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Posting Language: Approve a resolution directing the City Manager to take 

actions related to improving transportation options and addressing parking 

challenges in and around Zilker Park. 

Sponsor: Kitchen 

Cosponsors: Troxclair, Alter, Pool 

RESOLUTION NOi 
. 4 % 

WHEREAS, Zilker Metropolitan Eaiyhas^'^^ome a destination for 

community members, tourists and visitOTS^experience tRe^^que natural features 

cultural facilities, educational facilities, .-recreational assets^aiid special events 

resulting in an estimated annuaLvisitation rate^t.(^er 2 million vigors per year; 

and 

WHEREAS, the ĴParkland^Bventŝ vTask For^jkdevoted ample time to 

analyzing the spe.giaU^entsi^hedule 'a^^^te'd wit'l^ilker Metropolitan Park and 

recommended 27 sp^al ev^^days to i^ude, Austin City Limits, Blues on the 

G r e e n , ^ ^ ^ £ i 1 : ' ^ ^ e s t i v ^ ^ ^ i l ^ ^ S ^ ^ ^ h t i n g and Trail of Lights to be held at 

Z i l k e ^ ^ k attracting^an estimated attendagce of 787,000 annually; and 

WH'^EAS, faciittoes l ike^e Austin Nature and Science Center, Zilker 

Hillside Theat^^^irton Spirihgs Pool and the Zilker Botanical Garden offer daily 

program opportui^^s^and«occasional special events attracting approximately 1.3 

million additional visitowaimually; and 

WHEREAS, operationally, Zilker Metropolitan Park has managed the 

visitation numbers and event staging by creating temporary staging and temporary 

parking areas at both the Polo Fields and along Stratford Drive to reduce the impacts 

to area neighborhoods; and 



WHEREAS, the Polo Fields are located over the recharge zone for Barton 

Springs, , making parking in the space less than desirable; and 

WHEREAS, in order to accommodate the current visitation numbers, Zilker 

Metropolitan Park operationally utilizes both the Polo Fields and the Stratford Drive 

landfill space to accommodate temporary parking and temporary staging for special 

events, instead of restoring and utilizing these as grccn^paces for park use ; and 

WHEREAS, the Parkland Events Task ForeeVcreated under the direction of 

Council Resolution No. 20170202-046, raad^P^corf^ndation C4- "Develop a 

parking and traffic solution for parks-n^^Could reduo^sage of green space 

parking, such as the Polo Field at Zilker '^k"; and 

WHEREAS, the land al^^tratford o l ^ W h of the stre^and south of 

Lady Bird Lake and east of the M^^^erpass^fel^west of Lou Neff Drive is a 
^ ^ ^ ^ '.iV-. 

capped landfill covering&pproximaMy 12 ac^^in totaMiid 7.5 acres in the above 

described space; any'- ' 

WHEREAS. tlMbniWHM ̂ ohas mDerienced deterioration over the past 

decad^^nd this de.tgpiOTatio,̂ ĥ s creat^^^ro^ion, depressions in the landfill cap, 

undesirat̂ le vegetation'W0wthVai|d drainage issues; and 

WHEra^S, Zilker.^^letropolitan Park will benefit from a comprehensive 

traffic and parkin^nalysi^sfaiid 

WHEREAS, Z ^ ^ r Metropolitan Park's unique cultural, recreational and 

natural assets have necessitated individualized feature specific master planning 

processes to be initiated, absent of a holistic master planning process; and 

WHEREAS, the City is committed to exploring and implementing 

transportation options, including solutions such as shuttles, special events 



^ .5: 

transportation, and transportation demand management strategies to address the 

challenges of congesrion; and 

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department under the guidance of the 

Watershed Protection Department and the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality (TCEQ) have proposed a short term temporary improvement plan to remove 

cars fi-om the Polo Fields, opening the recharge zone^d fortifying the landfill cap 

to improve erosion issues, improve water qualit̂ pissues and improve drainage 

issues; NOW, THEREFORE, ' V 

' 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY GOUNCIL OF T H M I T Y OF AUSTIN: 

The City Manager is directed to form a workiri^group r n ^ ^ i p of 

Environmental and Parks Commission workinglgroup members. Urban 

Transportation Commission rep^^^^^(s ) , surrowding neighborhood leaders. 

representatives of pa j j j iS^f rom aM^s the-^^Bartdn^prings Pool, Botanical 

Gardens, and Hillsi^f'Theater represen t̂wesFas w M j ^ Watershed, Parks and 

Recreation Departn^^.and y^ustin Transportation Department staff serving as 

support^ed^fO:. - . 

D ^ ^ n e the viaW^y o^^^osed improvement plans to fortify the landfill 

cap along StratfordlDrive a^make recommendations of terms for 

impleni^Mtion of t^pmprovements, including pilot solutions; 

Evaluate imm^^tepptions and opportunities for parking outside of the park 

area and strategies for reducing traffic in Zilker Metropolitan Park and at 

surrounding amenities with a goal of piloting options by October 2018; 

Make recommendations to establish a plan to permanently remove parking 

on the Polo Fields, taking into consideration possible strategies to reduce 

-parking demand and utilization of transportation demand management 

strategies; and 



• Provide a report to Council by March 1, 2019 on the working group's 

findings and recommendations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

The City Manager is directed to: 

• Indefinitely postpone the temporary improvement plan to fortify the landfill 

cap to allow the working group time to make^i^^terminations; 

• Identify funding for a Zilker MetropoIita^l^anigaster Plan and report 

funding options to Council by DecmbSr 30, 20Is;-., .\ 

• Research and begin implementatiq^of a possible shuttfê ?̂ tem and/or other 

transportation and parking improvenrepts as îtfntified by tnmjorking group 

and staff by March 1, 20'Bfed 

Conduct a traffic and parkiit^tudmo&be coir^ged no later than December 

31, 2019 and-briefiCouncil b\%inuar\^^p!020 regarding determinations 

and recomm^ndations for improvcnrents. ' 

ADOPiBED: >2018 
Jannette S. Goodall 

City Clerk 
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