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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0597 
1908 NUECES STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1906 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular plan, front-gabled frame house with a secondary front gable behind the 
partial-width, flat-roofed independent porch on square posts; single 2:2 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1906; the first occupant was M.L. Williams, 
who only lived here for a short time, and is not listed in Austin city directories either before 
or after his residency here.  M.L. Williams was a teacher at Ford’s Austin Academy; nothing 
else is known of him.  From around 1907 until around 1911, the house was rented by J. 
Thomas and Alice Jane Patterson.  J. Thomas Patterson was a professor of zoology at the 
University of Texas, whose genetics research on the fruit fly earned him international 
recognition. 
From around 1913 until 1964, the house was the home of the Pedigo family.  Eugene R. 
Pedigo grew up in Meridian, Texas, just west of Waco.  After his schooling, he returned to 
Meridian to practice law, and married Alice Lomax of Meridian.  They stayed in Meridian 
until 1907, when they moved to Austin.  E.R. Pedigo was a prominent attorney in Austin, 
and served in the Texas legislature in the 1910s and 1920s.  He was a very vocal opponent 
of the city manager system in Austin, and authored a bill to allow corporations that had 
been ousted from Texas for violating anti-trust laws to return and resume business in the 
state after a period of years.  That bill was signed into law by Governor Hobby. 
E.R. Pedigo died while on vacation in Port Aransas in 1935.  His widow, Alice Lomax 
Pedigo, returned to Austin and lived in this house until she moved to her son’s home in 
College Station in 1964.  She died in College Station in 1966. 
The house was a rental property from the early 1960s until around 1990, when it was 
purchased by the North American Islamic Trust for use as the Islamic Center of Greater 
Austin. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 
Survey (1984). 
The house does meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture.  The house is an early vernacular Victorian frame house that 
appears to be largely intact. 

b. Historical association.  The house has its longest history with the Pedigo 
family; E.R. Pedigo, a prominent local attorney and politician, lived here with 
his family from around 1913 until his death in 1935.  His widow, Alice, lived 
here until around 1964.  A prior renter, J. Thomas Patterson, was a noted 
professor of zoology at the University of Texas, although his connection with 
this house was in the early stages of his career.  If the Commission recognizes 
the association with E.R. Pedigo, then the house satisfies the criterion for 
historical associations. 
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c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate a historic zoning case to evaluate alternatives to demolition.  The house reflects 
vernacular Victorian architecture and appears to be largely intact; the house may also have 
significant historical associations with E.R. and Alice Pedigo and J. Thomas Patterson.  If 
the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of 
Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 
sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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1908 Nueces Street 
ca. 1906 

 
 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1908 Nueces Street 
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City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2017 
 
1992  Islamic Center of Greater Austin 
 
1985-86 Paul K. Johnson, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Paul K. Johnson, renter 
  Manager of apartments 
 
1977  Gary Marshall, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Gary Marshall was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1973  No return 
 
1968  John N. Welsh, III, renter 
  Student 
 
1965  Ralph and Verna Hicks, renters 
  Employed by the State of Texas 
 
1962  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1957  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, E.R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  Furnished rooms 
 
1949  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 
 
1947  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 
  Eugene: No occupation listed 

Alice: Stenographer, John A. Barclay Agency, insurance, 722 Brazos 
Street. 

 
1944-45 Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
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  No occupation listed 
 
  Arnold C. and Ann Anderson, renters 
  U.S. Army 
 
1941  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 
 
1937  Alice L. Pedigo, owner 
  Widow, Eugene R. Pedigo 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are John R. Pedigo and Judith E. Pedigo.  Neither had an occupation 
shown. 

 
1935  Eugene R. and Alice Pedigo, owners 
  Lawyer, 820 Scarbrough Building. 

Also listed are John R. Pedigo and Judith E. Pedigo, both students at the 
University of Texas. 

 
1932-33 Eugene R. and Alice Pedigo, owners 
  Lawyer, 820 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is John R. Pedigo, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1930-31 Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 
  Lawyer, 820 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is John R. Pedigo, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1929  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 

Lawyer, 820 Scarbrough Building 
  Also listed is John R. Pedigo, no occupation shown. 
 
1927  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 

Lawyer, 820 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is John Pedigo, no occupation shown. 
 
1924  Eugene R. and Alice Pedigo, owners 

Lawyer, 821 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is John R. Pedigo, no occupation shown. 
 
1922  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 

Lawyer, 821 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1920  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 
  Lawyer, 821 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1918  Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo, owners 
  Lawyer, 802 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1916  Eugene R Pedigo 
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  Lawyer, 3rd floor, Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue. 
 
1914  Eugene R. Pedigo 
  Lawyer, 3rd floor, Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue. 
 
1912-13 Vacant 

NOTE:  Eugene R. Pedigo is listed at 2009 Wichita Street.  He was a lawyer with 
offices on the 3rd floor of the Bosche Building, 806 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  John Thomas Patterson is listed at 2620 Wichita Street.  He was an 
adjunct professor of zoology at the University of Texas. 

 
1910-11 J. Thomas Patterson 
  Instructor in physiology, University of Texas 
 
1909-10 J. Thomas Patterson 
  Instructor in zoology, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  M.L. Williams is not listed in the directory. 
 
1906-07 M.L Williams 
  Teacher, Ford’s Austin Academy, 610 W. 19th Street. 
  NOTE:  J. Thomas Patterson is not listed in the directory. 
 
