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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 18, 2017
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2017-0705
4605 LESLIE AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1951 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partial-width extended-roof
entry porch on ornamental metal posts; single 1:1 and multi-light fenestration.

RESEARCH

The house was built over the winter of 1951 — 1952 in the Cedar Valley subdivision,
developed for African-Americans after World War II. Thomas and Jessie Ellison, the first
owners of this house, lived here until their deaths almost 60 years later. Thomas Ellison
was employed by Braniff Airways as a sky cap and porter until his retirement. His
obituary references that he was instrumental in helping African-American GI’s obtain
financing to purchase homes.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

The house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:
a. Architecture. The house is a frame 1950s post-World War II cottage, a
common style; it has no distinction within its architectural style.
b. Historical association. The house was built by Thomas Ellison and his wife,
Jessie; according to his obituary, he was influential in helping African-
American GI's returning home to purchase homes in segregated subdivisions
like Cedar Valley. While the house may not have the requisite level of
historical associations, it is part of a potential historic district incorporating
the Cedar Valley Subdivision.
c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.
d. Community value. The location of this house within the Cedar Valley
Subdivision reflects its importance as a contributing structure to a potential
Cedar Valley Subdivision historic district, which would have community
value.
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends postponement of this case to January 22, 2017 to evaluate the possibility
of recognizing Cedar Valley as a historic district. If the Commission votes to release the
demolition permit instead, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, but in any
case, the completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs
of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the
Austin History Center.
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PENDING GASE 4605 LESLIE AVENUE

L _ ) zoninG BOUNDARY

1"=167"

This product is for informational purpeses and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purp of geographic ref: _ No is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific or pleteness.




4605 Leslie Avenue
ca. 1951

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
4605 Leslie Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
December, 2017

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1964

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Retired

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Retired

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Employed by Braniff Airlines

Thomas and Jessie M. Ellison, owners
Employed by Braniff Airways

Thomas and Jessie B. Ellison, owners
Cargo serviceman, Braniff International Airways

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Cargo serviceman, Braniff International Airways

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Porter, Braniff Airways
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1958

1953

1952
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Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Porter, Braniff Airways

Thomas and Jessie Ellison, owners
Employed at the Municipal Airport

The street is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Thomas and Jessie Ellison are listed at 1805 Sanchez Street. He was a
porter for the City Airport Division.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Thomas and Jessie Ellison (ca. 1952 — ca. 2014)

Jessie Hmey Elliso

Jessie Harvey Ellison was born
on April 29, 1925 to Evander and
Jessie Harvey. She went to be with

her Lord on February 23, 2009.

Jessie lived a very full life using her
many talents to excel education-
ally, professionally, socially, recre-
ationally, and most importantly in
her Christian journey. She pas-
sionately loved her family and they
her. She attended school and re-
ceived a certification as a child-care
administrator. With this certifica-
tion, she .founded the Zion Hill
Baptist Church Day Carg Center
and served as its director for many
years. She used her business acu-
men to become the first black unit
director for Stanley Home Prod-
ucts in Texas. She wused her
homemaker abilities to serve as a
governess and private home pro-
fessiomal.
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Jessie's motto was ", thaehm-

.excuufmnathamganuluca

~tion" She enrolled in and com-

pleted  continuing  education
- courses at the University of Texas

- at Austin and later Austm Comv_ﬁ

; mumtyCo!lcge,

Jessie was an a\'ld reader and-

traveled extensively. She had a
wealth of knowledge on many
‘subject and could amculate that
‘knowledge in a manner that held
thedistener spellbound. Her favor-
ite travel destination was Hawaii.,

She had a special affinity for the
island of Maui and she and her
‘husband returned to the zsland on

many 0ccasions.

Jessie used a strong Christian
heart to feed the hungry (both
physically and spiritually), admin-
ister to the sick and serve human-
ity. She was a 55-year active mem-
ber of the Zion Hill Baptist
Church. Jessie's church activities
included serving as church clerk
for over 20 years, Mission II
president, Sunday School teacher,
Vacation Bible School director and
as a deaconess. She was known for
her Christian spirit and benevo-
lent heart in all of these capacities.
She was the founding president of
the Austin Chapter of the PHI-
LOS, a sorority and service orga-
nization affiliated with Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
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 Jessie, along with her husband

'andfam:ly were some of the first
residents of Cedar Valley, a sub--

urb in far east Austin, built spe-

mﬁcally for black WWII veterans.
Jessie and Thomas were everyone's
"mother and father." Jessie always

provided an ear, her wisdom and
her saviour ]esus Christ to all, and
many, many children who grew up
in Cedar -V_aﬁey still visit and ex-
press their love for and thanks to
her. She established the Girl Scout
troop for the community and
served as PTA president for many
years.

