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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 23, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2016-0928 
405 W. 14TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1910 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof, frame American Foursquare-style house with 
single 1:1 fenestration on the front of the house and single 2:2 fenestration on the sides of 
the house, a central entry with a transom, and a two-story, flat-roofed, full-width 
independent porch on boxed wood posts; gablet on the front of the house. 
The house represents the identifying characteristics of the American Foursquare style of 
architecture, popular on city lots in the first two decades of the twentieth century.  
American Foursquare houses were designed to provide the maximum amount of interior 
room with their boxy massing, two-story height, hipped roof, and symmetrical composition.  
A large front porch also defines the style. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1910; the first occupants were Ida Tobin and her children, who lived 
here until around 1925.  Ida Tobin, a native of El Dorado, Arkansas, was a renowned 
society woman in the city who entertained often and lavishly in this house.  She was the 
widow of Dr. J.J. Tobin, a pioneer Austin druggist who later went into the stationery 
business.  Dr. Tobin came to Austin in 1870, and established a drug store with his brother, 
Dr. W.H. Tobin.  Around 1896, J.J. Tobin sold the drug business to his brother, who ran it 
at 700 Congress Avenue with E.P. Wooldridge as the vice-president. 

 
Antique glass medicine bottle from Dr. J.J. Tobin’s drug business (undated)  

Dr. Tobin had many other business interests in the growing city, including the 
establishment of a mule car line on Congress Avenue in the 1870s, and real estate ventures 
in both Austin and Round Rock, where he had another drug store.  In the 1880s, he ws on 
the board of directors of the New York, Texas, and Mexican Railway, which was planned to 
run from New York City to Mexico City, with a starting point in Texas.  He  opened Austin 
Book and Stationery Company, later Tobin’s Book Store in the 600 block of Congress 
Avenue, in the mid-1890s.  Tobin’s was the city’s largest stationery store.  After Dr. Tobin 
passed away in 1904, his widow, Ida, moved into a house at 9th and Lavaca Streets, and 
then in 1910, to this house.  The Tobin children, who lived in this house until they married, 
were also very prominent in the city’s business and social life.  John H. Tobin continued 
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Tobin’s Book Store, which also employed several other of the Tobin brothers.  R. Wallace 
Tobin, who lived in this house the longest, established a prominent insurance agency in the 
Scarbrough Building.  After Ida Tobin died in 1921, Wallace Tobin continued to live in this 
house until around 1925. 
The house was rented by Charles and Grace Nimon from around 1928 to around 1933.  
Charles Nimon was a Kansas-born traveling salesman for undertakers’ supplies.  He and 
his family eventually moved to Fort Worth, and then to Houston, where they died within a 
month of each other in 1943. 
Around 1936, the house was rented by Eugene E. and Mary Upshaw and their daughter, 
Mary R. Blair, and her husband, Jesse.  Eugene E. Upshaw was born in Louisiana but lived 
in Belton, Texas for many years before moving to Austin.  He was very active in politics in 
Bell County, and held several prominent positions with local and county government there, 
including serving as treasurer of the City of Belton, and as the deputy superintendent of 
the county schools.  After moving to Austin in the 1930s, Eugene Upshaw worked for the 
State Comptroller’s Office.  His son-in-law, Jesse W. Blair, was an auditor for the State 
Public Welfare Department.  After Eugene Upshaw and Jesse Blair both died, their widows 
(mother and daughter) continued to live in this house until around 1948. 
From the late 1940s until around 1960, the house was a rental property; around 1960, it 
was rented by Ava Atkinson, later Ava Crofford, who moved her photography studio from 
Guadalupe Street to this house.  She also lived in the house while operating her studio.  
She sold the business to John and Carolyn Windsor around 1980. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as a Priority 1 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 
Survey (1984). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to February 27, 2017 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition.  This house 
appears to qualify as a historic landmark for its architecture and historical association, and 
would also be contributing to a potential historic district in the Original Austin 
Neighborhood.  Every consideration should be given towards the preservation of this house. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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405 W. 14th Street 
ca. 1910 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
405 W. 14th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2014 
 
1992  Bob Bullock campaign office 
 
1985-86 Golson-Fitzgerald Interior Design-Furnishings 
  Judy C. Golson and Rene Fitzgerald, proprietors 
  NOTE:  Judy C. Golson also lived on-site. 
 
