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AUSTIN AREA COMPREHENSIVE HIV PLANNING COUNCIL             REGULAR MEETING 
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES                                                                TUESDAY, MAY 22ND, 2018 
                                                                                                      
The Austin Area Comprehensive HIV Planning Council convened in a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 
22nd, 2018 at City Hall, 301 West 2nd Street, Room 1027 in Austin, Texas. 
 
Chair Justin Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 6:00p.m.   
 
Council Members in Attendance: 
Chair Justin Smith, Vice Chair L.J. Smith, Secretary Glenn Crawford, Akeshia Johnson Smothers, 
Aubrey Bragila, Barry Waller, Dale Thele, Emma Sinnott, Jessica Pierce, Whitney Bulna 
 
Staff in Attendance: Cassandra DeLeon, Program Manager, Laura Still, Planner, Scott Lyles, Program 
Coordinator, Halana Kaleel, Administrative Senior  
 
Administrative Agent: Glenn Selfe and Patricia (Trish) Niswander 
 
Presenters: Brent Bednarik and Alicia Weigel  
 

1. CERTIFICATION OF QUORUM 
Chair Justin Smith established and certified Quorum.  

 
2. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

No Citizen Communication occurred.  
 

3. INTRODUCTION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Council Member Jessica Pierce will be resigning due to job change.  

 
4. APPROVAL OF APRIL 24TH, 2018 MINUTES  

The minutes from the meeting of April 24th, 2018 were approved.  
 

5. COMMUNITY INITIATIVE PRSENTATIONS 
 Online HIV Resource Guide 

o Guest Brent Bednarik, one of the founders of Red Ribbon an online resource 
guide for HIV Services presented. 
 He was inspired to update the Dallas “Purple Book”-resource guide for 

services which typically was only updated every 3-4 years, and was 
usually out of date as soon as the resource guide was printed. 

 He hopes to make a free online version which is client informed and 
mobile friendly. 

 This online resource will be continually updated. 
 User friendly for case managers and client use. 

o Council Member Emma Sinnott asked about how resources are updated. 
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 Brent commented that changes are not made until confirmed with 
resource. 

o Council Member L.J. Smith asked about the resource guides funding source. 
 Brent said the resource guide is currently self-funded but he hopes to 

soon have sponsors and use ads related to HIV topics for funding.  
o Council Member Whitney Bulna suggested a website monitor familiar with local 

HIV resources to inform the process.  
o Brent has completed the resource guide for Dallas and Austin will be the second 

pilot for the website.  
 Putting the ‘I’ in LGBTQIA+ 

o Guest Alicia Weigel an Intersex Advocate present on Intersex Awareness and 
Advocacy. 
 Intersex individuals remain heavily stigmatized even though they are 

1.7% of the world’s population. Meaning in Austin there is at least 
19,000 intersex individuals. 

 Intersex individuals face extreme barriers in access to care.  
 Often experimentation occurs with intersex children. 
 Alicia herself has to fly to New York from Austin to get competent care 

being intersex. 
 Alicia encouraged council members to be aware of intersex issues to 

provide the best care to people with HIV. 
 

6. ADMINSTRATIVE AGENCY REPORT 
 Part A 

o FY17 Ryan White Part A Performance Outcomes by Service Category (See 
Appendix A) was reviewed by council.  

o Administrative Agency Report was reviewed by council (See Appendix B). 
o Administrative Agent Glenn Selfe presented FF17 Carryover Funds/FY18 

Quality Management Funds Realignment (See Appendix C) to council.  
 Administrative Agent is waiting on decision for Quality Management 

Funds Realignment until final Ryan White Part A reward is received.  
 Part B 

o Council Member Jessica Pierce presented Ryan White Part B Administrative 
Agency Report (See Appendix D). 

o No client complaints this month.  
 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
a. Executive Committee 

 Vote on new membership application 
o Executive Committee recommendation adopting Roger Baltazar membership 

application was approve on an 8-0-2 vote. Those members voting aye were: 
Council Members Chair Justin Smith, Vice Chair L.J. Smith, Secretary Glenn 
Crawford, Akeshia Johnson Smothers, Aubrey Bragila, Barry Waller, Dale 
Thele, and Jessica Pierce. Council Member Whitney Bulna and Emma Sinnott 
abstained.  

 Vote on membership reapplication 
o Executive Committee recommendation adopting Council Member L.J. Smith’s 

membership reapplication was approved on a 9-0 vote. Those members voting 
aye were: Council Members Chair Justin Smith, Secretary Glenn Crawford, 
Akeshia Johnson Smothers, Aubrey Bragila, Barry Waller, Dale Thele, Emma 
Sinnott, Jessica Pierce, and Whitney Bulna. Vice-Chair L.J. Smith abstained.  
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 Vote on recommended changes to the Bylaws  
o Tabled due to pending legal review.  

b. Comprehensive Plan Committee 
 Comprehensive Plan Monitoring 

o Currently soliciting community input.  
 Needs Assessment 

o Completed practice focus group with the Comprehensive Plan Committee. 
o Currently working on focus group development.  
o Council Member Whitney Bulna currently working on one pager for Needs 

Assessment.  
 Standards of Care 

o Vote on Outpatient Ambulatory Health Service Standard  
 Comprehensive Plan Committee recommendation adopting Outpatient 

Ambulatory Health Service Standard was approved on a 9-0 vote. 
Council Members Chair Justin Smith, Vice Chair L.J. Smith, Secretary 
Glenn Crawford, Akeshia Johnson Smothers, Barry Waller, Dale Thele, 
Emma Sinnott, Jessica Pierce, and Whitney Bulna. Council Member 
Aubrey Bragila was absent.  

c. Allocations Committee 
 PSRA Process Update 

o Allocations committee heavily reviewed data and consumer input from HIV 
Needs Assessment while prioritizing.  

