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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 29, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0002 
3412 WERNER AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with a front-gabled, partial width 
mostly inset porch on ornamental metal supports; shed-roofed addition to the rear of the 
main block of the house; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1946; the first owners and occupants were George and Mary A. 
McKeen, who lived here until around 1948.  George McKeen was a store manager.  Around 
1948, Elvira Nardecchia purchased the house and lived here for the rest of her life.  Elvira 
Nardecchia was born in Italy, and came to Texas with her family, the Sconci’s, who settled 
in rural Travis County before moving into Austin.  The Sconci family was among the most 
prominent of the Italian immigrant families in Austin at the turn of the 20th century, 
engaged in several different types of businesses.  Elvira Sonci married Fabio Nardecchia, 
an Italian-born farmer.  They lived in southeastern Travis County for many years before 
moving to Somerset County, Pennsylvania in time to be counted there in the 1930 U.S. 
Census.  Fabio Nardecchia worked in a coal mine in Pennsylvania, but the family moved 
back to Texas after his death in the 1930s.  By 1940, Elvira Nardecchia was living on 
Trinity Street in Austin with her children.  One of her sons, Victor, established an Italian 
restaurant, Victor’s Italian Café, which along with Victor’s Italian Village, became very 
popular dining spots in Austin.  Elvira Nardecchia lived at the restaurant on E. 6th Street 
before buying this house.  While living in this house, she had no occupation listed, and she 
shared the house with one or more of her children, particularly her daughter, Sandy 
Ferguson, who continued to live in this house for over 10 years after Elvira’s death in 1972.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated the house with reference to the criteria for landmark designation as set 
forth in City Code, and has determined that the house does not meet the criteria for 
designation : 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame 1940s bungalow, a common style.  The 
house has no architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association.  The mother of a popular and prominent Italian 
restaurateur lived here in her retirement.  There does not appear to be any 
other significant historic associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for landmark 
designation, but it is located in a neighborhood that has high potential for designation as a 
historic district. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3412 Werner Avenue 
ca. 1946 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3412 Werner Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2017 
 
1992  Carole Peterson, owner 
  Employed by the IRS 
 
1985-86 Mrs. Sandy N. Ferguson, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Mrs. Sandy N. Ferguson, owner 

Cashier, Merritt, Schaeffer & Brown, men’s specialty store, 6th Street and 
Congress Avenue, Hancock Shopping Center, and Highland Mall. 

 
1977  Mrs. Sandy N. Ferguson, owner 

Cashier, Merritt, Schaeffer & Brown, men’s specialty store, 6th Street and 
Congress Avenue, and Hancock Shopping Center. 

 
1973  Mrs. Sandy N. Ferguson, owner 

Cashier, Merritt, Schaeffer & Brown, men’s specialty store, 6th Street and 
Congress Avenue, and Hancock Shopping Center. 

 
1968  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Sandy Ferguson, a cashier for Merritt, Schaeffer & Brown, men’s 
specialty store, 6th Street and Congress Avenue, and Hancock Shopping Center. 

 
1965  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Sandy Ferguson, a saleslady at Western Auto (multiple locations). 
 
1961  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1957  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  Widow, Fabio Nardecchia 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Sandy Ferguson, the widow of Lemuel Ferguson; she was a 
saleslady at Gem Jewelry, 715 Congress Avenue. 

 
1953  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  Widow, Fabi Nardecchia 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Dominic Nardecchia, a helper at Victor’s Italian Village, restaurant, 
1017 E. 6th Street; and Don Nardecchia, a helper. 
NOTE:  The Nardecchia family also owned Victor’s Italian Café, “Italian-American 
restaurant, spaghetti and ravioli dinners, steaks, and enchiladas, 409 W. 23rd 
Street. 

  NOTE:  Sandy and Lemuel Ferguson are not listed in the directory. 
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1949  Elvira Nardecchia, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed are Don Nardecchia, no occupation shown; and Sandy Ferguson, a 
cashier at Lerner’s, women’s clothing, 704 Congress Avenue. 

 
1947  George D. and Mary A. McKeen, owners 
  Store manager 

NOTE:  Elvira Nardecchia is listed at 1017 E. 6th Street, the same address as 
Victor’s Italian Village restaurant.  She had no occupation shown. 

 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  George D. and Mary A. McKeen are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Elvira Nardecchia (ca. 1948 – ca. 1972) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Elvira Nardecchia renting the house at 1605 Trinity Street in 
Austin.  She was a 50-year old widow who had been born in Italy, and had no occupation listed.  
With her lived her daughter Lena, 26, a press hand at a laundry; son Johnnie, 21, a laborer in a 
furniture store; son Dominic, 19; son Ernest, 17; and daughter, Sandina Ferguson, a 23-year old 
divorcee, who worked as a checker in a laundry, and had a daughter, Billy Jo Ferguson, 1.  All 
of the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Fabio and Elvira Nardecchia living in Conemaugh, Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania, where they rented their home.  Fabio Nardecchia was 46, had been born 
in Italy, and was a laborer in a coal mine.  Elvira Nardecchia was 39, had been born in Italy, and 
had no occupation listed.  There were 6 children listed in the census report: Victor, 20, a laborer 
in a coal mine; Lena, 16; Senturo, 14; John, 12; Dominic, 10; and Ernest, 8.  All of the children 
had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Fabio and Elvira Nardecchia living in Justice Precinct 6 of Travis 
County on the Bastrop-Del Valle Road.  Fabio Nardecchia was 28, had been born in Italy, and 
was a farmer on a general farm.  He could read and write, and he rented his house.  He had 
come to the United States in 1905.  Elvira Nardecchia was 21, had been born in Italy, and had 
no occupation listed.  She could read and write, and had come to the United States in 1905.  
They had a son, Victorio, 2 months, who had been born in Texas.  In the same house lived 
Vincenzo and Anna Porfirio, and their son, Angelo, 1, all Italian immigrants who had come to the 
United States in 1905.  Vincenzo Porfirio was a farmer; Anna Porfirio was a farm laborer.  The 
next two houses were occupied by families with the surname of Sconci, which was Elvira 
Nardecchia’s maiden name.  They had also been born in Italy and came to the United States in 
1905.  The Sconci families eventually moved into Austin, where they operated grocery 
businesses and cafes. 
 
Her 1972 death certificate shows that Elvira Sconci Nardecchia was living at this address at the 
time of her death.  She was born in 1890 in Aquila, Italy, and was a homemaker. 
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Obituary of Elvira Nardecchia 

Austin Statesman, July 25, 1972 
 

 
Funeral notice for Elvira Nardecchia 

Austin Statesman, July 26, 1972 
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News story on the death of Victor Nardecchia, the son of Fabio and Elvira Nardecchia, and the 

operator of Victor’s Italian Village restaurant, giving a short history of the restaurant 
Austin Statesman, June 30, 1964 
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Ad for the opening of Victor’s Italian Foods on 23rd Street 

Austin Statesman, September 12, 1941 
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Ad for Victor’s Italian Village 

Austin American-Statesman, October 3, 1954 
 

 
Building permit to Howard Beaver for the construction of this house (1946) 
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Water service permit to Howard Beaver for this address (1946) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Howard Beaver for this address (1946) 

 
 


