
Hi David, 
 
Can I request that you add the following item to the agenda for next week (I guess a supplementary agenda - 
should still be within posting timelines): 
 
"Appointment of liaison to the Austin Joint Sustainability Committee and request to City Council to add a 
member of the Design Commission to the committee." 
 
By way of background, the joint sustainability committee is a coordinating committee comprised of members 
of different city commissions to coordinate sustainability efforts. I believe the committee's work should 
coordinate and be informed by efforts at the Design Commission, and vice versa. I also attended a meeting 
and several members of the committee expressed support for adding a member from the Design Commission. 
I have been advised that getting a liaison appointed (this would be a more-or-less informal role but would 
allow me to represent the Commission before the committee as a non-member) and then a request to Council 
is the best way to get the ball rolling on this. 
 
Specifically, the committee (from code): 
 
The joint committee shall advise the council on matters related to conservation and sustainability; and 

1. review City policies and procedures relevant to the Austin Community Climate Plan, including planning, 
implementation, community engagement, goal setting, and progress monitoring; 

2. promote close cooperation between the council, City management, City boards, commissions, 
committees, and taskforces, and individuals, institutions, and agencies concerned with the politics, 
procedures, and implementation of the Austin Community Climate Plan with the goal of coordinating 
all similar activities within the City and the community in order to secure the greatest public benefit; 
and 

3. forward to the city manager all advisory material that the joint committee provides to the council, the 
Office of Sustainability, City departments and offices, or City boards, commissions, committees, and 
task forces. 

The joint committee may: 

1. advise the council, the city manager, the Office of Sustainability, City departments and offices, and City 
boards, commissions, committees, and task forces on policy matters related to the Austin Community 
Climate Plan; 

2. ask the city manager for information related to the Austin Community Climate Plan; 
3. make recommendations to the council on relevant policies or procedures; and 
4. establish advisory groups or working groups related to the Austin Community Climate Plan. 

 
This week's committee agenda is here: http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=282377 
 
Thank you, 
Conor 
 

 
Conor Kenny 
Boards and Commissions 

http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=282377


 
 

    Board and Commission 
Council Committee Agenda Item Request 

Name of Board or Commission:     
Request Number:  YYYYMMDD-### (Date of Board/Commission meeting followed by the agenda number): 

Description of item: 
 
 

Board or Commission Vote to refer item to Council:   
   

  Date of Approval of Request: 
 

Recommended Council Committee(s) to refer the item to: 
☐ Audit & Finance ☐ Housing & Community Development ☐ Planning & Neighborhood 
☐ AE Utility Oversight ☐ Mobility ☐ Public Safety 
☐ Economic Opportunity ☐ Open Space, Environment & Sustainability ☐ Public Utilities 
☐ Health & Human Services 
 

  Attachments:   ☐ Yes    ☐ No 
  If yes, please list the attachments: 
 
 

Attest:  
 
Signature of Board/Commission Chair or Staff Liaison 

 

 
MAYOR’S OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

Council Committee Assigned: 
 
Recommend a Fiscal Analysis be completed? 
 
Recommend a Legal Analysis be completed? 
 

 Notes: 
 
 

Mayor Signature & Date: 
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Design Commission: Projects Reviewed 
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Council Committee Agenda Request: : requesting member on 
          Joint Sustainability 
          Committee 
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Council Committee Agenda Request: Template 



Roles: Committee Member vs. Liaison 

Member Liaison 
Code change? Yes (§ 2-1-206) No 

Starts? After code change 
(could take months) 

Immediately  

Represents Design 
Commission? 

Yes Yes 

Participates As a full member As a member of the public; 
signs up to speak on agenda 
items 

Motions? Yes No 

Votes? Yes No 

https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_CH2-1CIBO_ART3PEJOCO_S2-1-206JOSUCO


Clerks Office: Templates 
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