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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 
APPLICATION FOR A NAME CHANGE FOR A HISTORIC LANDMARK 

C14H-1989-0022 
Ruggles-Smith House 

1600 Rio Grande Street 
PROPOSAL 

The property owner requests that his name be added to the name of the house – from the 
Ruggles-Smith House to the Ruggles-Smith-Olian House. 
PROPOSAL  SPECIFICATIONS 

Mo Olian has owned the Ruggles-Smith house since July 30, 1974, and applied to designate 
the house as a historic landmark in 1989.  He has owned the house for fully one-third of the 
history of the house, and has demonstrated significance in Austin’s history.  Mo first made 
headlines in 1961, when as student body president, he wrote a letter to the Board of 
Regents criticizing their decision to not integrate the university’s dormitories and 
intercollegiate athletic facilities.  The Board of Regents felt that the University had gone 
“farther than the citizens of the state would have approved” in integrating the campus, and 
demanded an apology from Mo Olian.  Mo stood his ground and refused to apologize for the 
letter.   
Mo then ran for a seat in the Texas House of Representatives in the late 1960s, but was 
defeated.  He campaigned on a progressive platform, but was defeated.  He ran again in 
1972, but withdrew from the race. 
Mr. Olian has been very active in many civic and philanthropic activities in Austin over the 
years, and his contributions to the Austin community have been recognized.  He has been 
an active voice in preserving Austin’s history, and has been a steady steward of the 
Ruggles-Smith House for 43 years.  He hosted the only reunion of UT student body 
presidents at the house in conjunction with the UT Centennial in 1983. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Commission has no set policy for naming historic properties.  The general practice has 
been to recognize the original owner along with subsequent owners of consequence with 
associations to the property within the historic period (50 years ago). 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider a policy that might permit a name change if the change would recognize an owner 
of significance during the historic period, or the significance of a later owner during the 
historic period. 
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Austin Statesman 

April 16, 1968 
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Austin American-Statesman 

February 5, 1972 
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Austin American-Statesman 

August 25, 1973 
 

 
 
 