She was preceded in death by
hefmother and father, five broth-
ers, Oliver Harvey, Jimmie Lee
Harvey, Eddie Harvey, Walter
Harvey, Slim Harvey, two sisters,
Ollie Mae Kennard and Ruth
Ross, and one son, Thomas Elli-
son, Jr.

She leaves to deeply mourn her
loss and cherish her memory her
husband, Thomas Ellison, Sr,; two
sisters, Ethel Swisher and Eunice
Henderson (Noah); two daugh-
ters, Carol Ellison-King (Les), Joan
Ellison-Satterwhite  (Bradford);
two sons, Burt Ellison (Linda),
Kenneth Ellison (Alice), 27 grand-
children, 65 great-grandchildren
and three - great-great-grandchil-
dren, a host of brother and sister

in-laws, nieces, nephews, other

relatives and many, many friends.

A wake service will be held this
evening, 6:00 p.m. at KingTears
Mortuary. - Funeral service 12:00
noon Saturday, February 28, 2009
at Zion Hill Baptist Church. In-
terment Evergreen Cemetery.

Obituary of Jessie Harvey Ellison

Austin American-Statesman, January 27, 2009
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Thomas Ellison, Sr., 90, of Austin departed this life peacefully on January 16, 2014, surrounded by loving
family members. He was born April 5, 1923 to Beatrice and Walter Ellison, Sr. He was married to Jessie
Harvey Ellison (deceased) for 66 years.

Thomas was a loyal employee of Braniff International Airlines for 35 years. He started out as a skycap at
the old Austin airport (off Airport Boulevard) prior to its move to Mueller (off Manor Road). Thomas ended
his career with Braniff as an air freight supervisor, and retired when Braniff was purchased by American
Airlines. He received many awards, accolades, and certificates for his hard work and dedication to the
company and the traveling public. Many, many travelers knew Thomas by his first name and always
stopped to chat because Thomas had such a quiet calm nature, engaging personality, kind listening ear,
profound wisdom and knowledge of the world.

In his early adulthood, Thomas served as a scoutmaster, was active in the Sims Elementary PTA, served
as an election judge for precinct 129, was active in the NAACP, and various neighborhood organizations.

Thomas, a WWII veteran of the Pacific Theater, sought and received Congressional support for the
building of a subdivision for black WWII veterans under the Gl Bill. The subdivision, near the current
Morris Williams golf course, was a thriving community with manicured lawns and two-parent households.

Thomas loved to travel and he, along with his wife, traveled to Hawaii on several occasions, often
vacationed in California, and visited many of the contiguous states and Canada.

In addition to his family, some of his greatest joy came from helping others. Thomas was generous with
his treasure and his time. Individuals would come to Thomas for transportation assistance and/or money
to tide them over "until payday." He never said "No".
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Thomas was described by men as a "man's man" or "the man" because he embodied the strength,
character and uprightness described in several verses of Proverbs. "He fears the Lord; He hates what is
false; He hates evil; He does what is righteous; He speaks the truth; He is humble, not proud; He has a
calm spirit; He is patient; He is concerned about goodwill/peace; He forgives those who wrong him; He is
not vindictive."

Thomas was a devoted deacon of the Zion Hill Baptist Church for 62 years. During that time, he also
served in various capacities including president of the deacon board and brotherhood. He was a
dedicated Christian and walked a Christian path.

Thomas was preceded in death by his wife of 66 years, Jessie, and his son, Thomas, Jr. He leaves to
mourn a family who loved him dearly. Four children, Carol Ellison-King, Joan Ellison-Satterwhite, Burt
(Linda), and Kenneth (Marsha). A brother, Henry Ellison (Bayless), daughter-in-law Doris Ellison and a
host of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 5 great-great grandchildren and many nieces, nephews, and
friends who adored him.