1981  University Studio, photography 
  John Windsor, proprietor 
  NOTE:  John and Carolyn Windsor also lived on-site. 
 
1977  University Studio, photography 
  Ava Crofford and Ann A. Froeschl, proprietors 

NOTE:  William L. and Ava Crofford also lived on-site.  William L. Crofford was 
retired. 

 
1973  University Studio, photography 
  Ava Crofford and Ann A. Froeschl, proprietors 

NOTE:  William L. and Ava Crofford also lived on-site.  William L. Crofford was 
retired. 
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1968  University Studio, photography 
  Ava Crofford, proprietor 

NOTE: William L. and Ava Crofford also lived on-site.  William L. Crofford was 
retired. 

 
1965  University Studio, photography 
  Ava Crofford, proprietor 

NOTE:  William L. and Ava Crofford also lived on-site.  William L. Crofford was 
the district manager for the Gibraltar Life Insurance Company. 

 
1961  University Studio, photography 
  Ava Atkinson, proprietor 
  NOTE:  Ava Atkinson also lived on-site. 
  NOTE:  William L. Crofford is not listed in the directory. 
 
1957  Wade and Bessie Dorsett, renters 
  Housekeeper 

NOTE:  Ava Atkinson is listed at 2027 Guadalupe Street.  She was the proprietor 
of University Studio at that same address. 

 
1955  Wade and Bess R. Dorsett, renters 
  Wade:  No occupation listed 

Bess: Saleswoman, Price’s, women’s clothing, 912 Congress Avenue. 
 
1952  Ellen Loney, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Alma H. Winder, owner 
  Widow, Howard Winder 
  No occupation listed 
 
1947  Mary R. Blair, renter 
  Widow, Jesse Blair 
  Employed by the State Department of Public Welfare 
 
  Mary Upshaw, renter 
  Widow, Eugene Upshaw 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Mary R. Blair, renter 
  Widow, Jess W. Blair 
  Accountant, State Department of Public Welfare 
 
  Eugene E. and Mary Upshaw, renters 
  Accountant, State Comptroller’s Office 
 
1941  Eugene E. and Mary E. Upshaw, renters 
  Auditor, State Comptroller’s Office 
 
  J. Wallace and Mary R. Blair, renters 
  Book-keeper, State Department of Public Welfare 
  Also listed is Mary M. Blair, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1939  Eugene E. and Mary Upshaw, renters 
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  Auditor, State Comptroller’s Office 

Also listed is Daisy Upshaw, a stenographer for the State Department of Health. 
 

1937  Eugene E. and Mary E. Upshaw, renters 
  Auditor, State Comptroller’s Office 

Also listed is Daisy Upshaw, a stenographer for the State Department of Health. 
 
  Jesse W. and Mary Blair, renters 
  Certifier, Texas Old Age Assistance Commission, 5th floor, Court House. 
 
1935  Mrs. Lura G. Hubert, renter 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Frank W. Hubert, a student at the University of Texas; Gussie M. 
Hubert, a stenographer for the State Board of Control; Lurleen Hubert, a typist for 
the State Comptroller’s Office; and Nona G. Hubert, a typist for the State 
Highway Department. 
 
NOTE:  Eugene E. and Mary Upshaw are listed at 609 W. 14th Street; he was an 
auditor for the State Comptroller’s Office.  Listed with them is Daisy Upshaw, a 
stenographer (no place of employment listed). 
 
NOTE:  Jesse W. and Mary Blair are listed at 609 W. 14th Street; neither had an 
occupation shown. 

 
1932-33 Charles W. and Grace Nimon, renters 
  Traveling salesman 
  Also listed is Rebecca Nimon, a typist for the State Comptroller’s Office. 
 
1930-31 Charles W. and Grace Nimon, renters 
  Traveling salesman 

Also listed are Grace Nimon, no occupation shown; and Rebecca Nimon, a 
stenographer at the State Comptroller’s Office. 

 
1929  Charles W. and Grace Nimon, renters 

 Traveling salesman 
Also listed are Grace Nimon, no occupation shown; and Rebecca Nimon, a book-
keeper (no place of employment shown). 

 
1927  Vacant 

NOTE:  Charles W. and Grace Nimon are listed at 307 W. 26th Street.  He was a 
traveling salesman.  Listed with them are Charles W. N9mon, Jr., an assistant 
storekeeper at Camp Mabry; Grace Nimon, no occupation shown; and Nelle 
Nimon, a teacher. 

