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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2018-0010 HLC DATE: December 11, 2017
February 26, 2018

PC DATE:
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Robert Mueller Airport Control Tower

WATERSHED: Harper’s Branch

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 3952 Berkman Drive

ZONING FROM: PUD to PUD-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from planned unit development (PUD) district to planned unit development — Historic
Landmark (PUD-H) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

Architecture, historical associations, and community value.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: December 11, 2017: Initiated historic
zoning. Vote: 9-0. February 26 2018: Recommend historic zoning for the control tower
and the associated tract identified in the metes and bounds description and survey. Vote:
8-0 (Reed, Brown, and Hudson absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The control tower is beyond the bounds of any City survey
to date.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Mueller

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

The tower has a concrete frame, with aluminum and glass panels on the exterior. The original
structure had alternating light blue and dark blue porcelain panels set in vertical bands; much
of this was covered by glass in a renovation, but restored to its original materials and
configuration today. The control tower is 18 feet by 18 feet at its base, and 9 stories tall, rising
83 feet, 10 inches to the top of the roof. It begins to flare at the 3 floor, eventually to a space
that is 30 feet, 7 inches square at the control room on the 9t floor of the structure.

Historical Associations:

Austin’s municipal airport dates back to 1928, when local voters authorized bonds to purchase
property on the northeastern edge of the city. The airport opened in October, 1930, and was
named for Robert Mueller, a city commissioner who died unexpectedly in 1927. The first
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facilities at the airport were very basic — small wooden buildings and gravel runways. The
airport improved its facilities in the 1930s with the introduction of commercial air travel to
Austin in 1936, paving runways and constructing facilities for passengers. By the mid-1950s,
the airport had expanded considerably with additional runways to handle the increasing air
traffic; propeller planes offered service to most other cities in Texas and beyond. However,
Austin’s airport was wholly inadequate to handle the jet traffic that began to dominate the
skies in the late 1950s. In an effort to maintain the city’s status as a progressive, modern
place, new bonds were passed in the late 1950s to construct a new airport terminal and control
tower, and expand the runways necessary for jet aircraft to serve Austin.

Local architects Fehr and Granger were chosen to design the new airport facilities, which won
a runner-up award from Progressive Architect in 1959. Fehr and Granger were noted for their
mid-century Modern designs throughout the city, and proposed a very modern design for the
new airport terminal and control tower. The new facilities embodied the aesthetics of mid-
century Modern style in its long, low profile and horizontal configuration, with ample glass at
the entries and a series of continuous extruded lozenge-shaped motifs along the cornice of the
entry promenade. Rising from the terminal building was the airport control tower, which was
designed to have a dramatic and modern presence, pleasing to the eye whether in the air or on
the ground. It had a flared top and observation deck, and was covered with alternating bands
of vertical light and dark blue porcelain panels. The new terminal and control tower opened in
late May, 1961; Vice-President Lyndon Baines Johnson as well as Austin mayor Lester Palmer
attended the celebrations.

The airport continued to be expanded over the next few decades as air traffic in Austin
continued to increase. However, the city also grew up around the airport, with many residents
of new subdivisions complaining of the noise from the nearby airport. In 1999, the city decided
to close Robert Mueller Municipal Airport in favor of the current facilities at the old Bergstrom
Air Force Base, southeast of the city. The airport terminal was demolished in 2002, leaving the
distinctive control tower as the iconic symbol of the airport’s past.

PARCEL NO.: See attached field notes for the 1,024-square foot tract for historic zoning.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached field notes for the portion of Lot 1, Block 94B,
Mueller Sec VII-C Subd Amended proposed for historic zoning.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: N/A (public property).