The funeral will be held on Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at the Zion Hill Baptist Church, 1701 Chestnut
Avenue, at 11:00 a.m. Interment will follow at Evergreen Cemetery.
Obituary of Thomas Ellison
Austin American-Statesman, January 21, 2014
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. Progress way In wldenee on ﬂme
relldentill additlons for Negroesa| w
in Austin,

Actual bullding was scheduled 1o
begin Aug. 1 in one additfon, plals
and plane for a second additon
were to be submitled to City Plan-
ner Willlam Parker by the Thurs-
doy 5 p. m. deadline, and final Fed-
-eral Houslng Administratlon ap-

proval was awaoited on a third.

W. H. Buliard, invesior and home
hullder, sald aotual house copstruc-
tion would n Aug. 1 on & clly-
ﬂ“n‘:ruwd subdivision in East Aus.

“Construction wiil start with 10
r perbaps 20 houses,” he said.
purchased the 26-pere site
for a -.- home . development
fram H. B. Clagett, The subdivision,
‘| te be known as Cedar Valley, will
hu situpted immediately north of
Downs Field fronting on Spring-
dale and Webberville Road.

S0ME OF TIHE houses will sell
for $3.000, Bultard sald, although
most of them will run from $8.000
o $6,000. Al have received ity and
counly ond WVelerans Administra-
tlon upproval, he added, apd the
FHA has iven preliminary approv-
al. Mun ut the houses will be sold
under uu pm- cent Gl losns, Bul-

redicted.

Buldins of the homes, he sald,

be finonced through the Fiest
Au;lln Investment Corporatlon of
which Bullurd i vice president.
There ore 108 lots, he added, and
he expected to complete 30 houses
by the énd of this year.

Plats on a sccond sub-divislen to

be considered by the City Plan
I Commission will make the 5-p. m.

deadling Thursdny set by the ¢om-
misslon in order to have them con-

ICONSIDERABLE PROGRESS MADE
ON 3 NEGRO-HOUSING ADDITIUNS

during Its J 1
ﬂde"dfrml:"lr “n:i ub.rlul?an Hont-

gomery's offlce indlcnttﬂ

'.l'ha subdivision, to be l:uulll
North Austin, mizsed a former dud-
line on Moy 25, It will be known as
the Sam Clark addition. .

Mrs. Rusgell Lombard, whose hus-
band i3 president of Crescent
Indusiries. which Is plannlng the
new :tew.-lupmenl. sald no produc-
tion schedu lmd been set up. She
estimated 85 houses w be erec-
ted in the flest of two sections, with
ﬂleml‘iounl expected to sell for

%6,

“They will. be construcled in or-
der to gain FHA and VA approval
ur loans,” she sald,

No actual work has starled on
the =le. however.

The Rev, Adam R. Black,
of the Rising Star Baptist Church
ond moderator of the St John Reg-
ular Baptist Auncinllun. i heading
the large Megro project, Mes. Lom.
bard suid. He is expected to make
an anpouyncement eoncerning the
entler project soon, she added,

A. D, Stenger, architect and build-
er, i3 awalting FHA ppproval on
loans on his sub-division near Holy
Cross Hoapital.

His sub-division as a whole hna
received FHA approval, however,
Stenger said,

“It hes been talsed to the high-
est rating,” Stenper sald, “due to
its location in regard to business
and shopplng centers, scheols and
churches for Negroes, and for Ity
drainoge and paved strects.”

The heavy volume on the San An-
tonio FHA pffice brought aboul by

ator

N
[y
DN

H—-—n“ﬂ- -..,-I

ng,{the state's e:paﬂ.ﬂed bultdi
gram, has caused the ni*

pla alned. rt'
PARKER POINTED out the effo

taken by the City Plen I!:m'nmluln:m.1

o out these sub-dlvisions. H
"He; hove betg.n developed und!edr':

ar

%’dpré'ﬂﬂae".f the needs af thet

pecupants within thelr own area.'

