
 
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2017-0082 HLC DATE:  August 28, 2017 
 PC DATE:  September 12, 2017 
     
APPLICANTS:  Craig and Nicky Duewall, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  McDonald-Doughtie House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1616 Northwood Road 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
DISTRICT:   10 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic Landmark 
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  August 28, 2017:  Recommended the 
proposed zoning change from SF-3 to SF-3-H.  Vote:  8-0 (Hibbs, Hudson, and Tollett 
absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-
3 to SF-3-H.  Vote:  13-0. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984), but is listed as contributing to the Old West Austin 
National Register Historic District. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  October 5, 2017   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
The house is a two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled brick-veneered frame house with a full-
width, full-height inset porch on full-height brick columns.  Fenestration is single 8:8, reflecting 
the Southern Colonial Revival style of the house.  The house has a large addition to the back, 
which is in keeping with the historic character of the house, although it more than doubled the 
size of the house. 
Historical Associations: 



The first owners of this ca. 1938 house were Ben and Mabel (Minnie M.) McDonald, who lived 
here until late 1939.  Ben McDonald, a native of Abbott, Texas, worked for the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service at the time that he lived in this house, and rose to chief of the Social Security 
Division during his career.  He and his family did not stay in this house for long; they moved 
around 1939 to 1603 Palma Plaza, then shortly thereafter, to 1705 Pearl Street, where they 
lived in the early 1940s.  They had 2 children: Ben, Jr., born in 1925, and Mary Mae, born in 
1926.  Ben F. McDonald, Jr. lived in this house as a youngster; he was later an important 
figure in the civil rights movement.  After serving honorably in World War II, he graduated 
from the University of Texas Law School in 1949 and became a prosecuting attorney for the 
Department of Justice in Kansas City.  He then moved to a private practice in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, where he lived and practiced law for the rest of his life.  Ben McDonald served as the 
mayor of Corpus Christi from 1961 to 1963, and was recognized for his work to end race 
segregation in South Texas, before the enactment of the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights 
Act.  As mayor, he ended segregation in city employment, housing, and public accommodations 
in Corpus Christi.  His work earned him the enmity of certain segments of the community in 
Corpus, resulting in threats to the family. 
 
Venton L. and Norma Doughtie owned this house from around 1939 until 1987, when Venton 
Doughtie passed away in Austin.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows Venton L. and Norma Doughtie 
as the owners of this house, which was worth $8,000.  Venton L. Doughtie was 43, had been 
born in Texas, and was a professor of engineering at the University of Texas.  Norma Doughtie 
was 41, had been born in Pennsylvania, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: 
Darlyne, 10, and Venton L., Jr., 9.  Both children had been born in Texas.  Also listed with 
them at this house in 1940 was Norma Doughtie’s mother, Minerva Polliard, a 67-year old 
Pennsylvania-born widow with no occupation listed.  The entire family had lived in Lubbock, 
Texas in 1935.  The 1939 city directory shows Venton and Norma P. Doughtie as the owners of 
this house; he is listed as a professor at the University of Texas. 
 
Venton L. Doughtie was a renowned professor of aerospace engineering at the University of 
Texas.  He was born in Huffsmith, Montgomery County, Texas in 1897, the son of a farmer and 
stockman.  He graduated from the University of Texas in 1919 with a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering, the 4th student to do so.  He then taught mechanical engineering at 
Johns Hopkins, Rice, and Texas Tech, returning to the University of Texas in 1938.  He earned 
a master’s degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Texas in 1940, and 
continued his tenure at the university until his retirement in 1967.  He twice served as chair of 
the mechanical engineering department, and was noted for his work during both world wars in 
training pilots for the U.S. Navy.  His pilot training program served as the impetus for the 
creation of UT’s aerospace engineering program. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0118010241 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 31 & W 40 FT OF LOT 30 BLK 6 EDGEMONT 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,394,062 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Good 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Craig A. Duewall and Nicky L. Schroeder 



1616 Northwood Road 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1938 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Den added to the rear in 1959; extensive addition to the 
rear, 2013. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Ben and Mabel McDonald (1938) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   Contributing to the Old West Austin Historic 
District. 
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