 Priority ranking vote  
o Allocations Committee recommendation adopting Priority ranking vote was 

approved on an 8-0-2 vote. Those members voting aye were: Council Members 
Chair Justin Smith, Vice Chair L.J. Smith, Secretary Glenn Crawford, Akeshia 
Johnson Smothers, Aubrey Bragila, Barry Waller, Dale Thele, and Jessica 
Pierce. Council Members Whitney Bulna and Emma Sinnott recused from this 
item due to a conflict of interest and left the dais.  

 
8. HIV PLANNING COUNCIL STAFF REPORT  

 The presentation was made by Laura Still, Planner, Austin Public Health (See Appendix 
E). 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT  

Chair Justin Smith adjourned the meeting at 7:18p.m. without objection.  
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Appendix E 

The mission of the HIV Planning Council is to develop and coordinate an effective and comprehensive 
community-wide response to HIV/AIDS. 

Planning Council Staff Report  
May 22, 2018 Business Meeting  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Interview Opportunity for Long Term Survivors Day 

HIV Planning Council wants to share stories of long-term survivors! To share your story, 
please email HIVPlanningCouncil@austintexas.gov  with answers to the questions below 
and attach a picture of yourself. This would be featured on HIV Planning Council’s 
Facebook page.  

1) What does being a long-term survivor mean to you?  
2) Share a piece of advice for others living with HIV.  
3) I grant permission for the HIV Planning Council to share my photo and answers 

for the purposes of celebrating HIV Long-Term Survivor Awareness Day. Note: 
The information you provide may be available to the general public.  (please 
indicate YES or NO)  
                      YES                   ___NO 

 
Save the Date Fast-Track Cities/ Getting to Zero Summit Wednesday, June 20th  

o Outreach opportunity 
 
Save the Date- HIV and Aging Conference- September 7th  Click Here to Register 
Today! 

 
Community Workshop “Understanding PEP”  

 PEP (Post Exposure Prophylaxis) is an excellent tool that when used correctly can save a 
person's mental wellbeing after a possibly traumatic experience. Experts from the HIV & 
Aging Conference sponsor Kind Clinic will discuss the breakthroughs that PEP has 
provided, and how it can shape a future where HIV contraction is a thing of the past!  

When: Thursday June 14, 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
Where: Parsons House, 1130 Camino La Costa, Austin, TX 78752  
            (With plenty of free parking across the street!) 
Cost: FREE! 

 
Women Rising has requested a woman from the HIV Planning Council to come speak about the 
council to the members of the Women Rising program. Please email Planner, Laura Still if you 
would like to speak to this group on behalf of the Planning Council.  
 
AIDS Memorial Candlelight was May 20th 

o Free and confidential HIV testing was provided 
o 30 names of people who died in the Austin area from HIV/AIDS and complications 

since last year’s memorial:  
LINDA, JUAN, LEWIS, WILLIE, JOAQUIN, JOHN, NATHAN, TRAVIS, 
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TYLER, STACEY, JOHN, ERNEST, STERLING, PAUL, GLEN, RUBIN, 
THOMAS, DEBRA, ARTHUR, RANDY, HOPE, ROBERT, BILLY, MICHAEL, 
ERIC, BILLY, WILLIAM, RONALD, ARTHUR AND DONALD. 

 
Hill Country Ride for AIDS was on April 28th 

o $573,892 was raised to benefit nine AIDS Service Organizations in the Austin area 
o Thank you to member Dale Thele for organizing an outreach event at their kick-off 

and to LJ Smith, Glenn Crawford, and Barry Waller for volunteering 
STAFF ACTIVITIES 

Ryan White Part A Grant Activities 

 Project Officer Conference Call Updates 
 Preparing HRSA Annual Progress Report PC Components 
 Coordinating with HRAU on allocation and reallocation processes, policies, and data needs 

 
Texas HIV Syndicate Participation 

 State End the Epidemic Plan development 
 Regional co-chair  

 
Needs Assessment 

 Developing focus group guide and key informant interviews 
 Will support PC members in conducting field test of key informant interview with APH HIV 

Social Work Staff 
 Will coordinate with HRAU and community organizations to develop focus group calendar 
 2018 Texas HIV/STD Conference Poster Presentation Abstract due May 31st 

 
Comprehensive Planning 

 Distributed monitoring report to CQI committee and broad community stakeholders 
 Update monitoring plan with community feedback 

 
Outreach and Recruitment  

 Hill Country Ride for AIDS recruitment event 
 Developing/revising outreach pamphlet into one page flyer 
 Social media posts 
 Planning Council Monthly Digest Email 
 Website updates 

 
Assessment of the Administrative Mechanism 

 Will occur in June, 2018 
 
Technical Assistance and Training 

 National Ryan White Conference  
 Parliamentary Procedures 
 Coordinating By-Laws approval process with city attorney  

  
Partnerships  
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 Providing subject matter expertise to Getting to Zero/Fast Track Cities Initiative 
o Executive meeting was held May 16 
o Consortium is scheduled for June 20th with Mayor and County Judge signing on to 

FTC 
 
Other  

 City of Austin Open Data Portal project 

 
 

 


