
RULE NO.: R161-17.06

NOTICE OF RULE ADOPTION ADOPTION DATE: May 31, 2017

By: Greg Meszaros, Director
Austin Water

The Director of the Department of Austin Water has adopted the following rule. Notice
of the proposed rule was posted on April 5, 2017. Public comment on the proposed rule
was solicited in the April 5, 2017 notice. This notice is issued under Chapter 1-2 of the
City Code. The adoption of a rule may be appealed to the City Manager in accordance
with Section 1-2-10 of the City Code as explained below.

A copy of the complete text of the adopted rule is available for public inspection and
copying at the following locations. Copies may be purchased at the locations at a cost of
ten cents per page:

Austin Water, located at 3907 S. Industrial Dr., Ste. 236, Austin, Texas. See Mr.
Eric Langhout, P.E.; and

Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, located at 301 West 2nd Street, Austin, Texas.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ADOPTED RULE

A rule adopted by this notice is effective on May 31, 2017.

TEXT OF ADOPTED RULE

The adopted rule contains no changes from the proposed rule.

R161-17.06: Proposed revision to the Utility Criteria Manual Section 2.4 & 2.5

UCM Section 2.4

• Section 2.4 — Throughout Section 2.4, we are changing Austin Water Utility
to Austin Water. This is in accordance with the change for Austin Water.

• Section 2.4.1 — This is done to change the Standards Committee Chairperson
to Jeff Kyle.

UCM Section 2.5

• Section 2.5.1 .A. — This change is being made to clarify the new name for
Austin Water’s Pipeline Engineering. Also, AWU is being changed to AW
per the direction of AW.



• Section 2.5.1.C — This is being changed per the direction of Austin Water.
• Section 2.5.1.F.9 — This was requested to make sure double lines are shown

on the plans for both existing and proposed mains 24 inches and larger. In
the past, only proposed mains showed double lines.

• Section 2.5.1.F.12 — This was requested to make sure double lines are
shown on the plans for both existing and proposed utilities 24 inches and
larger. In the past, only proposed water mains showed double lines.

• Section 2.5.2.A.6 — This was request from the Retail Customer Service
Division to ensure the existing meters are noted in the plans and are still
around.

• Section 2.5.3.A. 14 — This requirement was requested since it already
existing for the Water/Reclaimed Water section and should also be included
in the Wastewater section.

• Section 2.5.3.B.13 — This is being changed per the direction of Austin
Water.

The adopted rule contains no changes from the proposed rule. A copy of the complete
text of the adopted rule is available for public inspection and copying at the following
locations. Copies may be purchased at the locations at a cost of ten cents per page:

Austin Water, located at 3907 5. Industrial Dr., Ste. 236, Austin, Texas. See Mr.
Eric Langhout, P.E.; and

Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, located at 301 West 2nd Street, Austin, Texas.



SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

Austin Water did not receive comments regarding the rule adopted in this notice.

AUTHORITY FOR ADOPTION OF RULE

The authority and procedure for adoption of a rule to assist in the implementation,
administration, or enforcement of a provision of the City Code is provided in Chapter 1-2
of the City Code. The authority to regulate the installation of water and wastewater
facilities is established in the Texas Local Government Code Section 552.00 1 and Title
15 of the City Code.

APPEAL OF ADOPTED RULE TO CITY MANAGER

A person may appeal the adoption of a rule to the City Manager. AN APPEAL MUST
BE FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK NOT LATER THAN THE 30TH DAY
AFTER THE DATE THIS NOTICE OF RULE ADOPTION IS POSTED. THE
POSTING DATE IS NOTED ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THIS NOTICE. If the
30th day is a Saturday, Sunday, or official city holiday, an appeal may be filed on the
next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or official city holiday.

An adopted rule may be appealed by filing a written statement with the City Clerk. A
person who appeals a rule must (1) provide the person’s name, mailing address, and
telephone number; (2) identify the rule being appealed; and (3) include a statement of
specific reasons why the rule should be modified or withdrawn.