1905  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  M.L. Williams is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
J. Thomas and Alice Jane Patterson (ca. 1907 – ca. 1911) 
John T. and Alice Jane Patterson are listed at this address in the 1910 U.S. Census.  John T. 
Patterson was 31, had been born in Ohio, and was a teacher of zoology at the University of 
Texas.  Alice Jane Patterson was 32, had been born in Ohio, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 2 children: Edith Ruth, 2; and John T., Jr., 9 months.  Both had been born in Texas. 
 
Alice J. Patterson died in 1951, while living at 1908 Cliff Street in Austin.  She was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1877 and was a housewife.  
 

 
Funeral notice for Alice Patterson 
Austin Statesman, March 20, 1951 
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News story on an honorarium banquet for Dr. John Thomas Patterson 

Austin Statesman, October 31, 1958 
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News story on the honorarium banquet for Dr. John Thomas Patterson 

Austin Statesman, November 4, 1958 
 
John Thomas Patterson died in 1960, while living at 2309 Sunny Slope in Austin.  His death 
certificate shows that he was born in 1878 in Piqua, Ohio, and was a widower, and a retired 
professor in the Department of Zoology at the University of Texas. 
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Story on the death of Dr. John Thomas Patterson 

Austin Statesman, December 5, 1960 
 
Eugene and Alice Pedigo (ca. 1913 - ca. 1964) 
Eugene R. Pedigo appears in the 1900 U.S. Census as the 23-year old son of Luke J. and 
Lavinia Pedigo of Bosque County, Texas.  He was born in Texas and is listed as a lawyer.  His 
father, Luke J. Pedigo, 65, was a Tennessee-born famer.  His mother, Lavinia Pedigo, 62, had 
been born in Tennessee, and had no occupation listed.  Eugene had 2 older sisters: Ethemia, 
27; and Eva, 25.  Both had been born in Kansas. Ethemia Pedigo was a teacher; Eva Pedigo 
had no occupation listed. 
 
Eugene R. Pedigo and Alice Lomax were married in 1901 in Bosque County, Texas. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Eugene R. and Alice Pedigo as the renters of the house at 2009 
Wichita Street in Austin.  Eugene R. Pedigo was 33, had been born in Texas, and was a lawyer 
with his own office.  Alice Pedigo was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
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His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows Eugene Randolph Pedigo living in this 
house.  He was born in 1877, and was a lawyer with his office at 820 Scarbrough Building.  His 
wife was Alice Lomax Pedigo.  He was of medium height and build, and had blue eyes and dark 
hair. 
 

 
Story of Eugene R. Pedigo’s announcement to run for the state legislature 

Austin Statesman, November 17, 1918 
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News story on the bill authored by Eugene R. Pedigo to allow foreign corporations ousted from 

Texas for violating anti-trust laws to return to Texas 
Austin Statesman, February 25, 1919 

 
Eugene R. and Alice L. Pedigo are listed in the 1920 U.S. Census at this address.  The census 
report indicates that they were renting the house.  Eugene R. Pedigo was 43, had been born in 
Texas to Tennessee-born parents, and was a lawyer.  Alice L. Pedigo was 38, had been born in 
Texas to a Mississippi-born father and a North Carolina-born mother, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a son, John R., 10, who had been born in Texas. 
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Political advertisement for Eugene R. Pedigo 

Austin Statesman, July 22, 1920 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Eugene R. and Alice Pedigo as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $9,500.  By contrast, the house next door, at 1906 Nueces, was worth $7,000.  
Eugene R. Pedigo was 52, had been born in Texas to Tennessee-born parents, and was a 
lawyer.  Alice Pedigo was 45, had been born in Texas to a South Carolina-born father and an 
Alabama-born mother, and had no occupation listed.  They had a son, John, 20, who had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  The Pedigos had a lodger, Carol Knopp, 21, who 
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed, and two African-American servants, 
Janie James, 48, a Texas-born divorcee who is listed as a maid, and Ethel James, 9, who had 
been born in Texas. 
 
Eugene Randolph Pedigo died in 1935 in Port Aransas, Texas.  His death certificate shows that 
he was living in this house at the time of his death, and was a lawyer. He is buried in the 
Meridian Cemetery in Meridian, Texas. 
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News story on the death of Eugene Pedigo 

Austin Statesman, December 28, 1935 
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News story on the death and funeral of Eugene R. Pedigo 

Austin American-Statesman, December 29, 1935 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Alice L. Pedigo as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$8,500.  Alice L. Pedigo was a 62-year old Texas-born widow who was the housemother of a 
rooming house. 
 
Her 1966 death certificate shows that Alice Lomax Pedigo was born in 1878 in Bosque County, 
Texas.  She had been living in College Station, Texas for about 2 years prior to her death.  She 
was a widowed housewife.  She is buried in the Meridian Cemetery in Meridian, Bosque County, 
Texas. 
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Obituary of Alice Pedigo 

Austin American, January 28, 1966 
 

 
Funeral notice for Alice Pedigo 

Austin Statesman, January 28, 1966 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to Alice Pedigo for alterations and repairs (1945) 
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Building permit to Alice Pedigo to move the garage to another location on the lot (1952), and to 

Nat Goodfriend for repairs (1972), and to Grant Mitzner for repairs and remodling (1975) 
 

 
Building permit to Nat Goodfriend for repairs (1975) and to Richard Kooris for repairs and 

remodeling (1977) 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with its front and south porches. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above. 

 