APPRAISED VALUE: N/A

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good

PRESENT OWNERS: City of Austin
DATE BUILT: ca. 1961

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: The control tower remains as an artifact on the site; the rest
of the airport terminal building was demolished in 2002.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): City of Austin

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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This product is for informaticnal purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only thé
approximate relative location of property boundarles.
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PICA 37129 AUSTIN MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 1961, BILL MALONE, PHOTOGRAPHER
AUSTIN HISTORY CENTER http:/Mlibrary.austintexas.gov/ahc/favorite-35-344512
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1,024 SQUARE FEET FN NO. 17-261 (MJJ)

CATELLUS - RMMA AUGUST 2%, 2017

MUELLER CONTROL TOWER JOB NO. 222010927
DESCRIPTION

OF 1,024 SQUARE FEET OF SITUATED IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN, TRAVIS
COUNTY, TEXAS, BEING A PORTION OF LOT 1, BLOCK 94 AMENDED PLAT
OF MUELLER SECTION VII-C SUBDIVISION, A SUBDIVISION OF RECORD IN
DOCUMENT NO. 201400036 OF THE OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF TRAVIS
COUNTY, TEXAS; SAID 1,024 SQUARE FEET ALSQ BEING A PORTION OF
THAT CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND CONVEYED TO THE CITY OF AUSTIN BY
DEED OF RECORD VOLUME 1964, PAGE 397 OF THE DEED RECORDS OF
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS; SAID 1,024 SQUARE FEET BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING, at a 1/2 inch iron rod with “BURY” cap found in the
curving southerly right-of-way 1line of Sorin Street (60’
R.O0.W.}, being the northerly line of said Lot 1, from which a
1/2 inch iron rod with “BURY” cap found in the southerly right-
of-way line of Sorin Street, being the northerly line of said
Lot 1 bears, N74°13'39%E, a chord distance of 119.38 feet;

THENCE, S06°00’25”E, leaving the southerly right-of-way line of
Sorin Street, over and across said Lot 1, a distance of 274.79
feet to a 1/2 inch iron rod with “STANTEC” cap set for the POINT
OF BEGINNING, and northeasterly corner hereof;

THENCE, continuing over and across said Lot 1, for the easterly,
southerly, westerly and northerly lines hereof, the following
four (4) courses and distances:

1) S13°09719”E, a distance of 32.00 feet to a 1/2 inch iron
rod with “STANTEC” cap set for the southeasterly corner
hereof, from which the intersection of the easterly right-
of-way line of Berkman Drive (132° R.0.W.) with the
northerly right-of-way line of McCurdy Street (50’ R.O.W.),
same being the southwesterly corner of said Lot 1 bears,
S05°257257E, a distance of 259.93 feet;

2) 876°50’41”W, a distance of 32.00 feet to a 1/2 inch iron
rod with "“STANTEC” cap set for the southwesterly corner
hereof;

3) N13°09’19”W, a distance of 32.00 feet to a 1/2 inch iron
rod with "“STANTEC” cap set for the northwesterly corner
hereof;

4) N76°50'41”E, a distance of 32.00 feet to the POINT OF
BEGINNING, containing an area of 1,024 square feet of land,
more or less, within these metes and bounds.

STANTEC CONSULTING , #?’
SERVICES INC. R.P.L.&" . 5267 MARK JERRY JEZISEK
221 WEST SIXTH ST. STATE OF TEXAS Y ey
SUITE 600 TBPLS # F-10194230

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 mark.jezisek@stantec.com

.' .'..-""..“llllll.lllll.l.lll, LE Rty
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BEARING BASIS:

TEXAS COORDINATE SYSTEM, NAD
83(93), CENTRAL ZONE, UTILIZING CITY
OF AUSTIN PROVIDED RMMA GPS
CONTROL MONUMENTS RMO1—RM10.

