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TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Asian American Quality of Life Advisory Commission
DATE: June 28, 2017

SUBIECT: FY 2018 Budget Request

Asian Americans are currently the fastest growing community in Austin, surging from
three percent of Austin’s population in 2000 to seven percent in 2014. In recognition of
these changing demographics, the Austin City Council, in consultation and coordination
with Asian American community organizations, initiated studies and surveys designed to
better understand the needs of this fast growing population.

NEED TO INCLUDE ASIAN AMERICANS IN 2018 BASE BUDGET

Subsequent to these studies and at the urging of this Advisory Commission, City Council
approved specific budget items in the FY 2017 budget for programs providing services
targeted to the unmet needs of the Asian American community. This marked the first
time that the City of Austin provided specific funding for access to services for the Asian
American community in Austin. Unfortunately, the approved budget items were only
awarded for FY 2017 with no assurance of inclusion in the FY 2018 base budget or
beyond. This Advisory Commission would like to emphasize that without continued
funding for these programs, any momentum gained in addressing the long unmet needs of
the Asian American community will be lost. Therefore, the Asian American Quality of
Life Commission requests that the City of Austin continue its commitment to serve the
unmet and undermet needs of the growing Asian American community. The attached
budget recommendations would help address the current gap that exists in services to the
Asian American community and lay the groundwork for meeting future needs. Each item
in the list also includes a description of how it addresses the goals of the Council
Strategic Outcomes and Indicators adopted by Council on April 5, 2017.

The recommendations continue the initial investment from 2017, address the increased
demand that has been identified and establishes City positions that can support needed
services. The poverty rate for Asian Americans is comparable to the general population
and cultural/language limitations provide additional barriers, but that isn’t addressed in
the services currently provided.
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INSTITUTIONAL RACISM AND SYSTEMIC INEQUITY WORKS TO EXCLUDE
ASIAN AMERICANS

A survey of various departments has shown that Asian American, limited English
proficiency populations have often never received City services and that the City and the
traditional non-profits that receive grants from the City have historically failed to serve
these residents. This is an inherent structural inequity that must be addressed. The
Mayor’s Task Force on Institutional Racism and Systemic Inequities was formed to help
identify and address exactly these types of issues, and a member of our Commission who
is on the Task Force has helped us to do just that. To be clear, Asian Americans pay
taxes in the City of Austin, but many Asian Americans with limited English proficiency,
including seniors and low-income residents, are not receiving services directly or
indirectly from the City through the base budget. Our Commission believes that this
must change and the change must occur with this budget cycle. The attached budget
recommendations can begin to help address these inequities and the barriers to
service faced by Asian American residents and continue the movement toward a
more inclusive City.

We thank you for your consideration and ongoing support of the Asian American and
Pacific Islander community.

Attachment: FY 2018 base budget recommendations
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