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Comprehensive Planning 

• City Charter Article X. Planning  
• Indicators 
• Timeline 



By the  
Numbers 
266 pages  
 (343 with appendices) 
231 Actions 
189 Policies 
8 Priority Programs 
1 Growth Concept Map 
1 Vision 



Plan Horizon  



City Charter  
Establishes the comprehensive plan and 
comprehensive planning as a… 
 
• Continuous and ongoing planning program 
• Guide to regulate and manage future 

development  
• Direction for all land development 

decisions,  regulations, and capital 
expenditures 



City Charter  
Charter elements 
• Future Land Use 
• Traffic Circulation & Mass 

Transit 
• Housing 
• Economic 
• Conservation & 

Environmental Resources 
• Wastewater, Solid Waste, 

Drainage, Potable Water 
• Public Services & Facilities 
• Public Buildings & 

Facilities 
• Recreation & Open Space 
• Health & Human Services 

Additional elements 
• Education, Children, & 

Families 
• Arts, Culture, & 

Creativity 
• Historic Preservation 
• Urban Design 



City Charter  
Every Year 
Annual Report (Program Monitoring) 
 
Monitor and oversee the effectiveness and 
status of the comprehensive plan and 
recommend annually to the council any 
changes in or amendments to the 
comprehensive plan as may be desired or 
required; 



City Charter 
Every Five Years 
Evaluation and Appraisal Report 
(Performance Monitoring) 
 
Prepare periodic evaluation and appraisal 
reports on the comprehensive plan, 
which shall be sent to the council at least once 
every five (5) years after the adoption of 
the comprehensive plan or element or portion 
thereof; 



Imagine Austin 
The Evaluation and Appraisal Report  
• Will allow for minor amendments and 

modifications based on changing local, 
regional, state, and national dynamics and 
trends, as well as the completion of 
highlighted programs.  

• Major updates may also be required to re-
assess the plan’s goals, policies, and 
priorities, and should occur at least every 10 
years. 



Indicators 
Complete Community Indicators   
• Refined to 38 indicators by the Comprehensive 

Plan Committee of Planning Commission 
• Baseline from 2012 

 
https://data.austintexas.gov/Government/Draft-
Imagine-Austin-Indicators/d7k5-jyb8  

https://data.austintexas.gov/Government/Draft-Imagine-Austin-Indicators/d7k5-jyb8
https://data.austintexas.gov/Government/Draft-Imagine-Austin-Indicators/d7k5-jyb8


Indicators 



Results  
Evaluation and Appraisal Report  
Results will answer  
• Are we moving the needle? 
• Does the plan need a minor or major update? 
• Where do we need to focus our efforts? 
• What else do we need to implement (tools, 

budget, partners)?  



Timeline 
April 2017 – receive initial data from priority 

program leaders and/or data contacts 
June 2017  – complete Imagine Austin Evaluation 

and Appraisal report 
July 2017 – present results to Planning 

Commission  
September 2017 – present results to City Council 
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