 
1924  Wallace Tobin, renter 

Proprietor, Wallace Tobin & Company, fire, tornado, automobile, liability, 
livestock, plate glass, accident insurance, surety bonds, 804 Scarbrough 
Building. 

 
1922  Wallace Tobin, renter 

Proprietor, Wallace Tobin & Company, fire, tornado, automobile, liability, 
livestock, plate glass, accident insurance, surety bonds, 804 Scarbrough 
Building. 
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1920  Mrs. Ida M. Tobin, renter 
  Widow, John J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Wallace Tobin, proprietor, Wallace Tobin & Company, fire, tornado, 
automobile, liability, livestock, plate glass, accident insurance, surety bonds, 804 
Scarbrough Building. 

 
1918  Mrs. Ida M. Tobin, renter 
  Widow, John J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Wallace Tobin, proprietor, Wallace Tobin & Company, fire, tornado, 
automobile, liability, livestock, plate glass, accident insurance, surety bonds, 804 
Scarbrough Building. 

 
1916  Mrs. Ida M. Tobin 
  Widow, John J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Wallace Tobin, proprietor, Wallace Tobin & Company, fire, tornado, 
automobile, liability, livestock, plate glass, accident insurance, surety bonds, 815-
16 Scarbrough Building; and Cornelius D. Tobin, a reporter for the Austin 
American-Statesman. 

 
1914  Ida Tobin 
  Widow, John J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are James Pl. Tobin, a salesman at Tobin’s Book Store (John H. 
Tobin, proprietor), books and stationery, newspapers, periodicals, book and job 
printers and embossers, 606 Congress Avenue; and R Wallace Tobin, a notary. 

 

 
Undated postcard view of the interior of Tobin’s Book Store, courtesy AustinPostcards.com 

 
 
1912-13 Ida Tobin 
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  Widow, J.J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Charles Edward (“Ted”) Tobin, a salesman at Tobin’s Book Store, 
books and stationery, newspapers, periodicals, book and job printers, and 
embossers, 606 Congress Avenue; James P. Tobin, a salesman at Tobin’s Book 
Store; and R. Wallace Tobin, an attorney and notary public. 

 
1910-11 Ida Tobin 
  Widow, J.J. Tobin 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Charles Edward (“Ted”) Tobin, a salesman at Tobin’s Book Store, 
books and stationery, newspapers, periodicals, book and job printers, and 
embossers, 606 Congress Avenue; James P. Tobin, a salesman at Tobin’s Book 
Store; and R. Wallace Tobin, an attorney. 

 
1909-10 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Ida Tobin, the widow of J.J. Tobin, is listed at 900 Lavaca Street; she 
had no occupation shown.  With her lived James P. Tobin, a salesman for 
Tobin’s Book Store, books and stationery, newspapers, periodicals, book and job 
printers, and embossers, 606 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  Charles Edward (“Ted”) Tobin lived at 307 W. 6th Street; he was a 
salesman for Tobin’s Book Store. 
NOTE:  R. Wallace Tobin is listed as having “moved to Houston, Tex.”  He was 
an attorney. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
The Tobin Family (ca. 1910 – ca. 1925) 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows John J. and Ida Tobin living at 602 W. 9th Street in Austin.  John 
J. Tobin was 62, had been born in Alabama, and was a stationery merchant.  Ida Tobin was 53, 
had been born in Arkansas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 5 sons listed with them: 
David, 28, a lawyer; James, 25, a clerk in a stationery store; John H., 24, a clerk in a stationery 
store; Charles, 22, a clerk in a stationery store; and Wallace, 18, who was listed as being at 
school.  All of the boys had been born in Texas. 
 
Ida Tobin is listed in the 1910 U.S. Census as a 60-year old Arkansas-born widow living at 900 
Lavaca Street with her son, James, 35, who had been born in Texas.  Ida had no occupation 
listed; James was a clerk at a book store.  They had 2 servants: Gussie Jackson, and U.S. 
Gregg, but no additional information is listed in the census report on either of them.  Her son, 
John H. Tobin, 36, and his wife, Josie, also 36, were living at 600 W. 15th Street.  John H. Tobin 
was the manager of a book store. 
 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Robert Wallace Tobin was living in this 
house at that time.  He was born in 1881, and was an insurance agent with his office in the 
Scarbrough Building.  His mother is listed as his nearest relative.  He was of medium height and 
had a slender build.  He had gray eyes and brown hair. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Mrs. John J. (Ida) Tobin as the renter of this house.  She was a 
68-year old widow who had been born in Arkansas and had no occupation listed.  With her lived 
her son, C. David, 45, a stationery merchant, his wife, Lona, 45, who had been born in 
Louisiana and had no occupation listed; and another son, Robert Wallace Tobin, 36, a Texas-
born insurance agent.  The family had 2 servants: Viola Brooks, 30, a Texas-born cook; and 
Doughty Morrow, 23, a Texas-born chauffeur. 
 
