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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 22, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0201 
1101 BELMONT PARKWAY 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1962 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, brick-veneered frame house with a projecting front-gabled entry 
and  projecting, front-gabled carport; single 8:8 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1962 by Richard F. (“Dick”) Brown and his wife, Ann Jarvis Brown.  
There is no indication of an architect for the house, which was built by Johnson Brothers 
Construction Company.  Dick Brown, who had been voted Austin’s Most Outstanding 
Young Man of 1961, was the executive vice-president of Newspaper, Inc., the publishers of 
the Austin American and Austin Statesman, as well as the acting managing editor of the 
newspapers.  The company, Newspapers, Inc.,  was founded by Brown’s family in Waco, and 
owned the newspapers in Waco, Austin, and Port Arthur.  Brown came to Austin in 1956, 
and in addition to running the newspapers, was very active in civic and philanthropic 
activities in the city, including the United Fund, the YMCA, the Headliners Club, the Red 
Cross, and the Chamber of Commerce.  He was noted for his work in broadening the city’s 
economic base to include research and electronics.  He became the publisher of the Austin 
newspapers in the mid-1960s, a position he held until the papers were sold to Cox 
Enterprises in 1976.  His wife, Ann Jarvis Brown, was also very active in local 
philanthropies and civic cases, including the Junior league, Campfire Girls, the Settlement 
Club, and the Travis County Women for Nixon.  After the Browns moved from the house in 
the 1980s, it was inhabited by their daughter, Beth Weber. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, and especially consideration of a restoration 
of the original appearance of the house.  The house has had a number of unsympathetic 
non-historic additions that have compromised its original 1960s design, but has strong 
associations to Dick and Ann Jarvis Brown, who built the house and lived here for over 20 
years.  If the Commission votes to release the demolition permit, then staff recommends as 
a condition the completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1101 Belmont Parkway 
ca. 1962 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1104 Belmont Parkway 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2017 
 
1992  Elizabeth Weber, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Elizabeth Weber was a new resident at this 
address. 
NOTE:  Elizabeth Weber was the daughter of Richard F. and Ann Jarvis Brown. 

 
1985-86 Beth A. Brown, owner 
  Tech, Century Animal Hospital (not listed in the directory) 

NOTE:  Beth A. Brown was the daughter of Richard F. and Ann Jarvis Brown. 
 
1981  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1977  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 

President, Newspapers, Inc., publishers of the Austin American-Statesman, 308 
Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  The listing for Newspapers, Inc shows James Fain as the president. 

 
1973  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 

Publisher, Austin American and Austin Statesman, 4th and Guadalupe Streets. 
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1968  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 

Publisher, Austin American and Austin Statesman, 4th and Guadalupe Streets. 
 
1965  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 

Executive vice-president, Newspapers, Inc., publishers of the Austin American 
and the Austin Statesman, 4th and Guadalupe Streets. 

 
1964  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown, owners 

Executive vice-president, Newspapers, Inc., publishers of the Austin American 
and the Austin Statesman, 4th and Guadalupe Streets. 

 
1963  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Richard F. and Ann J. Brown are listed at 5701 Susie Court.  He was the 
executive vice-president of Newspaper, Inc., publishers of the Austin American 
and the Austin Statesman, 4th and Guadalupe Streets. 

 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Richard F. and Ann Jarvis Brown (ca. 1962 – 1983) 
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News story on Richard F. Brown being named Outstanding Young Man of the Year in 1961 

Austin Statesman, January 11, 1962 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
News story on the departure of Richard F. Brown from his position of publisher of the Austin 

American-Statesman 
Austin American-Statesman, January 10, 1976 
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Ann Jarvis Brown 
Ann Jarvis Brown, age 71, passed away Friday, September 24, 2004, in Austin, Texas. She was born 
March 16, 1933, in Troup, Texas, to Gus and Velma Jarvis. Ann attended Ward Belmont School in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and later received a degree from Southern Methodist University in 1954. She was 
a member of the Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority. She married Richard F. Brown, former Austin American-
Statesman Publisher, in 1954. Along with her busy family life she devoted considerable time to a great 
number of charity and civic organizations. She served on the Boards of the Junior League, United Fund, 
Child & Family Services, Campfire Girls, Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority Alumnae, Settlement Club and Junior 
Helping Hand. She chaired such political organizations as the Travis County Women for Nixon and the 
George Bush for Senate Campaign. She was preceded in death by her parents and her daughter, Abby 
Hendrix. She is survived by her daughter, Beth Weber of Warwick, New York; son, Brian Brown and wife, 
Tracy of Austin, Texas; grandson, Christopher St. John and granddaughter, Courtney St. John, both of 
Houston, Texas; granddaughter, Samantha Brown and grandson, William Brown, both of Austin, Texas. 
She was a loving, devoted and generous mother and grandmother as well as a dear friend to many. The 
family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Sunday, September 26, 2004, at Cook-Walden 
Funeral Home . Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Monday, September 27, 2004, in the Colonial 
Chapel of Cook-Walden Funeral Home. Graveside services will be held at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
September 28, 2004, at Pinecrest Cemetery in Troup, Texas. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
in her name to the Junior League of Austin or Ronald McDonald House.  

Obituary of Ann Jarvis Brown 
Austin American-Statesman, September 26, 2004 

 
 

 
Building permit to Richard Brown for the construction of this house (1962) and to Richard Brown 

for a frame patio cover (1976) 
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Sewer service permit to Richard Brown for this house (1962) 

 
 
There was a permit for a bathroom addition and to remodel the existing house issued in 1993. 

 