Notice that an appeal was filed and will be posted by the city clerk. A copy of the appeal
will be provided to the City Council. An adopted rule will not be enforced pending the
City Manager’s decision. The City Manager may affirm, modify, or withdraw an adopted
rule. If the City Manager does not act on an appeal on or before the 60th day after the
date the notice of rule adoption is posted, the rule is withdrawn. Notice of the City
Manager’s decision on an appeal will be posted by the city clerk and provided to the City
Council.

On or before the 16th day after the city clerk posts notice of the City Manager’s decision,
the City Manager may reconsider the decision on an appeal. Not later than the 31st day
after giving written notice of an intent to reconsider, the City manager shall make a
decision.



CERTIFICATION BY CITY ATTORNEY

By signing this Notice of Rule Adoption R161-17.06, the City Attorney certifies that the
City Attorney has reviewed the rule and finds that adoption of the rule is a valid exercise
of the Director’s administrative authority.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED

Gr,Director
DateS,2

Austi

_________________

Date: 5 /4 / 1
Anne L. Morgan ICity Attorney
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2.4.0 - STANDARD PRODUCTS LIST PROCEDURES  

2.4.1 - Introduction  

Through previous investigation, testing and usage by the Utility Austin Water (AW), certain types, 
brands and models of some products have established a satisfactory record for certain services. 
These products have been tabulated by manufacturer's names and identifying numbers on Standard 
Products Lists (SPL). Construction-related SPLs have been assembled into the Utility's AW’s 
"Standard Products List". The Standard Products List should not be interpreted as being pre-
approved lists of products necessarily meeting the requirements for a given construction project and 
products included in the lists shall not be substituted unless they are approved by the Engineer and 
the Austin Water Utility AW. Contractors electing to use products from the SPLs shall submit a list of 
products and the corresponding SPL number, together with the approvals for their use.  

Products in use by the Utility AW are subject to ongoing consideration and evaluation by the 
Standards Committee. When changes, deletions or additions become necessary and are approved, 
the product list will be revised and included in updates to the Standard Products List.  

Questions concerning the Utility's AW’s Standard Products List may be addressed to the Standards 
Committee Chairperson at 625 East 10th Street, Austin, Texas 78701 or call (512) 972-0204 
Jeff.Kyle@austintexas.gov.  

Source: Rule No. R161-15.07, 9-25-2015.  

2.4.2 - Austin Water Utility AW Standard Product Approval Process  

A. Product and equipment manufacturers shall submit a written request for consideration to the 
Austin Water Utility AW Standards Committee chairperson. This request shall comprise a 
complete submittal, in a single package for each product, and include the following:  

1. Product description, technical specifications and catalog information. 

2. All applicable product standards (AWWA, ASTM, ANSI, NFPA and others) and related 
manufacturer's certifications.  

3. Test results showing compliance with applicable standards, including independent 
laboratory test results, if necessary and which contain the name, address and telephone 
number of the laboratory and indicate who authorized or ordered the tests.  

4. Manufacturer's installation procedures for the particular product. 

5. Product availability and restrictions, if any, delivery time and manufacturer's location. 

6. Maintenance requirements, special equipment and procedures and recommended 
maintenance schedules.  

7. Product references (municipal or public users) shall include users name, address and 
telephone number, product application and number of years in use, and name and 
telephone number of a contact person having knowledge of the particular usage.  

8. Safety Data Sheets ; if applicable. 

9. Recent product revisions or improvements. 

10. Explanation of how the product benefits the Utility AW in terms of prolonged service life, 
reduced maintenance, reduced life-cycle cost and other relevant aspects.  

11. Quality control program covering manufacturing or fabricating of the product. 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=750590&datasource=ordbank
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B. If the submittal is acceptable, the chairperson shall submit it for consideration to the committee. 
Products may be requested for testing or field evaluation. Field evaluation for up to one (1) year 
may be required to assess performance.  

C. Following review of the submittals the committee may request a presentation by the 
manufacturer at a regularly scheduled or special committee meeting to demonstrate the product 
or provide additional information.  

