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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0827 
2004 E. 8TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, cross-gabled brick-veneered house with single and paired 1:1 fenestration; wood 
shingles in the tympanum of the front-facing gable.  The brick veneer was added to the 
house in 1959. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1939 by Earl and Homerzelle Swisher, who lived here until around 
1943.  Earl Swisher was a public school teacher.  He and Homerzelle eventually moved to 
the San Francisco Bay area of California, where they passed away. 
In the mid-1940s, the house was rented by Thomas and Ruth Mayes.  Thomas Mayes was a 
native of Hempstead, Texas, and graduated from Prairie View A&M College with a degree 
in agriculture.  He became the Negro Extension Agent for the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service around 1940, and in this capacity, he was instrumental in bringing new innovations 
in agriculture to African-American farmers in Travis County.  He also helped African-
American farmers secure loans and maintain both their farms and their credit.  He was a 
strong supporter of 4-H Clubs for African-American children, and worked diligently to help 
his constituents win awards for their agricultural projects.  He worked closely with Opal 
Washington in the Negro Extension Office; her home on E. 7th Street is also a city historic 
landmark, as is the site of the Negro Extension Office on Lydia Street.  By all accounts, 
Thomas Mayes was exemplary, influential, and inspiring to a large number of African-
American farm families in Travis County in his 30-year career.  Ruth Banks was also active 
in the African-American community in Austin; she was a public school teacher at 
Blackshear Elementary. 
From the late 1940s until around 1960, the house was the home of Walter and Phoebe 
Banks.  Walter Banks was a school teacher.  From the early 1960s until the mid-1980s, the 
house was owned and occupied by Emory and Kathy Williams.  Emory Williams was a 
warehouseman for Frostex Frozen Foods. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a 
priority for research. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to December 19, 2016 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition.  The house 
appears to be substantially intact and is a typical example of late 1930s residential 
architecture, plus has associations with Thomas Mayes, an influential leader in the 
African-American community, that warrants further investigation.  Staff will not 
recommend release of the permit, but if the Commission votes to do so, then staff 
recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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2004 E. 8th Street 
ca. 1939 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2004 E. 8th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2016 
 
1992  Fred D. and Gladys Overton, renters 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Fred D. and Gladys Overton, renters 
  Retired 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Fred D. and Gladys Overton were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1981  Emory Williams, owner 

Retired 
 
1977  Emory and Ruth Williams, owners 

Retired 
 
1973  Emory and Kathy M. Williams, owners 

Warehouseman, Frostex Foods, 1179 Springdale Road. 
 
1968  Emory and Kathie M. Williams, owners 

Warehouseman, Frostex Foods, 2617 E. 6th Street. 
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1965  Emory and Kathie M. Williams, owners 

Warehouseman, Frostex Frozen Foods, 2617 E. 6th Street. 
 
1961  Emory and Katie M. Williams, owners 

Warehouseman, Frostex Frozen Foods, 2617 E. 6th Street. 
 
1957  Walter R. and Phoebe Banks, owners 
  Teacher 

NOTE:  Emory and Katie M. Williams are listed at the rear of 2007 E. 13th Street; 
he was a warehouseman for Glazier Frosted Foods, 2617 E. 6th Street. 

 
1953  Walter R. Banks, owner 

Teacher 
 
1949  Walter R. and Phoebe Banks, owners 

Teacher 
 
1947  Thomas A. and Ruth M. Mayes, renters 

Thomas: Agricultural agent, County Negro Extension Service, 610 E. 7th 
Street. 

  Ruth M.: Teacher, Blackshear School 
 
1944-45 Thomas A. and Ruth Mayes, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Earl M. and Homerzelle Swisher, renters 
  Teacher, public schools 
  NOTE:  Thomas A. and Ruth Mayes are not listed in the directory. 
 
1940  Vacant 

NOTE:  Earl Swisher is listed at 1610 E. 7th Street; he was a public school 
teacher.  Homerzelle Swisher is not listed in the directory.  The 1939 city 
directory shows Earl and Homerzelle Swisher at 1208 Navasota Street; he was a 
public school teacher. 

 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Earl and Homerzelle Swisher (ca. 1939 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Earl and Homerzell Swisher as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $1,900.  Earl Swisher was 25, had been born in Texas, and was a public school 
teacher.  Homerzelle Swisher was 23, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 2 children: Earline, 23; and Homerzelle, 1.  Homerzelle’s mother, Lula Cash, a 56-
year old Texas-born widow, also lived in the house.  She had no occupation listed. 
 
Earl Swisher died in Alameda County, California in August, 1958.  Homerzell Cash Swisher died 
in Alameda County, California in January, 1985. 
 
Thomas A. and Ruth M. Mayes (ca. 1943 – ca. 1948) 
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Obituary of Ruth Mayes 

Austin American-Statesman, August 17, 1989 
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News story on the death of Thomas Mayes 
Austin American-Statesman, April 25, 1997 

 
 
Walter R. and Phoebe Banks (ca. 1948 – ca. 1960) 

 
Death notice for Walter R. Banks 

Austin American-Statesman, March 20, 1993 
 
Phoebe Banks died in Fort Worth in 2006. 
 
Emory Williams (ca. 1960 – ca. 1981) 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that Emory K.L. Williams was born in Buda, 
Texas in 1893, and was living in Austin at the time of his registration.  He was a laborer, who 
had a wife and 2 children.  He was of medium height with a stout build, and had black hair and 
black eyes. ?? Is this the father? 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Emory Williams, Jr., as the 24-year old son of Emory and Maude 
Williams, who owned their home at 709 W. Mary Street in Austin.  Emory Williams, Jr. had been 
born in Texas and was a truck driver for a wholesale produce company.  He was the 2nd of the 
couple’s 8 children.  Emory Williams, Sr. was 46, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer.  
Maude Williams, 44, had been born in Texas, and was a servant for a private family.  All of the 
children in the family over the age of 18 were employed at various jobs including a yardman, a 
servant for a private family, and a car greaser at a service station. 
 

 
Building permit to Earl Swisher for the construction of this house (1939) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Earl Swisher for this house (1939) 

 



 D.55 - 8 

 
Sewer service permit for this house (1939) 

 

 
Building permit to Emory Williams for repairs to the house (1959) 
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Building permit to Emory Williams for siding modifications (1959) 

 


