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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0751 
1909 COLLIER STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1955 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, front-gabled stuccoed frame house with a flat-roofed full-width independent 
porch; single 1:1 fenestration; the former carport has been converted to living space with an 
oversized 1:1 window facing the driveway (1980).  The windows were replaced in 2008. 
RESEARCH 

The first owners and occupants of this house were Roger and Irene Florida, who lived here 
until around 1960.  Roger Florida was a tire salesman for B.F. Goodrich prior to moving 
into this house, and Irene Florida was a clerk for the Steck Company, a large office supply 
and printing company.  While living here, Roger Florida operated a Texaco filling station on 
Burnet Road. 
From the early- to the mid-1960s, the house was owned and occupied by Charles and Letha 
Sparks.  Charles Sparks was a book-keeper for a popsicle machine company, and later the 
secretary and treasurer of Ice Cream Specialties of Texas.  The house has had a series of 
renters and owners since the late 1960s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, as the house, though modified, represents 
the architectural context of the neighborhood.  The house does not qualify as a historic 
landmark, so staff recommends release of the permit.  The usual request for a 
documentation package is not warranted here as the house was modified significantly in 
1980 and does not retain its historic appearance.  
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 D.17 - 3 

1909 Collier Street 
ca. 1955 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1909 Collier Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2016 
 
1992  Elizabeth G. Mudie, renter 
  Student development specialist, University of Texas 
 
1985-86 Roger Bennett, renter 

Student 
 
1981  Judith A. Glaser, renter 
  Registered nurse 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Judith A. Glaser was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  No return 
 
1973  W.E. and Alma Steele, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Gerald P. and Bennetta J. Davis, renters 
  Iron worker 
 
1965  Charles R. and Letha Sparks, owners 
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Secretary/treasurer, Ice Cream Specialties of Texas, (Taylor Glass, president), 
409 W. 6th Street. 

 
1961  Charles R. and Letha Sparks, owners 

Book-keeper, Polarmatic, popsicle machines (Taylor Glass, president), 1111 S. 
Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  The 1960 city directory shows Roger and Irene Florida at 4803 Roundup 
Trail in Sunset Valley.  He was a salesman for B.F. Goodrich, tires, 116 
Congress Avenue.  She was a supervisor at the Steck Company, office supplies 
and equipment, insurance and business forms, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 

 
1957  Roger C .and Irene H. Florida, owners 

Roger: Proprietor, Florida’s Texaco Service Station, 6900 Burnet Road. 
Irene: Chief clerk, Steck Company, office furniture, stationery, blank 

books, printers, lithographers, bookbinding, school book 
publishers, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 

  NOTE:  Charles and Letha Sparks are not listed in the directory. 
 
1955  F.L. Florida, owner 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is Irene Florida, an adjustment clerk at the Steck Company, office 
furniture, stationery, blank books, printers, lithographers, bookbinding, school 
book publishers, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 
NOTE:  Roger Florida is listed at 804 Rutherford Place; he was a salesman for 
B.F. Goodrich Company, tires, 923 Congress Avenue. 

 
1954  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Roger and Irene Florida are listed at 804 Rutherford Place.  He was a 
book-keeper for Quality Mills, 208 Nueces Street; she was a clerk for the Steck 
Company, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 
 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Roger and Irene Florida (ca. 1954 – ca. 1960) 
Roger C. Florida appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 15-year old son of W.K. and Ruth e. 
Florida, who rented their home on Turnerville Road in Travis County.  Roger C. Florida had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  His father, W.K. Florida, 45, had been born 
in Texas and was a farmer.  Roger’s older brother, William Florida, 19, was a farm laborer. 

 
Death notice for Roger C. Florida 

Austin American-Statesman, February 25, 2006 
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Obituary of Roger C. Florida 

Austin American-Statesman, February 26, 2006 
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Water service permit for this address (1955) 

 

 
Sewer connection application for this address (1955) 
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Building permit to Judith A. Glaser [sic] to enclose the carport (1980) 

 
The windows were replaced in 2008. 

 


