
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2017-0129 HLC DATE:  March 26, 2018 
 PC DATE:  July 24, 2018 
     
APPLICANT:  Amy C. Thompson, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Vogtsberger-Duarte House 
 
WATERSHED:  Lady Bird Lake 
 
Council District:  3 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1402 E. 2nd Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district zoning to 
single family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining 
district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended historic zoning.  Vote:  
8-1 (Papavasiliou opposed; Hibbs and Peyton absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended historic zoning.  Vote:  8-0 (Shieh, 
Kazi, Thompson, and White absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is recommended for individual landmark 
designation in the East Austin Historical Survey (2016). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:  August 30, 2018   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with a steep hipped roof; partial-width 
independent porch on ornamental metal supports and rails; projecting gable on the left bay 
contains fish-scale imbrication in the tympanum and cutaway corners, each plane 
containing a single window; metal roof. 

Historical Associations: 
The house appears to have been built around 1910 by Emil and Annie Vogtsberger, who had 
owned at least a portion of this property since 1885 and had an earlier house on the site.  Emil 
Vogtsberger was a Prussian-born harness-maker who immigrated to the United States and 
first settled in Belleville, Illinois, near St. Louis.  He was in Austin by 1876 and worked for 



 
several saddle- and harness-makers in the city.  At the former home on this site, it is believed 
that Emil Vogtsberger had a leather shop in back where he plied his trade.  Emil Vogtsberger 
was an innovative master saddle-maker, and owned two patents for saddles and harnesses he 
perfected.  Their children, some of whom worked in the leather trade with Emil, were 
apparently a colorful bunch, and received attention for their escapades in the Austin 
newspapers.  Annie Vogtsberger died in 1925; Emil Vogtsberger died in 1929.  Their children 
held on to this house for about 15 more years, renting it out to various blue-collar tenants, 
including a janitress at the county court house, a truck driver, and others.  The house passed 
into receivership as a result of a lawsuit in 1945, ending the Vogtsberger family’s ownership. 
 
Beginning in 1945, the house reflects the transition of the neighborhood from a predominantly 
Anglo middle class neighborhood to a predominantly Hispanic neighborhood.  The first owners 
after the Vogtsbergers were members of the Sanchez and Serda families.  Catarino Sanchez, a 
widower, owned the house with his daughter, Audelia, who married Thomas Serda, a cook at 
several Mexican restaurants around town.  Audelia Sanchez worked as a hotel maid.  Catarino 
Sanchez sold lots to his other children, retaining a life estate in the property.  After his death, 
Audelia and her sister Ramona sold the property to Pilar Duarte and his wife, Susan. 
 
Pilar Duarte was a bartender; Susan Duarte is listed as the owner of the Austin Bar, at 709 E. 
6th Street, a business she maintained until around 1961, when she took over the El Palacio 
Club, east of the freeway on 6th Street.  She retired from the bar business in 1977. 
 

 
Site of the Austin Bar, 709 E. 6th Street 

 
The Duarte family represents an important facet in the East Austin Hispanic community.  In 
the early days of Austin, Mexican bartenders were fairly common in many of the saloons 
downtown, but after Prohibition ended, most job vacancies were filled by Anglos in bars that 
primarily served Anglo patrons.  As the Mexican-American community was moved from Little 
Mexico, surrounding what we now refer to as Republic Square, to the east side of Austin, 
during the height of Jim Crow regulations, separate Mexican businesses and services were 
established on the east side, to provide for the displaced community.  A sense of union and 
camaraderie developed like never before, joining people through their commonality of culture, 
language, and religion.  Saloons and clubs were fundamental to the social aspects of the 
community, and many Mexican clubs had female owners or proprietors in an effort to keep 
patrons in line.  Many of these clubs also served traditional Mexican food, further emphasizing 
the importance of Mexican women in the social aspects of the segregated community.  Not until 
the recent gentrification of East Austin was there a major break in the identity and strength of 
Mexican saloons on the east side of the city, where Mexican and Mexican-American culture 
thrived in language, music, and social norms.  Susan Duarte and women like her were crucial 
in maintaining the cultural identity of East Austin for many years. 



 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0204061218 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  West 100 feet of the South 138 feet of Outlot 20, Division O. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $7,102 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,119. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $610,900 
 
PRESENT USE:  Single family residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER:   
Amy Thompson 
1402 E. 2nd Street 
Austin, Texas 78702 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1910 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Rear additions, ornamental metal porch supports; new rear 
ADU. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Emil and Anna Vogtsberger (1910) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows the former Vogtsberger house on this site. 

 


