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Presentation Notes
The following is an overview of the City of Austin’s current bicycle planning strategy



What is the Big Jump? 

 A three year challenge to 
double or triple bicycle 
ridership in a specific 
geographic area by 
completing the bicycle 
network and inviting 
people to bicycling 
through education and 
encouragement efforts. 

 Austin’s was chosen from 
among 90 other cities that 
applied for 1 of 10 slots. 
Other cities include: 
Baltimore, Providence, 
New York, Memphis, 
Tucson, Fort Collins, Los 
Angeles, Portland, New 
Orleans. 

 Austin’s focus area is the 
City’s central core. 

 



The Big Jump is guided by the 
Austin Bicycle Master Plan 

“To Create and Promote the 
best environment for the 
friendly co-existence of 
bicycle riders and other 

transportation users in Austin” 

“To maximize the 
contribution of bicycling 
to Austin’s quality of life” 

A Shift in Focus: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2014 Bicycle Master Plan was adopted in November of 2014
It includes an updated the vision to maximize the contribution of bicycling to meet the City’s goals rather than the previous vision focused on what Austin can do for bicycling.  This is the foundation for our approach to the conversation for the 2014 update.



The Big Jump is an Imagine 
Austin implementation strategy 
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Integrating Imagine Austin plan into 2014 Bicycle Plan
Bicycling is integral in all 8 priority programs



Interested but Concerned                
39%    

No Way No How       
44% 

15% 

Less than 20% of Austinites  
will ride in 

Bicycle Lanes 

Enthused & Confident  

Strong & Fearless 2% 

Four Types of Transportation  
Cyclists in Austin By Proportion of Population 
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Existing bicycle lanes based infrastructure attracts less than 20% of Austin’s population



Enthused & Confident  

Interested but Concerned                
39%    

No Way No How       
44% 

15% 

Strong & Fearless 2% 

More than 55% of 
Austinites  
will ride in 

protected bicycle lanes 

Four Types of Transportation  
Cyclists in Austin By Proportion of Population 
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A network of protected bicycle lanes will attract 55+% of the population.  If we want a significant increase in bicycling and the benefits it brings to the City and its citizens, we will have to pursue protected networks. 



Creating a Network: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Austin’s approach will involve all of these facility types (protected bicycle lanes (cycle tracks), quiet streets, and urban trails) to form one all ages and abilities network
Our street network does not support reliance on only one of these facility types and it is necessary to combine them all to form a network.
San Antonio currently has $110 million in urban trails on the ground and Houston and private entities have recently dedicated over 200 million to urban trails



The Big Jump is designed to bring 
benefit to mobility, affordability and 
public health in Austin. 

170,000 fewer daily trips  

460,000 reduction in vehicle miles traveled 

$170 million saved in direct driving costs 

annually 

15% of Austinites meet daily physical activity 

Reduced congestion on I35 

 



Key 
Community 
Assets 
• Yellow icons are 

partners in the Big 
Jump initiative 



Existing 
Low 
Stress 
Network 



Planned 
Low 
Stress 
Network 



Priority 
Low 
Stress 
Network 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 



Low 
Stress 
Network – 
By 
Facility 
Type 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 



Public 
Transport,  
Frequent 
Transit &  
B-Cycle 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

• Frequent Transit 
Service 

• B-Cycle Station 



Population 
Density 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

Hot Spots: 
• West Campus 
• Central North 
• Central South East 



Land Use 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

• Education 
• Hospitals 
• Commercial 
• Retirement & 

Student Housing 
• Parks 

 



Employee 
Density 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

Hot Spots: 
• UT 
• Medical Complexes 
• Downtown 
• Diffuse through 

Mueller, Central East 
& South of the river 

 



Households 
Below 
Poverty 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

• Central South East 
• Central East 
• North and East of UT 

 



Zero Car 
Households 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 

Hot Spots: 
• Some areas as high 

as 34-49% up to 56% 
• Low to mid teens 

around UT 
• 20 percent range in 

Central South & 
South East 



Central 
City Low 
Stress 
Feeders 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 



Bicycle 
Mode 
Share 

*All projects will undergo feasibility 
analysis, coordination and/or public 
process prior to installation or 
construction. 



Join Us! 
 

 

Austin’s Big Jump Kick Off! 
Community Bicycle Infrastructure Tour  

& Film Festival 

Thursday, May 11th 

Alamo Drafthouse Mueller 

1911 Aldrich Street 

6pm Bike Tour - 6:30pm Reception 

7pm doors open 
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In closing the City of Austin would like to extend an offer of assistance with bicycle planning and design to neighboring jurisdictions.
This is not a one size fits all approach but rather strategic approach to meet regional goals through the tool of bicycling, specifically through a strategic implementation of a network of all ages and abilities bicycle facilities that serves and captures short trip travel demand. 
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