
D.10 - 1 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0033 
2014 DEVERNE STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with a partial-width, flat-roofed, independent 
porch; single 6:6 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by local builder Carl Thornquist.  The first owners and 
occupants were Ed and Retta Hausler, who lived here from 1948 until around 1950.  Ed 
Hausler was a native of Fayette County, Texas, and worked as a placement manager for the 
Texas Employment Commission.  Retta was his second wife; she worked for the telephone 
company.  From this house, the Hauslers moved another house on DeVerne Street – at 
2011. 
From around 1953 to around 1964, the house was owned and occupied by Maury and 
Lorraine Wallace.  Maury Wallace was a foreman and inspector for the City Sewer Division, 
and later went to work for the City Street Department as a maintenance foreman.   
Since 1964, the house has had a series of short-term owners and renters, including an 
electrician and a widow.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2014 DeVerne Street 
ca. 1948 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2014 DeVerne Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2017 
 
1992  Ellen Walker, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Ellen Walker was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Kristin Meaders, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  J. Lipscomb, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that J. Lipscomb was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  Bernadette M. Nelson, renter 
  Retired 
 
 
1973  Dolores Einig, owner 
  Widow, Charles D. Einig 

Retired 
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1968  Marvin W. and Mary F. Helford, owners 
  Electrician, O.H. Cummins, 2706 S. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1965  Vacant 
 
1961  E. Maury, Jr., and A. Lorraine Wallace, owners 

Maintenance foreman, City Street Department 
 
1957  E. Maury, Jr. and Ava L. Wallace, owners 
  Foreman, City Sewer and Water Division 
 
1954  Eustace M. and Lorraine Wallace, owners 
  Inspector, City Sewer Division 
 
1952 Leonard A. and Florence W. McAllister, renters 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  E.M. and Lorraine Wallace are listed at 906 E. 38th Street; he was a clerk 
for Railway Express, 111 E. 9th Street and 123 W. 3rd Street.  The 1953 city 
directory shows Eustace M., Jr. and Ava L. Wallace at 906 E. 38th Street.  He 
was a salesman for National Life and Accident Insurance Company. 
NOTE:  Edwin L. and Retta Hausler are listed at 2011 De Verne Street.  He was 
a supervisor at the State Employment Commission; she was the chief teller at the 
telephone company. 
 

1949  Edwin L .and Retta Hausler, owners 
  Edwin:  Placement manager, Texas Employment Commission 
  Retta:  Teller, telephone company 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Edwin and Retta Hausler are listed at 1406 Hether Street.  He was 
employed by the State Employment Service; she was a supervisor teller at 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Edwin and Retta Hausler (ca. 1948 – ca. 1950) 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Edwin L. Hausler was living in La 
Grange, Texas at that time.  He was born in 1897 in Round Top, Texas, and was working for a 
grocery company in La Grange.  He was married to a woman named Edna Hausler.  He was tall 
and slender and had gray eyes and dark hair. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Edwin L. and Retta Hausler as the owners of a house in Houston, 
Texas.  Edwin L. Hausler was 43, had been born in Texas, and was the senior interviewer for 
the State Employment Service.  He had lived in La Grange, Texas in 1935.  Retta Hausler was 
29, had been born in Texas, and was a service observer for the telephone company.  She had 
lived in Taylor, Texas in 1935.  With them lived Retta’s sister, Vinnie R. Milton, 18, who had 
been born in Texas, was a local operator for the telephone company.  She had lived in McDade, 
Bastrop County, Texas, in 1935. 
 
His 1957 death certificate shows that Edwin Lowell Hausler was born in Round Top, Texas in 
1897 and was living at 2011 De Verne Street at the time of his death.  He was retired from the 
Texas Employment Commission. 
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Obituary of Ed Hausler 

Austin American, June 12, 1957 
 

 
Funeral notice for Ed Hausler 

Austin American, June 13, 1957 
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Eustace Maury, Jr. and Ava Lorraine Wallace (ca. 1953 – ca. 1964) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Maury E. and Lorraine Wallace renting an apartment at 76 Waller 
Street in Austin.  Maury E. Wallace was 24, had been born in Texas, and was a truck driver for 
Railway Express.  Lorraine Wallace was 21, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a daughter, Maury G. Wallace, 2 months. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Maury Wallace as the 14-year old son of E.M. and Willie Wallace, 
who rented their home in rural Hays County, Texas.  Maury was the 2nd of the couple’s 8 
children, and the oldest son.  All of the children had been born in Texas.  Maury Wallace is 
listed as a farm laborer.  His father, E.M. Wallace, 41, had been born in Arkansas and was a 
farmer.  His mother, Willie Wallace, 36, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  
Maury’s older sister, Nell, was a college student.  None of the other family members had an 
occupation listed in the census report. 
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Obituary of Ava Lorraine Wallace 

Austin American-Statesman, April 27, 1985 
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Obituary of Maury Wallace 

Austin American-Statesman, May 25, 1990 
 

 
Building permit to Carl Thornquist for the construction of this house (1948) 
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Water service permit to Carl Thornquist for this address (1948) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Edwin L. Hausler for this house (1949) 

 


