henderson (ca. 1956 - ) 
According to his 1975 death certificate, James Shelby Henderson was living in this house at the 
time of his death.  He was born in 1883 in Illinois and was a sales executive for the Butler 
Manufacturing Company. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows James S. Henderson as the owner of a house in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  He was 56, had been born in Illinois, and was a sales manager for Butler 
Manufacturing Company.  His wife’s name was Lillian, 51, who had been born in Missouri and 
had no occupation listed.  Lillian had a daughter, Lora G. Henderson, 30, who had been born in 
Missouri and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows James S. and Lillian B. Henderson as the renters of a house in 
Kansas City, Missouri, where James S. Henderson was a salesman.  Lillian B. Henderson had 
no occupation listed.  Her daughter, Lora, when by the last name of Montgomery, and had no 
occupation listed. 
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Obituary of James S. Henderson 

Austin American-Statesman, March 6, 1975 
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Sewer connection application by A.D. Stenger and J.J. Serafin for this house (1955) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to A.D. Stenger for this house (1955) 
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