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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 25, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0258 
2624 METCALFE ROAD 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1934 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled rock-veneered house with a partial-width inset 
porch; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; attached carport.  The rock veneer on this house 
is composed of what appears to be creek and field stones laid in random patterns on the 
house walls. 
RESEARCH 

The history of this house is difficult to determine with complete accuracy, as it was in the 
county when it was built, and there is no documentary evidence of its construction.  Further 
complicating matters is that two members of the Metcalfe family had homes in this 
neighborhood – Orin E. Metcalfe, and his son, Marlton O. Metcalfe.  Staff has made the 
hypothesis that this house was the home of the son, Marlton O. Metcalfe, as the addresses 
in later city directories show him and his wife, Daisy, at this address, and the address for 
his father, Orin E. Metcalfe, at what appears to be a little further north.  A visit to the site 
showed that there is an earlier, very modest, wood house at what could be the address of 
Orin E. Metcalfe, but at this point in the research and evaluation, it is not clear if the wood 
house was the home of Orin Metcalfe. 
Assuming that staff’s hypothesis is true, this was the home of Marlton O. Metcalfe and his 
wife Daisy.  They lived here from what appears to be the construction date of ca. 1934, for 
the rest of their lives.  Marlton O. Metcalfe was the Travis County surveyor, and was also a 
partner in an engineering firm with his father, Orin E. Metcalfe, who served as the city 
engineer for many years in the early 20th century, and who was responsible for what would 
be today considered the realm of public works, especially the laying out and paving of city 
streets, among other responsibilities.  Before moving out to this site on the outskirts of 
town in the mid-1930s, Marlton O. Metcalfe and his wife lived in the home of his parents, 
Orin and Clara Metcalfe, at 1204 Travis Heights Boulevard.  Father and son had Metcalfe 
Engineering Company for many years after Orin E. Metcalfe retired from his position as 
city engineer around the same time he and his son moved out to this site in the mid-1930s, 
and went to work for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.  Marlton O. Metcalfe was a 
registered public surveyor, and the official surveyor for Travis County, a very important 
role in the development of the city and county at that time, from 1939 to 1978, then devoted 
himself full-time to his engineering firm.  His son, Marlton O. Metcalfe, Jr., was also 
associated with the family engineering firm, and continued both the business and his 
father’s role as county surveyor after the elder Marlton Metcalfe retired.  Marlton O. 
Metcalfe lived in this house until his death in 1985; his widow, Daisy Metcalfe, lived here 
until her death in 1997. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code, 
but recognizes that the house is in very poor condition: 
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a. Architecture. While exhibiting a simple form, this house is distinguished by 

its stone walls, which evidence a particular style of construction, requiring 
layering and pressing the stones into mortar spread on a concrete footer.  
Most stone-veneer houses in Austin have cut-stone walls utilizing larger 
pieces of rock in a random mosaic pattern on the walls, and are generally 
constructed with native sandstone or limestone.  This house, by comparison, 
uses the entire rock, a much more unusual technique in central Texas. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by Marlton and 
Daisy Metcalfe from the time of its construction in the mid-1930s, until they 
passed away, in 1985 and 1997 respectively.  Marlton Metcalfe held the 
position of county surveyor from 1939 to 1978, as well as serving as a 
principal in his family’s engineering firm.  His father, Orin E. Metcalfe, 
appears to have more significance to the history of development in the city in 
his long-time role as city engineer in the early 20th century. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of this house to the greatest extent possible, 
including a postponement to July 23, 2018 to fully evaluate the condition of the house and 
its potential for preservation and rehabilitation.  The house is an architectural curiosity 
with its rock construction, and has possible historical significance to its builder and long-
time owner, Marlton O. Metcalfe, the county surveyor.  If the Commission decides to release 
the permit, then staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations (after the debris is cleared away), a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 D.11 - 4 

2624 Metcalfe Road 
ca. 1934 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2624 Metcalfe Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2018 
 
1992  Daisy D. Metcalfe, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Marlton O. Metcalfe, Jr., the president of Metcalfe & Sanders, 
engineers, 4800 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1985-86 Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
  Director, Metcalfe Engineering, 4800 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1981  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

Director, Metcalfe Engineering, registered professional engineer, registered 
public surveyor; Marlton O. Metcalfe, Jr., Travis County Surveyor, 4800 S. 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1977  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

Director, Metcalfe Engineering, registered professional engineer, registered 
public surveyor; Marlton O. Metcalfe, Jr., Travis County Surveyor, and president, 
4800 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1973  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
  Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1710 Eva Street. 
  NOTE:  Orin E. Metcalfe lived at 2500 Metcalfe Road. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 2604 Metcalfe Road. 
 
1968  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
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Travis County Surveyor, 510 Travis County Court House. 
NOTE:  Orin E. Metcalfe was the proprietor of Metcalfe Engineering, civil 
engineers and land surveyors, 1710 Eva Street.  He lived at 2500 Metcalfe Road. 

 
1965  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
  Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1710 Eva Street. 
 