Ida Tobin died in 1921. 
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J.J. Tobin  
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Funeral notice for John J. Tobin 

Austin Statesman, October 14, 1904 
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Story on Mrs. Ida Tobin’s bridge party at this house on 14th Street 

Austin Daily Statesman, January 22, 1911 
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Ida Tobin and her sons 
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News story on the life of Mrs. Ida Tobin 
Austin Statesman, February 27, 1921 
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Story on the estate of Mrs. Ida Tobin 
Austin Statesman, March 11, 1921 

 



 D.13 - 17 

 
Obituary of Ted Tobin 

Austin Statesman, July 6, 1929 
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Portion of the story on John H. Tobin’s run for Travis County Tax Collector that describes the 

Tobin family’s businesses in Austin 
Austin American-Statesman, April 3, 1932 

 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows R. Wallace and Fay Tobin as the owners of the house at 1305 
Woodlawn Boulevard.  That house was worth $7,500.  Wallace Tobin was 46, had been born in 
Texas, and was an insurance agent.  Fay Tobin was 36, had been born in Arkansas, and had 
no occupation listed.  Listed with them is Fay Tobin’s son, Hugh W. Heflin, 9, who had been 
born in Texas; and their daughter together, Fay E. Tobin, 2, who had been born in Texas.  The 
1940 U.S. Census shows Wallace and Fay Tobin as the owners of the house at 1509 
Woodlawn Boulevard, which was worth $6,000.  Wallace Tobin was a 58-year old insurance 
broker.  His step-son, Hugh Heflin, then 19, is listed with them, as is Wallace and Fay’s 
daughter, Fay Tobin, 12.  High Heflin did not have an occupation listed in the census report. 
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His 1960 death certificate shows that Robert Wallace Tobin was living at 1403 Northridge Drive 
at the time of his death.  He had been born in 1881 in Texas and was a widowed insurance 
broker. 
 

 
Wallace Tobin 
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Story on Wallace Tobin’s move to Houston 
Austin Daily Statesman, January 5, 1909 
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Obituary of Fay (Mrs. Wallace) Tobin 
Austin Statesman, October 15, 1951 

 

 
Story on the funeral of Fay (Mrs. Wallace) Tobin 

Austin Statesman, October 16, 1951 
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Obituary of Wallace Tobin 

Austin Statesman, February 25, 1960 
 

 
Story on the funeral of Wallace Tobin 
Austin Statesman, February 26, 1960 

 
 
Charles W. and Grace Nimon (ca. 1928 – ca. 1933) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows C.W. and Grace Nimon as the renters of this house.  C.W. Nimon 
was 53, had been born in Kansas to an Irish-born father and a New York-born mother, and was 
a commercial traveler for an undertaker business.  Grace Nimon was also 53, had been born in 
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Kansas to an Irish-born father and an English-born mother, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 2 daughters: Grace, 28, a stenographer; and Rebecca (who is listed as absent), 19, who 
had no occupation listed.  Both girls had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Charles and Grace Nimon living in a rented house in Gainesville, 
Texas, where Charles was a traveling salesman for undertakers’ supplies. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles and Grace Nimon living in a rented house in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where Charles was the secretary to the State Armory Board.  Grace had no occupation 
listed.  Neither of their daughters is listed with them. 
 
Charles William Nimon was born in 1876 in Leavenworth, Kansas, and died in March, 1943 in 
Houston, Texas, where he is buried.  Grace Nimon was born in 1876 in Scranton, Kansas, and 
died in April, 1943 in Houston, where she is buried. 
 
