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Appeal for Violation Report /notice of compliance.                              Faith and John Schexnayder 

Code officer: Michael Reeves 

Case number: CV-2016-063422 

Property address: 

709 West Gibson Street 

Austin texas 78704 zoned as SF-3-NP 

 

We are here before you to appeal for a Variance for Fence that extends past the height 

requirement. The Fence currently stands at 11 feet tall, and sits on an above ground raised 

pool Deck that takes up 3 ft of that space....of which 6 feet of the fence is regular wood pickets 

topped with 18 inches of decorative wire trelis. 

We received 4 violations from Code Enforcement on June 3rd 2016.  Please read below as I 

have described each and provided pictures to hopefully settle these concerns.........3 of these 

have been cleared up,  

and all that remains is the issue of our Fence around our Pool. We are asking for your 

consideration for a variance on the Height of the fence in question. 

 

We have lived in the Bouldin Creek Neighborhood since February of 1991. First as renters. 

Right around the birth of our daughter in 1995  we purchased  what was then a very small 

wood home in a sketchy neighborhood that sits on the corner of 3rd and Gibson Street. We 

have lived continuously in this home and raised 2 children here, and have worked tirelessly 

one project at a time to completely renovate this shell of a property into a safe place to raise 

our children.  

We purchased an above ground pool in 1999, and set about to create a fence and deck around 

the pool to make it safer for our family to enjoy. Our reasoning for doing an above ground was 

to not destroy the integrity of the land but be able to reclaim it some years from now when we 

no longer feel the need for that kind of upkeep.  And it cost considerably less than an in-

ground pool. The Deck only spans half the pool which borders the street and is nestled very 

neatly with our borders of a transparent panel Garage, an alley, 3rd street, and my very visible 
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fishbowl of a yard. We were required by our insurance company to enclose the pool by a 

safety fence above the line of access into the pool, meaning the lip.   

The pool is about 4 ft from grade and we built a raised deck on about half of the pool that 

borders the street. It is here we places a slide, and the fence was built the height it is now to 

accommodate a safety element for our children when they climbed the slide to not fall. We 

added a trellis above the fence so there would be an extra safety barrier and also allow for 

greenery to cover the fence to create a green space also. 

 Please see the diagrams and pictures below to better show you what we did and why we are 

asking for a variance. 

 

 

 

Front of home 709 West Gibson Street 
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Side of home overview street view from 3rd street of 709 West Gibson Street 
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Drawing of site plan

 

 

total of 194' of wire fence and 32' of taller fence 
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Elevation drawing of fence and pool 

 

 

View of Fence from 3rd Street 
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Pool Deck View from inside to show what that barrier is sectioning off. 

I built this fence about 18 years ago, for our pool.  

I am seeking a variance  on the basis of several things. 

1. The insurance company had asked my to make sure that the fence was this high from the 

deck especially if it was near a street so that no one from the street could see my pool for 

safety reasons. 

2. We have created a Green Space Habitat, our plants are well established, and to disrupt this  

would disrupt the green space habitat that has taken now 18 years to establish. 

3. Out of 194 ft of 4ft wire fencing around our property only 1 section of about 30ft is in 

contention.  We have plenty of fire department access, through gates on every side as well as 

a 14 ft wide rolling driveway gate.  

We were not aware a permit was needed to build this some 18 years ago now....The fence is 

still in good condition, no rotten wood, to cut this fence down now would destroy years of 

building a landscape rich in wildlife and plants that create a Green space. 

The fence obstructs no visions of any street crossing, nor interferes with anyone's property, 

and provides security both for us as well as does not create an eye sore but a really nice green 

wall with evergreen vines and flowers for honeybees and butterflies. 

We hope that you will please consider our Variance. 

 

Sincerely 

John and Faith Schexnayder 
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