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As a homeowner for almost 40 years on Wilshire Parkway in the historic Wilshire Wood neighborhood, | have many
concerns about the teardown and rebuild at 4208 Wilshire Parkway. Our quiet cul-de-sac has 13 homes of various sizes
on a very narrow street under a canopy of heritage trees. Most of the homes, while aging, still are charming — even
quirky in Wilshire Wood/Wilshire Park fashion — and have the patina (and problems) of homes built in the mid-to-late
1940s.

The preliminary architectural drawings — shared at a called neighborhood meeting on May 17, 2017 — indicate the new
build will be a one-story, stone-faced, three-bedroom home with a metal roof and windows. The new owners, their
architect and their builder say the final structure will be in keeping with the look of many houses in the neighborhood
and they will make every effort to not harm the trees on their property or their neighbors’ properties. We appreciate
that and are grateful it will not be a two-story structure or a design that is in great contrast to those nearby.

But some of us still have many concerns. First, this will be the first new build in an established and historic Austin
neighborhood. I'm pretty sure this will not be the last and could pave the way to future demolitions/rebuilds that may
not be in keeping with the neighborhood.

| also have concerns about the effects of the demolition and months-long rebuild on those of us who live in the cul-de-
sac:
¢ Eight to nine months of noise from concrete and construction trucks on our tiny street from sunrise to sunset
(and their effects on tree limbs and roots and the street itself as they make their way in and out of the cul-de-sac
and around the island at the north end). The noise will be especially problematic for those of us who work from
home.
» The dirt, dust, rodents and roaches stirred up by the demoalition.
* The inconvenience and disruption to being able to get in and out of our residences to go to work, church,
appointments, grocery shopping, doctors’ visits, and the like.
¢ The effect on neighbors’ property taxes caused by the final expense of the purchase/demolition/rebuild at
4208. Our property taxes already are rising precipitously. While having a home worth more is good if you want
to sell your home, higher taxes are terrible if you want to stay in your home. The higher property taxes could
force some of us from the neighborhood we’ve loved and lived in for decades.

I believe most of us are resigned to the fact that this is going to happen, no matter what. We were even told that, if the
new owners were denied their request to demolish and rebuild, they would be doing extensive remodeling that would
take about as long and cause many of the same disruptions as the demolition/rebuild. That doesn’t make any of this
process “feel” like it’s the right thing to do or to diminish our fears about all the major disruptions soon to come to our
daily lives on Wilshire Parkway. It is regrettable that the current dwelling at 4208 does not meet the standards and
wishes of the new home owners, who say they learned after purchasing it that it is not habitable in its current state
(even after improvements to the foundation and plumbing of the structure by them and previous owners). The new
owners, Scott and Hansa Sa Lucy, seem like really nice people. | can only hope they were unaware of the burdens they
would be placing on their neighbors when they chose to purchase this older home in this older neighborhood.
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