D. Procedures for testing or evaluation shall be as agreed upon between the supplier and the 
Standards Committee. Results will become a part of the product file and will be made available 
to the supplier upon request.  

E. When products are evaluated in a construction or CIP project, the location and installation 
details shall be recorded in the inspection record and filed with AW the Utility. In addition, the 
installation shall be cross-referenced on all as-built plans, profiles, quad maps and other AW 
Utility maintained maps.  

F. A database listing all testing locations, time of test and results shall be compiled and periodically 
updated. From this information, the Standards Committee will recommend approval or 
disapproval of the products.  

G. A majority vote is required to accept any new product. The Utility AW will advise the applicant of 
the Standards Committee's decision regarding the product.  

H. The newly accepted product will be added to the appropriate Standard Products List (SPL).  

I. Problems regarding accepted products shall be submitted to the Sstandards Ccommittee for 
review. Such review may lead to a recommendation to rescind approval. The Utility AW shall 
inform the product manufacturer of the reasons for removal from the SPL.  

J. Updates to the Standard Products Lists (including additions and deletions of products and 
vendors, or changes to products descriptions) will be made on a Quarterly basis.  

Source: Rule No. R161-15.07, 9-25-2015.  

2.4.3 - Product Review  

Each SPL will be reviewed at least every five (5) years (Every two (2) years for new or unproven 
products). Products will be under constant evaluation as they are used in the water, reclaimed water, 
and wastewater systems.  

Source: Rule No. R161-15.07, 9-25-2015.  

2.5.0 - CONSTRUCTION PLAN INFORMATION AND SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS  

2.5.1 - General  

A. Construction plans for water, reclaimed water, and wastewater service shall be submitted to the 
Austin Water’s (AW) Utility's Utility Development Services (UDS) – Pipeline Engineering 
Division for verification of conformance to the City of Austin Standards and Specifications. The 
Pre-Construction Meeting must occur within two (2) years of the date of AWU plan approval, 
otherwise they must be resubmitted to the AW Austin Water Utility review team to ensure 
compliance with any changes in requirements related to health and safety.  

B. If the provider of service is a Municipal Utility District (MUD), Water Control and Improvement 
District (WCID) or private utility corporation, then prior approval by the provider of service is also 
required.  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=750590&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=750590&datasource=ordbank
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C. Plans submitted to AW the Austin Water Utility must show approved easements and/or permits 
on highway and/or railroad crossings.  

D. A Development Permit must be obtained from the Planning and Development Review 
Department prior to final plan approval.  

E. Plans that include fire lines must have approval by the City of Austin Fire Department and the 
Planning and Development Review Department.  

F. All water, reclaimed water, and wastewater plans will include the following items: 

1. Engineer's dated signature and seal of a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of 
Texas on each plan sheet.  

2. Date of Plans and revisions. 

3. North arrow and scale must be shown. The standard horizontal scale for plan and profile 
sheets shall be 1″ = 40′, 30′ or 20′ for the plan view. The vertical scale shall be 1″ = 4′, 3′ or 
2′. The same scale shall be used on all plan and profile sheets. For sheets other than plan 
and profile, horizontal scales of 1″ = 40′, 30′ or 20′ may be used as appropriate. The 
minimum size for plan and profile sheets shall be 22″ × 34″. Plan view and associated 
profile shall appear on the same sheet with the plan view at the top half of the sheet.  

4. A general location map, showing MAPSCO and grid numbers. 

5. Current standard City of Austin Water and Wastewater construction notes. 

6. Indicate on the cover sheet, the subdivision file number, include a copy of the service 
extension form, and show all required permit numbers such as development permit, Texas 
Department of Transportation permit, railroad crossing permit, etc.  

7. Volume and page number of recorded easement and of any temporary working space. 

8. For sites and subdivisions, show GIS numbers of all existing mains and appurtenances. 
For City-funded, City-reimbursed, and City-cost-participation projects, show GIS numbers 
for all existing and proposed mains and appurtenances.  