Developers went beyo usual el-

set them
hih h pping, ﬁhupﬁh playmm:d
and :thuul needs are planned wilh-
mzthu miuc{:te Tﬁml e sakd, :‘nrm-
comp un

As an example, the North Austin”
subedivislon, he lained, ia bound.
by thomnnhrnre«-g Interreglonal:
Highway on the east,. !mdmm
Lane on the north, the thorou
tare connecling Andersan Lane w
Alrport Boulevard on the wesl, ll'll_lr
Alrport Boulewsird on the south. -

NOW!...AT *
YOUR GROCER! -

A FAIMATAVY FAANC

Article on the establishment of Cedar Valley Subdivision for African-American residents
Austin Statesman, June 29, 1950
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ON DERENE STRELT--This {wa-hedranm home of Mr. and
Mrs. Lawrence Houston is located at 1415 Becene Street, in the
Cecdrr Valley subdivision. It is of ashestos shingle, has a
detached garage.

A home in the Cedar Valley Subdivision featured in Austin Homes Beautiful
Austin American-Statesman, September 14 1952

1415 Berene Street today (December, 2017)




Street Lights ‘Dim’
In Cedar Valley

The prospeet of strect h2iits for
Cedar Vailey, ‘a new subdivision
near Downs Field, east of Alrport
Boulevard, 15 not bright.

City Manager Walter Seaholm
told the City Couneil that the near-
est street light circuit is twa miles
away and it will be some while
hefore Cedar Valley will  have
lighls,

iyt

Article on the provision of street lights for the Cedar Valley Subdivision
Austin Statesman, March 20, 1953

IO Russians |

To Observe
|Homes Here |,

Austin builders will show the [©
American home as it Is planned |
and constructed in subdivisions te [ql
the 10-member delepation of Rus-
gian builders who will spend two
days in Auslin Oct, 23-24.

‘One of 13 American cities in he
chosen to display the American
way of life in its true selling —
the American home —  Aushin’s
specific assipnment is to show the
subdivlsion aspect of homa build.
ing.

Frank C. Barren, Atstin builder
and real estale man, was named
by 5. K. Sheppard, president of
the Austin lome DBuilders Assn-
cintion, 1o head a committee plan-
ning the Russians® Austin visit.

First Day

The first doy of the tour, the
Russians will boe shown the Del-
wood  Four-Windsor Iack-Gaston
Park-Manor Hill areas where 2.-
00 homes have been buill oc pro-
posed during the last two years.
Also, the builders will be shown
the Air Conditiangd Village and
Codar Valley, resicdentinl subdivie
sion far Nogroes,

After these tours, the Russians
will be puests of the Builders De-
velopment Corporation at a barhe-
cue at W. . Bullard's 2,000-acre
Sun Valley Ranch,

fn Oct. 3, the Tnssians will
{our the cily and Barlon Hills sub- I‘
tlivisinn. ) )

=W =T~

—

— e e o R e




D.2-15

Traveling by commercial plane,
ihe Russian entourage sl arrive
in Austin al 12:08 p, m. Oc¢t. 23
and will leave at 1:57 p. m. Oct,
24 en roule to New Orleans,

Serving with Barron on the plan-
ning eommillee are W. . Bullard,
Clyde Copus Jr., Nelson Puctt, Ned
A, Cole, Walter R. Carringlon, 5.
It. Sheppard and Warne A, Borns,

Charles Granger, president of the
Travis County Society of Archi-
{ects, will represent the architecls
an the receplion commitice, Also
in participate In greeting the Rus-
sian delegatinn will be Mayor Toem
Miller and City Council Members
Mrs, Emma Long, Wesley Poar-
son, Men White and  Lesler C.
Palmer, .

The Auslin hesls plah {o have
interprelers from the Universily of
Texas on hand in answee the visi.
tars' questions. Alse, infermational
sipns, in the Russian language,
will be posted along the tour route,

Russiaps Expecled

The Russtan delezation will he
headed by 1, K. Kuzuilin, minister
af city and urban eonstruction in
the Soviet Union, Other members
of the group will be V, ¥, Isaev,
chiel of the board of constructinn
fer Leningrad; A. A, Dubrovin,
deputy minister of eity and urban
construction for the Republic of
Russin; . A. Spyshnov, chiel of
the division of sanitary fechnical
construction of the stale commiltee
of construction of the council of
ministers of the Saviel Union}

