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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0602 
2707 E. 3RD STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish two ca. 1950 houses. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The front house is a one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with double front 
doors in a Cumberland-style configuration under a central, partial-width, front-gabled 
independent porch on plain, square wood posts; single modern replacement 6:6 
fenestration.  The back house is a one-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof board-and-batten 
frame house with a shed-roofed entry hood and single 2:2 metal-framed horizontally-
configured fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

Building and utility permits for this address date from the late 1940s, but it is unclear as to 
whether the houses were actually constructed at that time.  The obituaries of the owners 
and occupants of these houses indicate that they moved into Austin from Manor and built 
these houses in 1950.  Paul and Jovita Medrano built these houses, and lived in the front 
house, while his parents, Apolonar and Marisca Medrano, occupied the rear house.  Paul 
Medrano was born in Mexico and lived in Manor prior to moving into Austin.  In Austin, he 
worked as a laborer and later cook for Aus-Tex Foods, which specialized in canned and 
packaged Mexican foods, including Walker’s Aus-Tex Chili.  Aus-Tex Foods was bought out 
by Frito-Lay around 1960, and Paul Medrano worked there as a machine operator until his 
death in 1963.  Jovita Medrano continued to live in the front house until around 1970. 
The back house, also built by Paul Medrano, housed his parents, and then his sister, Felisa 
Medrano.  Paul’s parents did not have occupations listed in the city directories, but Felisa 
Medrano worked as a presser for Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning.  Felisa Medrano 
continued to live in the back house during her retirement, while the front house was either 
rented out or owned by Anna Olvera, who worked for the University of Texas in the 1980s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

Neither house is listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, especially of the front house, which appears 
to be in good condition, then relocation over demolition, but release the permits upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center.  Neither house possesses the requisite architectural and historical 
significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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2707 E. 3rd Street 
ca. 1950 

 
Front house, ca. 1950 

 

 
Rear house, ca. 1950 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2707 E. 3rd Street 

 



 D.14- 4 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2016 
 
1992  Frank G. Estrada, renter 
  Retired 
  Rear: Felicita Mendrano, owner 
   Retired 
 
1985-86 Alberta Amezquita, renter 
  Construction worker 
  Rear: Felicita Mendrano, owner 
   Retired 
 
1981  Anna Olvera, owner 

Employed by the University of Texas 
Rear: Felicita Mendrano, renter 
 Retired 

 
1977  Anna Olvera, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  Rear: Felicita Mendrano, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1973  Robert and Alice Alvarado, renters 
  Laborer, City Sanitation Department 
  Rear: Vacant 

NOTE:  Neither Anna Olvera nor Felicita Mendrano are listed in the alphabetical 
section of the directory. 

 
1968  Jovita D. Medrano, owner 
  Widow, Paul Medrano 
  No occupation listed 
  Rear: Mauricia Medrano, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1965  Jovita Medrano, owner 
  Widow, Paul Medrano 

No occupation listed 
Rear: Mauricia Medrano, renter 
 No occupation listed 
Also listed is Felicita Medrano, a presser for Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
1514 Lavaca Street. 

 
1962  Paul S. and Jobita Medrano, owners 

Machine operator, Frito-Lay, foods, 406 San Antonio Street. 
Rear: Apolonar and Marisca Medrano, renters 
 No occupation listed 
Also listed is Felicitas Medrano, a presser for Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
1514 Lavaca Street. 

 
1959  Paul S. and Jonita Medrano, owners 
  Cook, Aus-Tex Foods, 406 Wan Antonio Street. 

Rear: Apolonar and Marisca Medrano, owners 
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 No occupation listed 

 
1955  Paul S. and Govita Medrano, owners 
  Assistant cook, Walker’s Aus-Tex Chili, 406 San Antonio Street. 
  Rear: Apolonar and Marisca Medrano, renters 
   No occupation listed 
 
1952  Paul and Jovita Medrano, owners 
  Laborer, Walker’s Aus-Tex Chili, 406 San Antonio Street. 
  No listing for a rear residential unit. 
  NOTE:  Apolonar and Marisca Medrano are not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Paul and Jovita Medrano are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Paul and Jovita Medrano (ca. 1950 – ca. 1970) 
Paul Medrano appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 16-year old son of Paul (Apolinar) and 
Margrete (Mauricia) Medrano, who rented their house in Precinct 2 of Travis County.  Paul 
Medrano was born in Mexico, as were both of his parents.  He had no occupation listed in the 
census report, but his father was a farmer.  His younger sister, Casameria, 14, had been born in 
Texas. 
 
