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From:   Sean Little        02-26-18 

Homeowner:  1500 Princeton Ave. 

  Austin, Texas 78757 

 

I have been the homeowner at 1500 Princeton Ave. since April 1998.  In October of 2017, I went to the 

City of Austin attempting to obtain permit approval to construct a carport structure to match the existing 

architectural style of my 1955 built home. I planned this carport to match the style and design of my older 

home so that it blends in with the neighborhood as well as making it an attractive and functional addition. 

Carports in my neighborhood and surrounding streets are a common feature among property owners.  

  

 To obtain my objective of building a carport has become very complicated. I have been to the City of 

Austin no less than 7 times both making triplicate copies of requested application documents and 

incurring $1300 in costs. As of this date, my application still has not been approved.  This latest time the 

plan was rejected due to the city of Austin’s strict application of the land development code’s 25 foot 

setback from my front property line. First, the initial rejection of my application was that my Professional 

Draftsman’s drawing did not have an engineer’s stamp and sign off on my plans. Second, the plan was 

rejected because of a simple mathematical error in calculating impervious cover.  Lastly the plan was 

rejected because the city employee (Reviewer) admitted that he had made a mistake and had failed to 

notice that my building plan encroached on the 25 ft setback from my property line toward the garage - 

a rule from an old land development code regulation established many years ago in Austin. My home is 

45 feet from the setback to the front of my home -- more than others in the neighborhood. The city 

reviewer should have noticed the setback violation immediately when I first made the application October 

13, 2017. Instead, I incurred the expense of a professional engineer and revision of my draftsman’s 

drawing, and seven trips to the city.  

 

 

I have spoken to and gathered the support of my neighbors with 20 signatures (approximately a 300 ft 

radius around my home.  When I went door to door during the weekend of January 20-21st to explain my 

proposal for the construction of the carport, no one that I have petitioned in person was against my 

carport plan. After obtaining neighbor’s support, I attending the Crestview Home Owners Association 
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meeting February 12th. I presented my proposal to a room full of neighborhood association members. I 

received a favorable response and was invited to attend the officers meeting the following Monday 

February 19th. There were 9 board members present and after I answered their questions concerning my 

plan, they voted unanimously in favor of my application to obtain a city permit.  

 

There are numerous carports of various sizes, construction materials and qualities of construction 

throughout this immediate neighborhood and further out on streets from Anderson Lane to Koenig. The 

majority of these constructed carports were either done without a permit or grandfathered before the 

City of Austin became involved in interpreting or enforcing the land development code. Many are 

inexpensive metal kit type carports. A carport of much less quality than what I propose to construct is 

right next door as well as many more down my street. Many examples in my area were constructed within 

15 feet or less of their property frontage encroaching onto the building setback line on their lots.   

 

My carport design was prepared by a professional draftsman and carpenter with the concept to match 

with the existing architecture of my house and would be constructed of quality materials adding to the 

local neighborhood appeal. I have designed my plan based upon newer carports that I have seen in my 

neighborhood and surrounding areas. There are two newer construction carports that are on my street 

(Princeton Ave.) and the next street over (Barbara St) that were of particular interest to me. Both of these 

are two car carports that were constructed of materials that were similar to the house design adding to 

the value and architectural appeal of the house from the street.  The first is a carport at 1701 Princeton 

that was built with a roof line that matches the home. The garage to curb distance is 45 feet which is the 

same as my driveway, 45 feet garage to curb. The front carport columns are about 23 ft from post to 

street. This distance is the same as I am attempting to achieve with my carport construction. This carport 

was constructed within the last three years and was done so without a permit. The carport at 1801 Barbara 

St. is an attractive 2 car carport built with a hip roof using the same shingles as the home and attractive 

cedar carport post supports. This carport has a 15 foot setback.  This carport was also constructed without 

a permit. Both of these carports demonstrate that my carport should be built with a granted variance. 

