HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
OCTOBER 24, 2016
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2016-0661
1307 FORT BRANCH BOULEVARD
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PROPOSAL
Demolish a house that was moved onto this site from an unknown location in 1964.
ARCHITECTURE
One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with brick wainscoting; sliding
window fenestration.
RESEARCH
The house was moved onto this site in 1964 from an unknown location by a “Shed”
Williams, which may or may not be a relation of the first occupants of this house, Roger and
Essie Williams, who lived here until around 1970. Neither Roger nor Essie Williams had
an occupation listed in the city directories while they lived here, but the 1940 U.S. Census
shows that Roger Williams was a yard man for a private family at that time.
The house has been a rental property since around 1970, with tenants including a
construction worker, a mechanic, and a retired couple.
STAFF COMMENTS
The house is not listed in any City survey to date.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Encourage relocation over demolition, as this house represents an affordable housing unit
in East Austin, but release the permit as it does not qualify as a historic landmark.
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1307 Fort Branch Boulevard
Moved onto this site in 1964 from an unknown location

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1307 Fort Branch Boulevard
City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
October, 2016
1992

Vacant

1985-86

Sam and Mae P. Baker, renters
Retired

1981

Charlie and Freddie Thomas, renters
Mechanic

1977

Charles and Freddie Thomas, renters
Construction worker

1973

The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: There does not appear to be a listing for this Charles Thomas in the
directory.

1968

Essie Williams, owner
Widow, Roger W. Williams
Retired
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1965

R.W. Williams, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: Essie Williams is not listed in the directory.

1964

The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Earlier directories show Roger W. and Essie Williams at 1503 Hackberry
Street; he did not have an occupation listed.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:
Roger W. and Essie Williams (ca. 1964 – ca. 1970)
Roger W. and Essie Williams appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at
1503 Hackberry Street in Austin; that house was worth $1,600. Roger Williams was 49, had
been born in Texas, and was a yard man at a private home. Essie Williams was 35, had been
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had no children listed with them.

Water service permit for this address to Shed Williams (1963)
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Sewer service permit to Shed Williams for this address (1963)

Building permit to Shed Williams to move the house onto this lot (1964)
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Building permit to Shed Williams for a frame accessory building (1964)