Paul Medrano’s 1963 death certificate shows that he was living at this house at the time of his 
death.  He was born in 1917 in Texas, the son of Apolinar and Mauricia Medrano.  He died from 
an electric shock.  He was a laborer for a food company. 
 
Apolinar Medrano died September 14, 1963; he was living at this house at the time of his death.  
He was born in 1875 in Mexico and was a farm laborer.  His daughter was Felicitas Medrano. 
 
Mauricia Medrano was living in this house at the time of her death on January 17, 1981.  She 
was born in 1892 in Mexico and was a widowed homemaker. 
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Obituary of Paul Medrano 

Austin American, June 6, 1963 
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Obituary of Jovita Medrano 

Austin American-Statesman, March 19, 2004 
 
 
 

MEDRANO, Felisa 
November 20, 1917 - January 21, 2014  
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Felisa Medrano, age 96, of Austin passed away on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 after a brief illness. Our 
Tia Felisa was our touchstone, our conduit to our family's past. She was our direct connection to the 
beginning of our family in Texas. With her passing, a chapter in our family history is closed. But her spirit 
and memory lives on in each of us.  
 
Felisa was born in Manor, Texas. She was raised and worked on a farm in Pflugerville, Texas. In 1950, 
when Felisa was 33 years of age, she moved with her family to Austin, Texas. Her brother Pablo had built 
two houses on his property in East Austin. Felisa would spend the rest of her life living in the house her 
family had built. She became part of the neighborhood and a part of everyone's lives.  
 
Felisa worked cleaning houses and baby sitting when she first moved to Austin. This would set the tone 
for her life-working and helping her family and friends. Later she was hired by Austin Laundry and 
Cleaners. She worked there with several relatives from Manor. Felisa worked there until the laundry 
closed in the late sixties. She spent the rest of her life caring for her mother and for those lucky enough to 
know her.  
 
Felisa is survived by adopted daughter Renee Gorn, numerous nieces and nephews, grand nieces and 
grand nephews all of whom will cherish her memory and will forever know her as Tía Felisa.  
 
Family viewing 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 23rd with public viewing starting at 11:00 a.m. on 
Thursday at Mission Funeral Home, 1615 East Cesar Chavez Street. Rosary on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
also at Mission Funeral Home. Mass at Cristro Rey Catholic Church on Friday, January 24th at 10:00 
a.m., followed immediately with burial at Assumption Cemetery in Austin. 
 

Obituary of Felisa (Felicitas) Medrano 
Austin American-Statesman, January 24, 2014 

 
 
 

 

 
Building permit to Paul Medrano for the construction of this house (1946).  However, it does not 

appear that the house was built in 1946 – it was more likely built around 1950. 
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Water service permit to Paul Medrano for this address (1946).  However, it does not appear that 

the house was more likely built around 1950. 
 
 

 
Sewer service permit to Paul Medrano for this address (1947).  However, it is more likely that 

the house was built around 1950. 
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Building permit to Paul Medrano to construct the rear house (1948), although it is more likely 

that the house was built closer to 1950. 
 

 
Water service permit to Paul Medrano for the rear house (1948), but it is more likely that the 

house was built closer to 1950. 
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Building permit to Paul Medrano for a frame addition to the rear of the house (1963) 

 

 
Building permit to Jovita Medrano for remodeling and repairs (1974) 
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Building permit to Mauricia Medrano for remodeling and repairs (1978) 

 
 


