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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 18, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0708 
1309 HOLLY STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1926 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with board-and-batten siding and a 
partial-width, front-gabled partially-inset porch on plain, square wood posts with decorative 
brackets; single and paired fenestration, with some metal- or vinyl-framed replacement 
windows. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1926, based upon the issuance of a water 
service permit for this address and no listings in the city directory before the edition of 
1927.  John E. and Janie Cook rented the house from the time of its construction until 
around 1928.  John E. Cook was raised in rural Travis County, and had various jobs.  When 
he and Janie were living in this house, he was a contractor, but he later was a laborer doing 
odd jobs. 
From around 1928 until the mid-1930s, the house was owned and occupied by Isaac and 
Maggie Garner; Isaac Garner was a streetcar driver.  From the late 1930s until around 
1950, the house was owned and occupied by Toribio and Carlotta Pena.  Toribio Pena was 
an upholsterer; he and Carlotta moved to San Antonio after living in this house. 
From the mid-1950 until around 1990, the house was owned and occupied by Odilon and 
Juanita Alvarado.  Odilon Alvarado was a Mexican-born laborer and porter at a discount 
store.  The house has been a rental property since the Juanita Alvarado moved away 
around 1990. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is recommended as contributing to a potential local or National Register historic 
district in the East Austin Historic Structures Survey (2016). 
However, staff has evaluated the house with reference to the criteria for landmark 
designation set forth in the City Code, and finds that the house does not meet the threshold 
for designation: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame 1920s bungalow, a common style, and has 
been modified with replacement windows that are not in keeping with the 
original appearance of the house.  The house has no distinction within its 
architectural style. 

b. Historical association. There do not appear to be significant historical 
associations for the long-term owners and tenants of this house.  The first two 
sets of occupants were Anglo, the first was a contractor and the second was a 
trainman for the Austin Street Railway Company.  Around 1935, the 
demographics and occupancy of this house shifted to Hispanic families, one 
engaged in the upholstery business and the other a porter at a discount store. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
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d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house, while recommended as contributing to 
a potential historic district, has lost integrity through the replacement of original windows, 
and does not qualify as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1309 Holly Street 
ca. 1926 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1309 Holly Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2017 
 
1992  Jesse Segovia, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Mrs. Juanita Alvarado, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Mrs. Juanita Alvarado, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Mrs. Juanita Alvarado, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Odilon A. and Juanita P. Alvarado, owners 
  Retired 
  Also listed is Odilon Alvarado, Jr., no occupation shown. 
 
1968  Odilon and Juanita F. Alvarado, owners 
  Porter, Spartan Department Store, 5501 Airport Boulevard. 
 
1964  Odilon and Juanita Alvarado, owners 
  Porter, Spartan Department Store, 5501 Airport Boulevard. 
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1958  Odilon and Juanita Alvarado, renters 
  Laborer 
 
1955  Mrs. Florinda Arriaga, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE: Odilon and Juanita Alvarado are not listed in the directory. 
 
1953  Catarino and Beatrice L. Bonilla, renters 
  Body man 
  NOTE:  Toribio and Carlota Pena are not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  Toribio and Carlota Pena, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Toribio and Carlota Pena, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Toribio and Carlotta B. Pena, owners 
  Upholsterer 
 
1939  Toribio and Carlotta Pena, renters 
  Upholsterer 
 
1937  Alfred L. and Dorothy Stanley, renters 
  Helper, Texas Public Service Company 
  NOTE:  Toribio and Carlota Pena are not listed in the directory. 
 
1935  Vacant 

NOTE:  Isaac and Margaret M. Garner are listed at 1018 Spence Street; he was 
an operator for the Austin Street Railway Company. 

 
1932-33 Isaac and Margaret Garner, owners 
  Trainman, Austin Street Railway 
 
1930-31 Isaac and Maggie Garner, owners 
  Trainman, Austin Street Railway 
 
1929  Isaac and Maggie Garner, owners 
  Trainman, Austin Street Railway 

NOTE:  John E. and Janie Cook are listed at 1003 W. 3rd Street; neither had an 
occupation shown. 

 
1927  J.E. and Janie Cook, renters 
  Contractor 

NOTE:  Isaac and Maggie Garner are listed at 409 Walsh Street; he was a 
trainman for the Austin Street Railway Company. 

 
1924  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  J.E. and Janie Cook are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
John E. and Janie Cook (ca. 1926 – ca. 1928) 
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The 1910 U.S. Census shows John E. and Janie Cook living in rural Travis County.  John E. 
Cook was 33, had been born in Texas.  Janie Cook was 20, had been born in Texas.  They had 
2 children: Chris, 2, and Violet, 2 months.  Both had been born in Texas.  John E. Cook’s 
mother, Samantha Cook, lived next door to them, along with her unmarried children. 
 
