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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
JULY 23, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 
HDP-2018-0311 

2204 San Antonio Street 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1968 building. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed building built in the Neoeclectic Mansard style. The 
building is clad in brick masonry and has an arched colonnade that spans the central bay. 
Fenestration includes fixed aluminum-sash arched windows and fully glazed paired 
aluminum doors. 
 
RESEARCH 

The building was constructed around 1968 following a capital campaign by 54 Baptist 
churches in Austin. J. C. Construction Co. was the general contractor; no architect is listed. 
The building has served as the Baptist Student Center for its entire life, hosting classes, 
gatherings, coordination of local community service programs and international mission 
projects, and religious and community events. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The building may meet one criterion for designation as a historic landmark, but it does not 
appear to meet the designation threshold of two criteria. 
 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 

1) The building is 50 years old, having been constructed around 1968. 
2) The building retains a high degree of integrity. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation 

(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property appears to 
demonstrate significance according to one criterion. 

a. Architecture. The house is built in the Neoeclectic Modern style and does not 
appear to possess architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The building does not appear to have significant 
historical associations that contributed significantly to the history of the city, 
state, or nation; or represent a significant portrayal of the cultural practices 
or way of life of a definable group of people in a historic time. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 
significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. For the past fifty years, the building has been home to the 
Baptist Student Center (or Union), which has hosted programs, classes, and 
events. In its strategic location near UT and purpose-built facilities to guide 
and minister to Baptist and other students, the property may possess a 
unique location and physical characteristics that contribute to the character, 
image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas. However, it 
should be noted that since the building was constructed just fifty years ago, 
the community value has developed outside of the historic period. 
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the building. If the Commission votes to 
release the permit, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, and completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade of 2204 San Antonio Street. 
 

 
Primary façade, looking north. 
 



 D.8 - 5 

 

 
Primary façade, looking south. 
 

 
South elevation. 
 
 
Occupancy History 
1968-present Baptist Student Center 
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Background Research 
The existing building is the third home to the Baptist Student Union of Texas. The Union’s 
first purpose-built home was a one-story building at 415 W. 22nd Street constructed in 1949 
“to meet the spiritual and fellowship needs of Baptist students of college age.” By 1957, the 
Union had outgrown its headquarters and moved into the Brackenridge Home, a three-
story building at 2204 San Antonio Street. 
 
In 1967, 54 local Baptist churches undertook a $100,000 capital campaign to fund a new 
building. The campaign chair noted that the “student Union is the contact point between 
the students and the Baptist church of the community,” while the director of the UT Baptist 
Student Union called the Brackenridge Home “woefully outworn, outdated and totally 
inadequate to house the type of program needed… The inadequate facilities of the present 
student center and the growing student population demand immediate action and concern 
on the part of each church and every Baptist.” 
 
In 1968, the new center was constructed at a cost of $152,000. The building included a 
range of spaces, including classrooms; gathering, social, and study areas; offices; and a 
library. Over the next decades, the building would host classes and events for Baptist 
students and others, with financial support from the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
and Austin congregations. Community events in the building’s early years included an 
international student tea (1970), a theater production of “The Dead” (1973), Christian 
music performances (1974 and 1977), and an annual World Fair (mentioned in 1976). A 
1974 newspaper article said that the Baptist Student Center “could easily be mistaken 
for…[a] community service agency” due to its heavy involvement in campus, city, state, and 
world missions. At the time, programs included Bible studies, tutoring, coordination of 
community service projects in East Austin and with senior citizens, and international 
mission projects. “It’s a place where you can apply your Christianity,” said staffer Ann 
Moore. 
 

  
“Construction of Baptist Student Center Begun,” The Austin Statesman, 3/25/1949. This appears to 
have been the first purpose-built Baptist Student Center. 
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The previous building at 2204 San Antonio Street (photograph ca. 1913), which served as the home 
of Dr. R. J. Brackenridge before becoming the second Baptist Student Center in 1957. The building 
was demolished and replaced by the current building. 
 

  
“Baptist Student Union Goes into New Home,” The Austin American, 1/6/1957. 
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“Baptists Launch Building Drive,” The Austin American, 6/10/1967. 
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. 
“Baptists Reach Out to Students,” The Austin American Statesman, 9/28/1974. 
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“New Baptist Student Center,” The Austin Statesman, 7/14/1969. 
 
The building was constructed by J. C. Construction Co., headed by James Crutchfield. The 
following year, the company also constructed a new educational building for St. John’s 
United Methodist Church on Allandale Road and an addition to Leander High School, 
northwest of Austin. No additional information about the company or James Crutchfield 
was located from archival newspapers. 
 
 
Building Permits 

 
Water tap permit issued to the Mary Brackenridge Estate, 4/4/1939. This is for the previous building 
on the property. 
 



 D.8 - 11 

 

 
Water tap permit issued to Fox Schmidt, 10/28/1968. 
 

 
Sewer permit issued to Fox Schmidt, 10/28/1968. 
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Building permit issued to J. C. Construction Co., 7/24/1968. 
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Building permit issued to James Crutchfield, 7/24/1968. 


