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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0030 
3901 BROOKVIEW ROAD 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1961 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, brick-veneered hipped-roof ranch-style house with single and paired 2:2 
horizontally-configured metal-framed windows; shed-roofed entry hood on an ornamental 
metal support. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1961 by H. Morris Stevens and his wife, Gwendolyn Schieffer 
Stevens, on the land that her parents, Emmett and Jeanette Schieffer, had purchased and 
built their home in 1948.  Emmett Schieffer was a retired dairy farmer whose family had 
owned this land for many years as a dairy farm.  He had no occupation listed in the city 
directories during the time that he lived on Brookview Road, but was a major figure in the 
development of the Cherrywood neighborhood – Schieffer Avenue bears his name.  H. 
Morris Stevens demolished Emmett Schieffer’s house in 1961 and built this ranch-style 
house for himself and his wife.  H. Morris Stevens was the chief clerk at the State Treasury 
Department for many years.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3901 Brookview Road 
ca. 1961 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3901 Brookview Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2017 
 
1992  H. Morris Stevens, owner 

Retired 
 
1985-86 H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Chief clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1981  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Chief clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1977  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Chief clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1973  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Chief clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1968  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Chief clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1965  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens, owners 
  Clerk, State Treasury Department 
 
1961  Vacant 

NOTE:  H. Morris and Gwendolyn E. Stevens are listed at 4011 Brookview Road.  
He was a clerk at the State Treasury Department. 
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NOTE:  The listings below are for the former home on this site, constructed around 1948 by 
Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer, the parents of Gwendolyn Stevens. 
 
1957  Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Emmett R .and Jeanette Schieffer, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer, owners 
  No occupation listed 

 
1949  Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer, owners 

No occupation listed 
 

1947  No houses are listed on Brookview Road. 
NOTE:  Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer are not listed in the directory. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer (ca. 1947 – ca. 1960) 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Emmett Richard Schieffer was born in 
1883, and was a farmer living on RFD 2 in Austin.  His wife’s name was Jeanette.  He was of 
medium height with a slender build, and had brown hair and brown eyes. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Emmett R. and Jeanette Schieffer living in a house they owned, 
worth $25,000 in Precinct 3 of Travis County.  Emmett R. Schieffer was 46, had been born in 
Texas, and owned a milk dairy.  Jeanette Schieffer was 43, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 4 children: John E., 23, a salesman at a lumber yard; Richard, 20, 
a student at a commercial school; David B., 17, high school student; and Gwendolyn E., 13, a 
junior high school student.  All of the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Emmet and Jeanette Schieffer living in a house they owned worth 
$15,000 on a road entered from Cameron Road on RFD 1 in Precinct 3 of Travis County.  
Emmet Schieffer was a 55-year old Texas-born dairy farmer.  Jeanette Schieffer was 53, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  With them lived their daughter, Gwendolyn, 
23, who had been born in Texas, and was a stenographer in the State Treasury Department. 
 
His 1959 death certificate shows that Emmett Richard Schieffer was born in 1883 in Austin, and 
was living at this house at the time of his death.  He was a retired dairy man.  Her 1960 death 
certificate shows that Jeanette Brown Schieffer was living in this house at the time of her death.  
She was a widowed housewife who had been born in Galveston, Texas in 1887. 
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Obituary of Emmett Schieffer 

Austin American, February 9, 1959 
 

 
Rosary service for Emmett R. Schieffer 

Austin American, February 10, 1959 
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Obituary of Jeannette Schieffer 

Austin American, January 12, 1960 
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Funeral mass notice for Jeannette Schieffer 

Austin American, January 13, 1960 
 

 
H. Morris and Gwendolyn Schieffer Stevens (ca. 1961 – ca. 1998) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows H. Morris Stevens as a lodger, living at 605 Bellevue Place in 
Austin.  He was 26, single, had been born in Texas, and was an accountant at the State 
Treasury Department.  He had lived in Omaha, Morris County, Texas, in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Morris Stevens as the 16-year old son of H.B. Stevens, and his 
second wife, Ada Stevens; they owned their home worth $10,000 in Omaha, Texas.  Morris 
Stevens had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  He was the youngest of H.B. 4 
children.  H.B. Stevens had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  Ada Stevens had 
been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  The only employed member of the family was 
Morris’ older brother, Boyd, 20, who was the manger of a dry goods and grocery store.  The 
1920 U.S. Census shows that H. Boyd Stevens was a dry goods merchant in Omaha, Texas, 
and was a widower. 
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Obituary of Gwendolyn Schieffer Stevens 
Austin American-Statesman, July 8, 1984 
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Obituary of H. Morris Stevens 

Austin American-Statesman, March 11, 1998 
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Demolition permit to H. Morris Stevens to demolish the earlier house occupied by Emmett R. 

and Jeanette Schieffer (1961) 
 

 
Building permit to the H.T. Baker Construction Company for the construction of this house 

(1961) 
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Water service permit to H.T. Baker, the builder of this house (1961) 

 

 
Sewer service permit to H.T. Baker, the builder of this house (1961) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve: 

There is a pending application for sub dividing the lot at 3901 Brookview. Application #  
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2016-081764 C8 
This house was built in 1961 but is significant as being the last homestead of the Schieffer family 
who farmed this area since the turn of the century. This lot has five heritage trees on it and is one 
of the nicer lots in the area. The developer is proposing to sub divide it into three lots and we 
suspect they will try to build six units total. 

This lot is not appropriate for this type of development and to do so will most likely result in the 
demolition of the house and removal of the trees. 

The Schieffer-Willowbroom NA is interested in possibly seeking historical status as a first step 
in becoming a Neighborhood Conservation Combining District. 

Your assistance is appreciated. 

David Boston 

Chair SWNA 

 
Steve: 

This is the house I contacted you on previously. It was owned by the Schieffer family who owned the original farm 
land in this neighborhood. They also donated the land for Maplewood elementary School. 

The property has five heritage size Oak trees on it as well. Keith Mars has been notified. 

Thanks 

David Boston 
Chair SWNA 
 
 
 
 

 
Steve,  
 
I am a member of the Schieffer-Willowbrook neighborhood association and live a block and half from the property 
in question. I think it's absurd that this very average 1960s house at 3901 Brookview would be considered a historic 
landmark. The house I live in on Grayson Ln. was occupied by the owner of the Continental Club for 40+ years, and 
while that makes for some very cool history, it doesn't make my house special for anything besides being a great 
place to raise my family. 

I am very concerned that David Boston has an interest in freezing our neighborhood as is and pursuing 
Neighborhood Conservation Combining District. When our neighborhood was built it was a whites-only working 
and middle class area. My 80 year old neighbor was a teacher. There is no way a teacher could afford to buy in our 
neighborhood now unless they were married to a banker, and our population is still only about 95% white (by my 
unscientific count of our very small NA). Starting to designate totally average homes as historic to avoid the 
construction of duplexes will not help diversify our neighborhood or help us move away from Austin's embarrassing 
status as the most economically segregated metro area in the country. 

sincerely, 
Jennifer Potter-Miller 
3909 Grayson Ln. 
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