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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 

NRD-2016-0064 
1714 Cromwell Hill 

Old West Austin 
PROPOSAL 

Partial demolition to accommodate a new addition to the north and west elevations of the 
house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to add approximately 1,500 square feet to the house in two 
additions.  The existing two-story sunporch to the left of the principal block of the house 
will be converted to enclosed space with vertical metal siding on the first floor, horizontal 
metal siding on the second floor, steel-framed windows, and a metal roof.  There will be a 
new front door installed, and a cut stone ledge and bench in front of the house.  A two-story 
connector between the right side of the house and the garage will have horizontal metal 
siding.  A new hipped roof with metal sheathing will extend from the proposed connector 
across the garage door opening.  The back of the house will have vertical metal siding on 
the proposed rear addition and steel-framed windows.  The applicant is further proposing a 
metal awning which will require the removal of the existing balconet above the central 
front entry. 
RESEARCH 

This ca. 1938 Colonial Revival house was built by Earl and Marinda Middleton.  Earl 
Middleton was in the wholesale grocery business in LaGrange, Eagle Lake, and Beaumont.  
He retired in 1938 and moved to Austin.  After his death in 1945, his widow continued to 
live in this house until around 1957.  Marinda Middleton was president of the Colonial 
Dames of the 17th Century and state organizer for the Huguenot Society.  She also was a 
member of several colonial genealogical societies.  The house was then owned by Cecil B., 
Jr. and Eleanor Smith.  Cecil B. Smith, Jr. worked at his father’s auto dealership.  Around 
1966, the house was purchased by Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, who lived here through 
the 1990s.  Henry E. (“Mac”) Mecredy was from Virginia and was in the military until 1965, 
when he went to work for the City of Austin Planning Department.  He retired from the city 
in 1980. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design standards for 
additions to contributing houses.  General design principles for additions to contributing 
houses in historic districts emphasize compatibility in terms of size, scale, materials, 
fenestration patterns, and massing with the house and other contributing houses within 
the district. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff had earlier recommended a change in the material for the addition, but upon further 
reflection, the metal siding will have a wood-like appearance, and while a non-traditional 
material for the historic district, it is compatible with the materials of the house.  Staff 
recommends retaining the existing balconet and entry treatment for the house and 
removing the metal awning, which are not compatible with the district or the style of the 
house.  Staff does not have an objection to the additions, although staff continues to believe 
that a more traditional material and fenestration pattern would be much more compatible 
with the style of the house, but staff definitely feels that the existing house should remain 
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untouched and not “modernized.”  This is a classic example of Colonial Revival architecture 
and should not be compromised.  Staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center, to document the 
existing conditions at the house. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Rendering of the proposed addition. 

 

1714 Cromwell Hill 
ca. 1938 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1714 Cromwell Hill 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2016 
 
1992  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 

Henry: Proprietor, Walburg Company (not listed in the alphabetical 
section of the directory). 

  Virginia: Senior clerk, University of Texas 
 
1981  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 
  Henry:  Supervisor, City Engineering Department 
  Virginia: Senior clerk, University of Texas 
 
1977  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 

Research analyst, City Planning Department 
 
1973  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 

Senior planner, City Planning Department 
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Also listed are Martha J. Mecredy, a nurse’s aide at the Central Texas Nursing 
Home, 8007 Burnet Road; Virginia A. Mecredy, a student; and William T. 
Mecredy, a tech at the State Highway Department. 

 
1968  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr., owners 
  Employed by the City of Austin 

Also listed is William Mecredy, a student. 
 
1965  Vacant 
  NOTE:  Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy, Jr. are not listed in the directory. 
 
1962  Cecil B. and Eleanor D. Smith, Jr., owners 

Salesman and treasurer, C.B. Smith Motors, Volkswagens, 405 N. Lamar 
Boulevard. 

 
1959  Cecil B. and Eleanor D. Smith, Jr., owners 

Sales manager, C.B. Smith Motors, Dodge and Plymouth automobiles, 803 W. 
5th Street. 

 
1955  Marinda Middleton, owner 

Widow, Earl Middleton 
No occupation listed 
NOTE:  C.B. and Eleanor Smith, Jr. are not listed in the directory. 

 
1952  Marinda Middleton, owner 
  Widow, Earl Middleton 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Marinda Middleton, owner 

Widow, Earl Middleton 
No occupation listed 

 
1947  Marinda Middleton, owner 
  Widow, Earl Middleton 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Earl and Marinda I. Middleton, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Earl and Marinda I. Middleton, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1940  Earl and Marinda Middleton, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Earl and M.I. Middleton are listed at 1408-A Riverside Drive; neither had 
an occupation shown. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Earl and Marinda Middleton (ca. 1939 – ca. 1957) 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows Earl Middleton living in Victoria, Texas, 
where he was the manager of the Schuhmacher Company, a wholesale grocery company.  He 
was born in 1874, was of tall stature and had a stout build.  He had red hair and blue eyes. 
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The 1920 U.S. Census shows E. and Mrs. M. Middleton as the renters of a house in Victoria, 
Texas.  Earl Middleton was 45, had been born in Illinois, and was the manager of a wholesale 
grocery business.  Marinda Middleton was 43, had been born in Illinois, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 3 sons: E.B., 22; B.W., 19; and J.D., 14.  All of the boys had been born in 
Illinois, and all were students – the two older boys at the university.  With them lived Earl’s 
mother, an 82-year old Ohio-born widow with no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Earl and Marinda Middleton as the renters of a house in 
Beaumont, Texas, where Earl Middleton was the manager of a wholesale grocery business.  
Marinda Middleton had no occupation listed.  None of their children were listed with them. 
 
His 1945 death certificate shows that Earl Middleton was living in this house at the time of his 
death.  He was born in 1874 in Jacksonville, Illinois to the Rev. Samuel Middleton and his wife, 
Margaret.  He was a wholesale grocer. 
 
Her 1957 death certificate shows that Marinda Middleton was living in this house at the time of 
her death. She was born in 1876 in Gifford, Illinois.  She was a housewife. 
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Obituary of Earl Middleton 

Austin American, September 3, 1945 
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Obituary of Marinda Middleton 

Austin American, January 30, 1957 
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Funeral story for Marinda Middleton 
Austin American, January 31, 1957 

 
 

Henry E. and Virginia Mecredy (ca. 1966 - ) 
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Obituary of Henry E. Mecredy, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, September 12, 2006 
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Building permit to Earl Middleton for the construction of this house (1938) and to Henry E. 

Mecredy for repairs and remodeling (1978) 
 
 

 
Water service permit to Earl Middleton for this house (1938) 
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Sewer connection application by Earl Middleton for this house (1938) 
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