1962  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
  Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1710 Eva Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being on Burleson Road. 
 
1959  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
  County Surveyor, 4th floor, Travis County Court House 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being on Burleson Road. 
  NOTE:  Orin and Dorothy Metcalfe are not listed in the directory. 
 
1955 Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 

Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1011 Guadalupe Street, 
and Travis County Surveyor. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is listed as being on Route 2, Box 759. 
NOTE:  Orin E. Metcalfe was serving as the assistant county surveyor.  He and 
Clara lived on Route 2, Box 757. 
 

1953  Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe, owners 
County surveyor and proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 
1011 Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  Orin E. Metcalfe is listed as the assistant county surveyor. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is listed as being Route 2, Burleson Road.  
Orin E. and Clara Metcalfe also lived on Route 2, Burleson Road. 

 
1952  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

County surveyor, and proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 
1011 Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is listed sa being Route 2, Burleson Road.  
Orin E. and Clara Metcalfe also had the same address. 

 
1949  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

County surveyor, and proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 
1011 Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is Burleson Road. 

 
1947  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

County surveyor, and proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1-
2 Pope Building, 135 W. 6th Street. 

 
1942  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

County surveyor, and proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, 1-
2 Pope Building, 135 W. 6th Street. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is the west side of Burleson Road, 7 houses 
south of the city limit. 

 
1940  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering, civil engineers and 
surveyors, 1-2 Pope Building, 135 W. 6th Street. 
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NOTE:  The address of the house is the west side of Burleson Road, 7 houses 
south of the city limit. 
NOTE:  Orin E. and Clara Metcalfe lived on the west side of Burleson Road, 2 
houses south of the city limit.  He was a civil engineer with offices at 422 
Littlefield Building. 

 
1937  Marlton O. and Daisy D. Metcalfe, owners 

Proprietor, Metcalfe Engineering, civil engineers and surveyors, 1-2 Pope 
Building, 135 W. 6th Street. 
NOTE:  The address of the house is the west side of Burleson Road, 7 houses 
south of the city limit. 
NOTE:  Orin E. and Clara Metcalf are listed on the west side of Burleson Road, 6 
houses south of the city limit.  He was an engineer with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

 
1935  Marlton O. and Daisy Dell Metcalfe, owners 

Proprietor (with Orin E. Metcalfe), Metcalfe Engineering and Contracting 
Company, engineers, surveyors, ad contractors, 1-2 Pope Building, 135 W. 6th 
Street.  Marlton O. Metcalfe is also listed as a land surveyor, lot subdivision, and 
country surveys. 
NOTE: The address of the house is the west side of Burleson Road, 7 houses 
southeast of the city limits.  Orin E. and Clara M. Metcalfe are listed on the west 
side of Burleson Road, 6 houses southeast of the city limits. 

 
1932-33 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Marlton O. and Daisy Dell Metcalfe are listed at 1204 Travis Heights 
Boulevard, the home of his parents, Orin E. and Clara Metcalfe.  Marlton O. 
Metcalfe was a land surveyor, lot subdivisions, and country surveys.  His father, 
Orin E. Metcalfe, was the city engineer. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Marlton O. and Daisy Dell Metcalfe (ca. 1934 – ca. 1997) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Marlton O. and Daisy Metcalfe as the owners of a house on 
Route 6 in Travis County; the house was worth $500.  Marlton O. Metcalfe was 32, had been 
born in Texas, and was a surveyor in private practice.  Daisy Metcalfe was 30, had been born in 
Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had  a son, Marlton, Jr., 6, who had been born in 
Texas. 
 
Marlton O. Metcalfe appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 22-year old son of Orin E. and 
Clara E. Metcalfe, who owned their home at 1204 Travis Heights Boulevard.  Marlton was the 
oldest of the Metcalfes’ 5 children.  He was born in Texas and was a land surveyor.  His father, 
Orin E. Metcalfe, 45, was born in Massachusetts to English-born parents, and was the city 
engineer.  His mother, Clara E. Metcalfe, 43, had been born in Texas and had no occupation 
listed.  Marlton was the only one of the Metcalfe children with an occupation listed in the census 
report. 
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Advertisement for the election of Marlton O. Metcalfe to be County Surveyor 

Austin Statesman, July 23, 1938 
 
 
 

 

 
Short biography of Marlton O. Metcalfe in the slate of candidates for county offices 

Austin American-Statesman, October 11, 1974 
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Advertisement for Metcalfe Engineering Company 
Austin American-Statesman, February 22, 1953 
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Obituary of Marlton Metcalfe’s father, Orin E. Metcalfe, detailing the Metcalfes’ business history 

Austin American-Statesman, June 10, 1974 
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Story on Marlton O. Metcalfe, Jr. taking over his father’s surveying position 

Austin American-Statesman, November 19, 1978 
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Obituary of Marlton O. Metcalfe 

Austin American-Statesman, September 21, 1985 
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Obituary of Daisy Metcalfe 

Austin American-Statesman, January 9, 1997 
 