Alsn, F. A, Sheve'swy, scniord
sclentific researcher of the Vodgeo
Constriiction Instituie; A, V. Via.
sov, president of the Academy af
Architecture; 1. I, Missnikov,
depuly minister of timber, colli-
lose and paper preduction; N. P
Lysenka, chiel of the baard of con-
striiction for Klev; V. N, Galitsky,
chicl of the hoard of houwsing and
public ennstruction of the province
af Moseow; and V. S Timiolevey,
chiel of office, board of construc-
tion of Mnoscow,

Vietor Zegal, seeond secretary of
Ihe Soviet embassy in Washington,
will accompany the delegatien on

{he tour,
—

Article on the visit of 10 Russians to Austin to inspect subdivisions, including Cedar Valley
Austin American-Statesman, October 9, 1955
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Representative views of the Cedar Valley subdivision (December, 2017)
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THe STATE OF TE‘MS}
COUNTY OF TRAVISIKnow Aw Miem Dy Tuese Pr.am'rs-
That I, E,a\ W Oalley, Trustee, owner
of that cerlainzeBacre fract 'of IdnJ ovt of ‘&f)r J.caﬁnfvﬁtff
Leagon, Travis Coonty Téxas, and alse bein that certain tascd
er P"’"l 2! land aunfr e ts me by deed of record in
Yelome 87T af page 182 of ﬂ‘!e Deed Q.ecnsz of Trans
Caun}lcf Texas, "da hereby i’ ras ma or Pla? as

sobdivisiorn to be k,nown as AR VALLEY

ABDH‘;ON apd 1 have dedicated Jnc] r.'lo hereb
dedicate +a the pu'bhc sl shreets shown hereon as far
;:rngr,.f'::fd,:'::; A i S vy STl
on 1“1! J‘Hache m.- “"
ﬁl’gﬁ'ﬁ" E’EE‘OF T have herevnto set my
hand Hm ARS day af____wm I A.D.194.8.
$ 2244, @g.&’,".‘__

W;’& OTJDO "'rul?#z

THNE STATE OF TEXAS
cou NTY OF 'nzalws &Fgmdméilr ﬁnaﬁgﬂ.{:ﬁ sotborily, on
s o S ! P £ O. newn Te
y a?ﬁ-r of:n ! wh ff: name ;5P_-,,,£;¢,,'g, a‘rjf:e 'F':::—
ﬂlﬂg 7S rar»'lr-’n d'l A e I'I'd(fh' T né .l'( § FRECET

:g* Ihe purpeses and consideration Hvere:r
e-‘P”’}

Uwome My Hanp aup SeaL of Orprce
this the. i’ﬁ'da7 of. 50f‘h-nb_m---_-_ A.D. 1948,

CLeat) MQPJ ’ W
Aea ?.Jrq Podlre trr “hor Tra ¥is Counfy jexes

APDROVED FOR. ACCEPFANCE:
Date. _ __ ?xi/g

APDPROVED b’l th‘q;j.u W6 co
Date . ‘l‘ %._.. . _M

Dafe‘,, e 4¥. -_?k

FILED FOQ. QE‘COE.D
At /[ o clock/ Ml;.? dayef HNar . .. ... _Aoisas.
PJI' Mvmrh

iss Emihie Limmberg
Clerk, Caunly Coart, Trans c..m}‘ Tezss.

& A Fheral. Birechar of Dablie WerLs

THE STATE OF TE!A%‘

COUNTYOF TRANIS) [ Miss Emilie Limberg, Clerk,
Covnty Ceovrt, within and for the C.'.-JnhE .
do }:enbcf cerff_f? Iha}{ffg’ ﬁﬂ!ilnfffns}ramr{

with ifs Certificale o uthen ’f ton was

ffce th day of .
;ngfg.gz4 A.—‘f dnod'n dufu{?fe ﬁl‘deJ o2 J}’fj?ddﬂ'

A.D.1948 atl/l3%ciock [1. M i1n_theEFad"..
County 1m o —— pdgé ..S’
Witmess WMy Waup awo EA!_‘ o4 }WM)‘
Cour? af sau:‘ Counh the date \a:- 8] fn(dyoﬂ’- "*.u &
b;' -m‘f
Wise Bemilie ...z?;sl:-ar
Ch-rk__C:unf? Cowrt Trarns Canlri-!'ﬁ-ub

Plat of Cedar Valley
Plat Book 5, page 55 (1948)
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A section of the Cedar Valley plat



