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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0560 
2012 ARPDALE STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, hipped-roof, L-plan frame house with single and paired 1:1 fenestration; metal 
awnings over the front windows, partial-width, flat-roofed entry cover. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 for Clyde and Virginia Johnson, who lived here until around 
1966.  Clyde Johnson was a switchman for the telephone company.  The house was then 
purchased by Chris and Janie Sosa, who lived here for the rest of their lives.  Chris Sosa 
was a venetian blinds installer for Dills-Challstrom, an old Austin company. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2012 Arpdale Street 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2012 Arpdale Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 
  Interior installer 
 
1985-86 Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 
  Window decorator 
 
1981  Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 
  Window decorator 
 
1977  Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 
  Installer, Dills Challstrom, venetian blinds, 312 Barton Springs Road. 
 
1973  Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 
  Installer, Dills Challstrom, venetian blinds, 312 Barton Springs Road. 
 
1968  Chris A. and Janie M. Sosa, owners 

Installer, Dills Challstrom, venetian blinds, 312 Barton Springs Road. 
 
1965  Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson, owners 
  Switchman, Telephone Company 
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NOTE:  Chris A. and Janie Sosa are listed at 3103 Fontana Drive; he was an 
installer for Dills Challstrom, venetian blinds, 312 Barton Springs Road. 

 
1962  Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson, owners 

Switchman, Telephone Company 
 
1959  Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson, owners 

Switchman, Telephone Company 
 
1955  Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson, owners 
  Switchman, Telephone Company 
 
1952  Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Clyde E. and Virginia Johnson are listed at 108 Academy Drive, 
Apartment 3; he was a cable splicer. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Clyde E. and Virginia H. Johnson (ca. 1950 – ca. 1966) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Clyde E. Johnson stationed at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio.  
He was 19, had been born in Texas, and is listed as a soldier in the U.S. Army.  He had lived in 
rural Blanco County, Texas in 1935. 
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Obituary of Clyde E. Johnson 

Austin American-Statesman, October 16, 1996 
 
 

 
 
 
Chris and Janie Sosa (ca. 1966 – ca. 2011) 
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Obituary of Chris Sosa 

Austin American-Statesman, July 19, 1995 
 
 

Janie Martinez Sosa 
Janie Martinez Sosa Janie Martinez Sosa was born December 6, 1931. She was 79 
years old, preceded in death by husband, Chris Sosa, parents, Mack G. and Nellie 
Martinez, and sister, Lena Pacheco. Janie is survived by her brother Mack G. 
Martinez II and wife Vera; sisters Virginia Garza and husband Mike, Sylvia Garcia 
and husband Louis; four sons, Xavier and wife, Wilma, Roy Sosa, David Sosa, Rick 
and wife, Donna. She was also loved and admired by her eight grandchildren, Celina 
Makinsi, Isaac and Blake Sosa, Christopher and Brandon Sosa, Amber and husband, 
Clayton Barnett, Eric and Stephen Sosa. Janie's great-grandchildren are Allura Sosa; 
Andrew Sosa and Jace Sosa. Janie graduated from Austin High School in 1949 and 
retired from the Department of Human Services after 28 years of dedicated service. 

Words can not express the devotion given and enjoyment received from volunteering at the South Austin 
Senior Citizen Center and San Jose Catholic Church. She enjoyed many activities but particularly 
dancing, watching her boys play baseball, playing dominos, and crocheting. She had the gift of gab and 
was a remarkable storyteller. She was an avid bowler and taught her sons to appreciate the game. Family 
and education were extremely important to her. She loved spending time around her four sons and 
inspired them to pursue degrees in higher education. The family extends their gratitude to Angel Heart 
Hospice and the nurses and staff at Carestone Assisted Living Center for the loving care and support 
they provided to Janie. Recitation of Holy Rosary will be at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, at Mission Funeral Home 
Serenity Chapel 6204 South First Street. Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:00 a.m., Friday, at 
San Jose Catholic Church. Interment will follow at Assumption Cemetery. 
 

Obituary of Janie Sosa 
Austin American-Statesman, April 14, 2011 
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Building permit to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Johnson for the construction of this house (1950) 

 

 
Water service permit to Howard-Douglas Lumber Company for this address (1950) 
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Building permit to Clyde Johnson to enclose the carport (1961) 

 
Building permit to Chris Sosa for an addition (1979) 

 
 
 

 