VICINITY MAP
N.T.S.
LINE TABLE LEGEND
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F— - “BURY" CAP FOUND
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gy YT ET L1 ' SHEET 2 OF 2
221 Waest Sixth Street, Suite 400 Tifle
Austin, TX 78701 MUELLER CONTROL TOWER

TBPE # F-6324 TBPLS # 10194230

www.sfantec.com

AUSTIN, TEXAS
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TAX CERTIFICATE NO 9015
Bruce Elfant
Travis County Tax Assessor-Collector

P.O. Box 1748
Austin, Texas 78767
{512) 854-9473
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-1516-2601-0000
PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
CiTY OF AUSTIN LOT 1 BLK 94B MUELLER SEC VII-C
2110-A COSA RATON DR STE 103 SUBD AMENDED

AUSTIN, TX 78747

SITUS INFORMATION: 3925 BERKMAN DR 78723

This is to certify that after a careful check of tax records of this office, the following taxes, delinquent taxes, penalties
and interest are due on the described property of the following tax unit(s):

YEAR ENTITY TOTAL

2016 AUSTIN ISD * EXEMPT *
CITY OF AUSTIN * EXEMPT *
TRAVIS COUNTY * EXEMPT *
TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT * EXEMPT *
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE * EXEMPT *
TOTAL TAX: * EXEMPT *

UNPAID FEES: * NONE *

INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *

COMMISSION: * NONE *
TOTALDUE==> * EXEMPT *

ALL TAXES ABOVE ARE EXEMPT FOR TAX YEAR 2016.

The above-described property may be subject to special valuation based on its use, and additional rollback taxes may
become due, (Section 23.55, State Property Tax Code).
Pursuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of $10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2017.

BRUCE ELFANT
Fee Paid: $10.00 Tax Assessor-Collector

By: / Yh ;/ W/i
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Progressive Architecture 1959 Jan., v. 40, p. 114-115.

january 1959

world s Inrgest architeaterol cnculstion

sixth annual design awards program 1959
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commerce: Design Award

Trrminal Building, Robers Moeller Municipal Alrpnet
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Progressive Architecture 1961 Nov., v. 42, p. 154-157.
/ y / 3
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MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

TEAMINAL BUILIMAC * ROBLET MUELLER
MUKICIPAL ANIPOWT * AURTIN, TEXAS *
OFVICE OF YRUE & CEANCER, ARCIITECTY
s W, (LARK CAALC, STHUCTURAL ENCINERR

The ait uraffic al Ansiin s not grest
enough lo require the latest mechanieal

o in p ger and b hane
dling, but 1he plasaing ol the new ter
mingl in based on the ssma lactors that
guvern the design of larger &t Lerminals,
The master plan s projected for two
10-year stages of expensbon; the present
terminal will be able to bandbe the masi.

mum trafic rolume of 162 paseengern
per bour predicied for 1970,

The terminal i & vio-story rectangular
bullding with a ficld-bevel finger extend.
ing o onto the apme; three sireraft
pathing positions are dated on
each tide of the Ruger. The control
fower tises aborn the terminal bullding
and bs o distinctive landmark both from
the grouml and from the air, AR pas
renger, bogguge, and  sdminditrative

g, are r 1. ' ‘h 1 inal
building. #s well as several facilithes,
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The sirlines checkin cosatert (top) wre W the east
of the terminal’s meals conconrse {middic). Covered
Jot indomnd end sarbuand

e ron:
nert sha contenrie wiih the loadisg finger. A broed
canepy ovr (he midile of the fager (below) shelien
twe boarding prtrs. This canspy will be reponiad when
the fInger is rrrended,

156 dir Terminaly MOYEMBER I8 Pk
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The wrminal bullding has & meel

baggagn wre wpmtdhmun{n
one-wiy countercleckwise route. Out:
bound passengers cheek in on the cant
akde of the building and proceed 1o the
finger by way ol & pastage on the east
wide of the concourse. lobodnd pasern:
gers enter the terminal by a pamagewny
wn the west olde of the

with & yuel system of 5-fi-deep
sleel Umases manping betwern the long
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ROYEMBRR Hél PIA

w laciiitate alterations,

The Ginger o 3n vpen walkway shel-
tered by o steed-{ramad canepy, The cone
trul tower bas & conerele (rame and an
slumisum and glass eutericr.

The design of tha 1eminal won 8 P7A
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the eriginal design,
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