9. Size, pipe material, and location of main with respect to easements and rights-of way. 
Existing and proposed mMains 24 inches and larger shall be shown by double lines 
indicating pipe outside diameter.  

10. Property lines and dimensions, legal description, lot and block numbers, right-of-way 
dimensions, and curb and sidewalk locations and street names.  

11. Location, size, and material of all existing water, reclaimed water, and wastewater mains, 
lines and services. The direction of flow in the wastewater mains shall be indicated on the 
drawings. City of Austin record drawings for potable water, wastewater, and reuse water 
may not be reliable. The Engineer is encouraged to collect subsurface utility data 
according to American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Standard Guidelines for the 
Collection and Depiction of Existing Subsurface Utility Data.  

12. Location, size, and description of other existing and proposed utilities within the limits of 
construction.  Existing and proposed utilities 24 inches and larger shall be shown by 
double lines indicating the outside diameter. 

13. Curve data for roads, property lines, water, and reclaimed water lines. 

14. Final plat recording or land status report. 

15. Street address for all existing structures shall be shown on the lot(s) where the structures 
are located.  

16. Pressure zone designation for subject tract and zone boundaries where applicable. 



 

 

  Page 4 

17. Where water, wastewater, and/or reclaimed water mains cross each other, details shall be 
shown to indicate compliance with TCEQ requirements.  

18. Typical cross sections showing multiple utilities proposed to be within private streets or 
easements.  

19. An index on the cover sheet or on the 2nd page of the drawings. 

G. Final plan approval may require additional authorizations such as: 

1. Texas Department of Transportation permit. 

2. Railroad permit. 

3. Gas Company permit. 

4. Easement acquisition (Vol. and Page or document number listed on plans). 

5. County approval. 

6. Water District approval. 

7. Municipal Utility District approval. 

8. Texas Department of Health approval. 

9. Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

10. Non-occupancy letter. 

11. Service Extension approval. 

12. Planning and Development Review Department approvals. 

2.5.2 - Water and/or Reclaimed Water System Plans  

A. All plan view drawings shall include all applicable items listed in the General Requirements 
above plus the following items.  

1. Stations of all proposed connections to existing or proposed mains, if the service line is not 
perpendicular from the main to the property line.  

2. For proposed connections to mains or facilities to be constructed by others: identify the 
project by name, the design engineer, and service extension number.  

3. Station numbers for mains shall be identified for beginning points, ending points, points of 
curvature, points of tangent, points of reverse curve, points of intersection, valves, fire 
hydrants, other appurtenances and grade breaks.  

4. Station numbers shall be identified for the mains where they cross any other utility. 

5. Details of appurtenances shall be shown. 

6. The location of all existing and proposed services, mains, valves, fire hydrants, water 
meters, and backflow preventers shall be identified.  

7. One hundred year flood plain limits shall be shown. 

8. Proposed and affected existing mains shall be labeled with design velocities at maximum 
day plus fire flow and at peak hour flow.  

9. Calculated design pressure at highest and lowest lot served shall be shown. 

10. Location (beginning and ending station numbers) and type of thrust restraint shall be 
shown on the plan view.  

11. Retaining walls, including geogrid, straps, tiebacks and all other components shall be 
shown.  
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12. Culverts, bridges, and other drainage structures shall be shown. 

13. Fire hydrants, located so as not to conflict with ADA features, traffic signal foundations, 
sign supports, and other surface features.  

14. Geotechnical borings shall be shown. (required for City funded projects only) 

15. Auxillary water sources, if any, shall be shown. 

 

B. A profile drawing shall be provided for all water mains, per Austin City Code, Section 14-11-183 
(C)(2), showing all applicable items listed in the General Requirements plus the following items:  

1. The existing ground profile and proposed street finish grade or subgrade. 

2. Station numbers and elevations of all utility crossings. 

3. Station numbers and soil geology information at stream crossings to evaluate the need for 
special surface restoration.  

