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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 24, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0299 
2508 GALEWOOD PLACE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1950 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, shallow hipped roofed brick veneered house with double sets of 
multi-light, metal framed casement windows; the principal entry is framed in wood siding. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built by local contractor Frank Rundell in 1950.  The first owners and 
occupants were Professor Gordon V. Anderson and his wife, Atha; they lived here from 
around 1950 to around 1970.  Professor Anderson was a native of Nebraska, and after 
receiving his graduate degrees and teaching elsewhere, he joined the faculty of the 
University of Texas in 1947, where he taught educational psychology.  He was the director 
of the Testing and Counseling Center from 1958 to 1965, and chair of the Department of 
Educational Psychology from 1965 to 1972.  He retired in 1979. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
The house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a brick-veneered ca. 1950 house with minimal 
International Style details, especially in the expanses of metal-framed multi-
light casement windows.  However, the house does not qualify as a historic 
landmark for its architectural merit. 

b. Historical association. The house was the long-time home of Professor Gordon 
V. Anderson, a professor of educational psychology at the University of Texas, 
but there do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   



 D.6 - 2 
LOCATION MAP 
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2508 Galewood Place 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2508 Galewood Place 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2017 
 
1992  Patricia Hart, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Patricia Hart was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Buddy and Jan Barfield, renters 
  Commercial real estate broker 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Buddy and Jan Barfield were new residents 
at this address. 

 
1981  Patricia W. Hart, owner 
  Counseling specialist, University of Texas 
 
1977  Patricia W. Hart, renter 
  Employed in the Counseling Center at the University of Texas. 
 
1973  David W. and Judy W. Halstead, owners 
  Psychologist, 2813 Rio Grande Street. 
 
1968  Gordon V. and Atha G. Anderson, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 



 D.6 - 4 
 
1965  Gordon V. and Atha G. Anderson, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1961  Gordon V. and Atha G. Anderson, owners 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1957  Gordon V. and Atha G. Anderson, owners 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1953  Gordon V. Anderson, owner 

Professor, University of Texas 
 
1952  Gordon V. and Atha G. Anderson, owners 

Assistant director, University of Texas 
 
1949 The street is not listed in the directory. 
 NOTE:  Gordon V. and Atha Anderson are listed at 4419 Sinclair Avenue; he was 

a lecturer at the University of Texas. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Gordon V. and Atha Anderson (ca. 1950 – ca. 1970) 
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Obituary of Gordon V. Anderson 

Austin American-Statesman, March 15, 1991 
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Obituary of Atha Anderson 

Austin American-Statesman, November 26, 1997 
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Water service permit to Frank Rundell for this address (1950) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Frank Rundell for this address (1950) 
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Building permit to Gordon Anderson for a frame addition (1969) 

 