 
Eugene E. and Mary Upshaw (ca. 1936 – ca. 1948) 
Jesse W. and Mary R. Blair (ca. 1936 – ca. 1948) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows E. Eugene and Mary E. Upshaw as the owners of a house in 
Belton, Texas.  E. Eugene Upshaw was 59, had been born in Louisiana, and was the deputy 
superintendent of the county schools.  Mary E. Upshaw was 54, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  With them lived their daughter and son-in-law, Daisy and Ralph C. 
Anderson.  Ralph C. Anderson was 32, had been born in Texas and was an electric refrigerator 
salesman.  Daisy Anderson was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  The 
family also had a boarder, William H. Sparks, 28, a West Virginia accountant; and a roomer, 
Algee Shofner, 23, a sports reporter for a newspaper. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Eugene and Mary Ella Upshaw as the primary renters of this 
house, along with Jesse W. and Mary Blair.  Eugene Upshaw was 70, had been born in 
Louisiana, and worked in the State Comptroller’s Office.  Mary Ella Upshaw was 64, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  Their daughter, Daisy, 40, had been born in 
Texas, and worked as a stenographer in the State Health Department.  Jesse W. Blair is listed 
as Eugene Upshaw’s partner, but in reality, was his son-in law.  Jesse W. Blair was 47, had 
been born in Texas, and was an auditor in the State Public Welfare Department.  Mary Blair was 
45, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Mary 
Margaret Blair, 17, who had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed. 
 
His 1942 death certificate shows that Jesse Wallis Blair had been at the San Antonio State 
Hospital for almost 5 months at the time of his death.  He had been born in 1892 in Texas, and 
was a bank cashier.  He was buried in Belton, Texas. 
 
His 1945 death certificate shows that Eugene Earnest Upshaw was living at this house at the 
time of his death.  He was born on July 4, 1870 in Louisiana, and worked in the State 
Comptroller’s Office.  He was buried in Belton.  Mrs. J.W. (Mary) Blair was his daughter, and the 
informant on the death certificate. 
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From the Find-A-Grave website, a story from the Belton, Texas newspaper, May 7, 1914 
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News story on the suit brought by the State Attorney General against Eugene E. Upshaw for 

diverting funds from the City of Belton 
Austin Statesman, April 1, 1924 
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Obituary of Eugene E. Upshaw 

Austin Statesman, September 8, 1945 
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Obituary of Mary Upshaw 

Austin Statesman, December 29, 1958 
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Obituary of Mary Blair 

Austin Statesman, August 24, 1966 
 
Ava and William L. Crofford (ca. 1960 – ca. 1980) 
Ava Mae Monroe was born November 20, 1915 to Andrew J. Monroe, Jr. and Eulice Mae Templeton in Montague 
County, Texas. She was a well known professional photographer, and teacher in the Austin area. Ava owned 
University Studio in Austin and was a lifetime member of the Professional Photographers Association. She was a 
very recognized speaker, performing engagements throughout the country, and the First Woman with the designation 
as Master Of Photography Craftsman. She was an active member of the Soroptomist Club, and honored by the City 
Of Austin by having Ava Crofford Day. Ava was Invited to display Portraits in the Capitol Rotunda as one of the most 
50 prominent Women of Texas. In 1975, she wrote a book called "The Diamond Years Of Texas Photography", and 
she was a past Worthy Matron order of The Eastern Star. After her retirement, she was still very active in the 
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community. She is survived by one daughter: Ava Ann Fails and son-in-law Ned Fails of Buda, Texas, A 
granddaughter Denise Watson, husband Benny and children of Burnet. Grandson, Thomas Gaines Froeschl and  
children also of Buda. A sister Wanda McCAuley of Murfreesboro,Tn., Brother Rex Monroe and his wife Laverne of 
Bryson, Tx. William Crofford,Jr.,& wife Betty & children of Dallas. BJ & Wanda Durham & children of Houston,& Bill & 
Linda Fennell & children of Sequin,Tx. Visitation will be at Cook Walden Funeral Home, from 6 to 8pm on wednesday 
,May 31st. Graveside Services scheduled on Thursday June,1st,2000 at 10am, at Decker United Methodist Church 
Cemetery,located outside Austin in Manor,Tx.,with Rev.Paul Smith Officiating. Honorary Pallbearers will be Ava's 
Great-Grandchildren. Ava is preceded in Death by her parents, Andrew Monroe,Jr.& Eulice Templeton Monroe,& a 
brother Curtis Ray Monroe.  

From the Find-A-Grave website 
 
 

 
The site of the house is vacant on the 1900 Sanborn map. 
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The house appears on the 1935 Sanborn map. 

 
 