John and Janie Cook appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as roomers in the home of Jack and 
Winnie Smith at 1001 W. 3rd Street in Austin.  John Cook was 49, had been born in Texas, and 
was a laborer doing odd jobs.  Janie Cook was 40, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Don A., 8, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John E. and Janie Cook as the renters of the house at 700 Tillery 
Street in Austin.  John E. Cook was 59, had been born in Texas, and was a farmer.  Janie Cook 
was 50, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 of their sons living 
with them: Don, 11, and Chris, 32, a tractor driver doing road work, along with his wife, Frances, 
27, a waitress in a cafe, and their 2 children: Daisy, 5; and Virginia, 2.  All had been born in 
Texas.  Chris, Frances, and their children had lived in Bell County, Texas in 1935. 
 
John E. Cook died on New Years’ Day, 1956.  He was at Austin State Hospital, and was listed 
as a divorced laborer who had been born in Texas, probably in 1880. 
 

 

 
Obituary of John Cook 

Austin American, January 2, 1956 
Isaac and Maggie Garner (ca. 1928 – ca. 1934) 
Isaac and Maggie Garner are listed as the owners of this house in the 1930 U.S. Census.  Isaac 
Garner was 43, had been born in Texas, and was a motorman on the streetcar line.  Maggie 
Garner was 38, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children: 
Jessie M.,, 13; Cecil R., 10; Don C., 3; and Oscar G., 6 months. 
 
In 1920, according to the census report of that year, Isaac and Maggie Garner were living in a 
rented house at 4210 Avenue A in Hyde Park.  Isaac Garner was a 32-year old Texas-born 
nurse at the insane asylum.  Maggie Garner was 28, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Naoma, 8; Marguerite, 6; Jessie May, 3; and Cecil Ray, 
6 months. 
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By 1940, Isaac and Maggie M. Garner were living in a rented house at 903 Theresa Avenue.  
Isaac Garner, 53, was a bus driver for the transit company; Maggie Garner, 48, had no 
occupation listed.  They had 2 children living with them: Don C., 12, and Oscar G., 10.  With 
them lived Isaac’s mother, Lizzie Garner, a 76-year old Mississippi-born widow with no 
occupation listed, and Maggie’s mother, Margaret Brooks, an 81-year old Texas-born widow 
with no occupation listed. 
 
According to his 1959 death certificate, Isaac Garner was born in Rockdale, Texas in 1886.  He 
was living on an Austin rural route at the time of his death, and was a street car driver for the 
Austin Street Car Company.  He is buried in the Gatlin Cemetery in Hays County.  Maggie 
Garner died at the Austin Nursing Center at 110 E. Live Oak Street in 1978.  Her death 
certificate shows that she was born in 1891 in Harwood, Texas, and was a widowed housewife.  
She is buried with Isaac at the Gatlin Cemetery in Hays County. 
 

 
Death notice for Isaac Garner 

Austin American-Statesman, September 20, 1959 
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Obituary of Isaac Garner 

Austin American, September 21, 1959 
 

 
Death notice for Maggie Garner 

Austin American-Statesman, December 13, 1978 
 
 
Toribio and Carlotta Pena (ca. 1938 – ca. 1950) 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Toribio and Carlotta Pena as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $950.  Toribio Pena was 33, had been born in Texas, and was a furniture repairman.  
Carlotta Pena was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 
children: son Jesse, 11; and daughter Gloria, 7.  Both children had been born in Texas. 
 
Toribio Pena died in San Antonio in 1979.  He was born in 1905 in Texas and was a furniture 
maker at a furniture store.  He is buried in San Antonio.  Carlotta Pena died in 1998 in 
Falfurrias, Texas.  Neither Toribio nor Carlotta had an obituary in the Austin newspapers. 
 
Odilon and Juanita Alvarado (ca. 1956 – ca. 1990) 
Odilon Alvarado’s 1975 death certificate shows that he was born in 1906 in San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico, and was living in this house at the time of his death.  He was a retired laborer. 
 

 
Death notice for Odilon Alvarado 

Austin American-Statesman, April 10, 1975 
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Obituary of Juanita Alvarado 

Austin American-Statesman, September 23, 1999 
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Water service permit for this address (1926) 

 

 
Building permit to Odilon Alvarado to remodel the house (1967), and to repair the house (1973) 

 