4. Identify pipe size, percent grade and pipe material to be used including ASTM and/or 
AWWA designation. If an alternate material is to be allowed, both should be listed 
(example "Dl. or DR14 PVC"). Lines must be included to indicate pipe flowline and crown.  

5. Station numbers and elevations for starting points, ending points, point of intersection, 
grade breaks, valves, fire hydrants, air release valves, pressure/flow regulating valves and 
at intermediate points every 100 feet.  

6. Retaining walls, including geogrid, straps, tiebacks, and all other components. 

7. Culverts, bridges and other drainage structures. 

8. Curb elevations at fire hydrant locations. 

9. Geotechnical boring graphic symbols, showing subsurface materials. (required for City 
funded projects only)  

10. Locations by station of restrained pipe, indicating type of restraint. 

11. Beginning and ending stations for encasement. 

12. Air valve vaults, and piping from the main to the vault shall be included in the profile view. 
The rim elevation for the vault shall be shown along with the ground profile from the main 
to the vault.  

2.5.3 - Wastewater System Plans  

A. All plan view drawings shall include all applicable items listed in the General Requirements 
mentioned above plus the following items.  

1. Station numbers and GIS numbers at all proposed connections to existing or proposed 
wastewater mains if the service line is not perpendicular from the main to the property line.  

2. For proposed connections to wastewater mains or facilities to be constructed by others, 
identify the project name, the design engineer and the service extension number.  

3. The location, alignment and structural features of the wastewater main, including manholes 
and concrete retards, if applicable.  

4. Station numbers and GIS numbers for beginning points, ending points, manholes, clean-
outs and other appurtenances.  

5. Details of all required appurtenances. 

6. Location of all existing and proposed wastewater services, mains and manholes. 
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7. One hundred year flood plain limits. 

8. A reference noting the field book notes for the original survey. 

9. Retaining walls, including geogrid, straps, tiebacks and all other components. 

10. Culverts, bridges and other drainage structures. 

11. Locations of geotechnical borings. (required for City funded projects only) 

12. Locations of bolted manhole covers. 

13. A plan view detail of the invert of each manhole or junction box having three or more pipes 
connecting to it, regardless of the pipe sizes, or when two pipes connect to a manhole at 
an angle other than 180 degrees from each other.  

14. Station numbers shall be identified for the mains where they cross any other utility. 

 

B. A profile view shall be provided for all wastewater mains and shall include all applicable items 
listed in the general requirements above plus the following items:  

1. The existing ground profile and proposed street finish grade or subgrade or finished grade 
if not under pavement.  

2. Station numbers and elevations of all utility crossings. 

3. Station numbers and soil geology information at stream crossings to evaluate the need for 
special surface restoration.  

4. Identify the pipe size, percent grade and pipe material to be used including ASTM and/or 
AWWA designation. If an alternate material is to be allowed, both should be listed 
(example "Dl or PVC"). Lines must be included to indicate pipe flowline and crown.  

5. Station numbers and elevations for starting points, ending points, manholes, clean-outs 
and at intermediate points every 100 feet.  

6. Elevations shall be indicated on the profile showing the finish floor elevations of all existing 
structures, If the structure has an active septic tank or other disposal system, the flow line 
elevation of the plumbing where it exits from the structure is to be indicated. If a lot or tract 
is vacant, side shots may be required from the middle of each lot to ensure gravity service 
is possible from the lot to the main.  

7. Peak dry weather flow and peak wet weather flow, as well as the associated velocities in 
each pipe.  

8. Retaining walls, including geogrid, straps, tiebacks and all other components. 

9. Culverts, bridges and other drainage structures. 

10. Rim elevations for manholes. 

11. Flow line elevations for all pipe connections at manholes and junction boxes. 

12. Geotechnical boring graphic symbols showing subsurface materials. (required for City 
funded projects only)  

13. Beginning and ending stations for encasement. 

(NOTE: AWU plan Approval shall expire three years from the date of current approval. If 
construction has not begun on the facility within three years of the approval date, Plans must be 
resubmitted for approval and must include all criteria in effect at the time resubmitted.)  
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