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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
AUGUST 28, 2017
APPLICATION FOR A NAME CHANGE FOR A HISTORIC LANDMARK
C14H-1989-0022
Ruggles-Smith House
1600 Rio Grande Street
PROPOSAL

The property owner requests that his name be added to the name of the house — from the
Ruggles-Smith House to the Ruggles-Smith-Olian House.

PROPOSAL SPECIFICATIONS

Mo Olian has owned the Ruggles-Smith house since July 30, 1974, and applied to designate
the house as a historic landmark in 1989. He has owned the house for fully one-third of the
history of the house, and has demonstrated significance in Austin’s history. Mo first made
headlines in 1961, when as student body president, he wrote a letter to the Board of
Regents criticizing their decision to not integrate the university’s dormitories and
intercollegiate athletic facilities. The Board of Regents felt that the University had gone
“farther than the citizens of the state would have approved” in integrating the campus, and
demanded an apology from Mo Olian. Mo stood his ground and refused to apologize for the
letter.

Mo then ran for a seat in the Texas House of Representatives in the late 1960s, but was
defeated. He campaigned on a progressive platform, but was defeated. He ran again in
1972, but withdrew from the race.

Mr. Olian has been very active in many civic and philanthropic activities in Austin over the
years, and his contributions to the Austin community have been recognized. He has been
an active voice in preserving Austin’s history, and has been a steady steward of the
Ruggles-Smith House for 43 years. He hosted the only reunion of UT student body
presidents at the house in conjunction with the UT Centennial in 1983.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The Commission has no set policy for naming historic properties. The general practice has
been to recognize the original owner along with subsequent owners of consequence with
associations to the property within the historic period (50 years ago).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider a policy that might permit a name change if the change would recognize an owner
of significance during the historic period, or the significance of a later owner during the
historic period.



Ohian Asks
‘Backbone’
For Laws

Maurice  (Moy Olian, Stale
Represenlative camdidate  from
Travis and Buronet eounties, 1odd
a coflee palhering Mopday it
“we st have the backbane 1o
jaiss strong legislation da witl
assure publie conlidenee in all
aine elected of fieials,”

Speakine e UFihies  in
Goveriment,”™ (i antlined.
three  specilie steps at the
eoflfec, hold in the Smob Austin:
Twne of  Mreo il Mrs, dolin:
Barger, 187-A Blue Crest, !

Wi omust have  legislation
that  stops  legishitoratiormeys:
fram pracifcing v pay Iﬂﬂn*;
siate apencirs, This  iofloence
prdadling mst he halled,™ Olinn?
devlared, i

Paublic  disclosare  of gl
sourees of income ol all elecied:
stile officials “is &t necessary.
slep™ Olian soid, “This s :I;
prier that o person whe chonses
i eitler bl life mast pay'

Ol also enllmd for steiet !
enforeement  of  the  Ope:
Meetings Act uhich was possed
I the Inst session of et
egishviure,  “Meetings which
e sinnesed e e held i
public sl ae being hell
behind closed doors throughos!
Texas" Nhan explained, :rm!-;
“the publir's right lo know mnst,
e uphiedd,”!

Austin Statesman
April 16, 1968
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Maurice “Mo"™ oOllan pulled
ot of his Travls County
legislative race Fridoy night
because, he sald, he has too
much pride lo take on an added
burden which might stop him
from dolng a job well done for
his stale, hls family and his
'business,

Olinn and his wife Linds
|made the announcement before
a stunped audience of some 400
supporiers at a reception at the
Sheraton-Crest Hotel, '

“Not teo many hours ago,
Linda amd I declded we simply
would be deeply grateful for
your help and will remember it
for a long, long time {o come,”
Olian sald, “*but at least for 1072
T will revert to what T lold
many of you all along = I will
not be a candidate, rogardless
of ihe clrcumstances

The 33 - year - old insurance
execulive had gollen into the
race for Place 2 less tham a
week ago, saying  (hat  “if
cllizens of integrity and mora)
strength won't partlelpate now,|
we have no remaining cholce
but to be governed by the]
politleans,"

The plaee is the seal held now
by Republican  Rep, Maurice
Angly who is giving up the jobl
to run for stale tressurer,
Ollan's withdrowal leaves three

Democrats running in  thelr
primary: Durwood Curlee,
Hugh Homsby and Folix

Higgings.

Olfan, whose first political
victory came 10 years ago when
he led the independents back to
the student hody presidence at
the Universlly of Texas, was
narrowly defeated for the House
in 1068 by Rep. Harold Davis,

Candidate Olian Quits Race
Before Stunned Supporters

“I don't want to disappoint a
single one of you by my not
dolng my pubdlic job well™
Mllan told the reception
audlence which included many
county officlels nnd a sprinkling
ol state ollicinls and leglsiators.

“But, if all of you are to
retain your present enthusinsm
and confldence Insofar as ihe
type of publlc job I might do in
the Legislature, that too reqires
that I do the jobs In a truly
flest-class manner,” he sald.

“The problem is that even
though emch of you can help
shoulder the load during the
campalgn on the political front,
all the privale responsibllilies
are mine alone."”

He said that his insurance
business — which he wept into
after o Dbrief slint as a
newspaperman, his  college
major — is increasingly suc

politically.™

cessful and he owes time and
service lo his clienls.
- He spoke with eandor about
his family. Oliap ond his wile
within the pasl year have lost
two bables,
Olian called it “‘perspective. .
| -priorities, , .und pride.”
Ile soid of his declsion last
|week to enler the race:
“IL wns based slmply on a

this late dale wilh the cholce or
luck of cholee '— with o few
exceptions — that we would
have to choose among again|
this year. I am happy lto-say
that some of those exceplions,
some of those happy exceptions,
are here tonight.” s

lime he was in the race he had
Leen nromised sufficient

'|combinatlon of my disgust at

financial contribulions and that

he was confident he could win
the race — without a runcif.
After the announcement, alter

talking with most of his
surpriscd friends, Olian sald his

decision  was  grected  with
“reactions of surprise, of
course,  disappointment, a

Olian sald that In the brieflcouple of words that it showed

coyrage, but most of all, an
alfiiugde of ‘Well, let's do it the
next {ime’." '

Austin American-Statesman

February 5, 1972
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MAURICE OLIAN
Named chairman

Olian Named
| United Fund
Section Chief

Insurinee  excecutive  and
estale “planner, Maurice Olian,
has been named chairman of

TN

[

=

the Life Underwriters scction of
the Dusiness Division for the
1971 United Fund campaipn
which pets under way in

TR == o0 s .

Seplember.

He has served as leam
={captain for the UF Pacesetter
Division,

llan has been honored four
limes az one of Austin's five
“Outstanding Young Men" and
jdiwas  selected as  Austin's
“Duisianding Young Man' In
nl 1971,

In 1072 he was sclecled as ene
al|of the “Outstanding Young Men
m| of America,"

'f|  He 15 a qualilying member of
18| the Million Dollar Round Table
*¢|and recipient of the WNational
'“}Qualit}' Award piven by the
"':;Nalimal Association of Life

Underwrilers, and a member of
withe Estite Planning Council of
;-J Central Texas.
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Austin American-Statesman

August 25, 1973
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