 

I have submitted my architectural drawings, approved and stamped by the engineer. My carport building 

design and construction was approved by the city’s technical code reviewer. I now hope that the board of 

adjustments will notice the quality of carport that I would like to have constructed and understand that 
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there will be approximately 24.5 feet from front carport column to curb. I do not have a city sidewalk in 

front of my yard.  

Thank you for your consideration of my variance request. I have worked diligently and patiently since 

October 2017 to go through the steps necessary to obtain permit approval from the City of Austin.   

Sincerely, 

Sean Little 

Cell: 512.293.4313 
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Variance Request

1500 Princeton Ave.

Austin, Texas 78757

Sean and Deborah Little
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1500 Princeton Ave.
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Proposed Carport Design 

Carport will match the gable on the right side of  house. 

Posts will have stone that matches the white cut stone on the house.
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1500 Princeton Ave. Corner Lot 

Princeton Ave. View Woodrow Ave. View.
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1500 Princeton Ave.

Side views

Left ViewRight View
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Proposed Carport Variance
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Proposed Carport Variance

Flag shows 15 feet from lot line
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1502 Princeton Ave. 

Next door Neighbor with metal 2 car carport
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1502 Princeton Ave. 
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Comparison of  1502 Princeton Ave. setback 

to 1500 Princeton setback
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All neighbors agreed with the variance request
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Carports in my neighborhood and surrounding streets are a 

common feature among property owners.
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Other Carports on Princeton Ave.

Varying sizes: 1 to 2 car carports

Varying styles:  Materials used for construction – wood and/or metal

Designed for functionality 

rather than architectural appeal.
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Carports on Princeton Ave.
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Carport at 1701 Princeton Ave. 

Recently constructed 2 car carport with architectural appeal.  

The front of  home and carport were updated so that the style matches.
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It has an attractive design which blends with the front of  the house, 

has matching wood and stone posts and has gutters.

This carport has a 15 foot setback.
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Carports on Barbara St. 

Varying styles and sizes

Setback on 1503 Barbara St. is only 6 ft from lot line.  
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Carport at 1801 Barbara St.

Newly constructed 2 car carport on the front of  home 

– matches style of  the home.
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Carport at 1801 Barbara St.

with 15 foot setback 
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1809 Barbara St. (corner of  Rutgers and Barbara St.) 

with garage 15 feet from lot line
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Carports on Woodrow

H04/40



Carports on Morrow St.

Varying sizes and styles
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Hardship:  1500 Princeton Ave.

1.  Location in Backyard

No curb cut on Woodrow. 

60 year old pecan tree in center of  back yard

Measured 7 ft. 10 in. circumference

Critical root zone extends 45 ft. from the tree 

Would have to back out onto busy Woodrow Ave.

Lack of  access to back door entry.

Bike lane on our side of  street on Woodrow Ave.

Bus stop at the corner of  our lot on Woodrow Ave.

Old Pecan tree in back yard Tree Canopy on the lot
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Hardship:  1500 Princeton Ave. 
2. One car garage in front of  home

Functionally obsolete parking situation with only one car garage

Vast majority of  homes in this neighborhood were built in the 50’s with one car 

garages which is why home owners have added carports since construction.

Cars park in front of  our home because they can no longer park on other side of  the 

street in front of  their homes on Woodrow
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Variance Request

Sean and Deborah Little

1500 Princeton Ave.

Austin, Texas 78757

Proposed Carport Design
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Crestview Neighborhood Association |   |  P. O. Box 9505, Austin, TX 78766

2/21/2019

attn: The City of Austin Board of Adjustment 

The officers of the Crestview Neighborhood Association have reviewed Sean 
Little’s carport design plan and the documentation he provided showing the 
agreement of his nearby neighbors. We support his decision to petition the Board 
of Adjustments at The City of Austin to accept his design proposal and to grant 
the variance necessary in order for the city to issue the building permit.    

Sincerely, 

Mike Lavigne
President
Crestview Neighborhood Association
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