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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 19, 2018
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0576
2104 TOWNES LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1940 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, L-plan, stone-veneered frame house in an adaptation of the Colonial Revival style;
partial-width inset porch on ornamental metal supports and rails; single 6:6 fenestration;
three round-roofed dormer vents pierce the fagade; side-gabled addition to the rear also has
stone veneer.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1940 for Morris and Edna Lively, who lived here only a year or so.
Morris Lively was an auditor. They sold the property around 1941 to Gordon A. Bailey and
his wife, Josephine, who lived here for the rest of their lives. Gordon A. Bailey was a native
of Travis County, but went to high school in Waco. Physical education and sports were always
very important to him — he played in the Texas Baseball League, then got his degree in
physical education from the University of Texas. He began working for the Austin public
schools in 1938, in addition to working as a coach at the Austin Athletic Club. He served as
a teacher, coach, and counselor at Zavala Elementary School, University Junior High School,
and Allan Junior High School. He was appointed the principal of Zavala Elementary School
in the late 1940s, then went on to become the principal of Allan Junior High School, and in
1960, he became the first principal of Johnston High School, a position he retained until his
retirement in 1972. Bailey was beloved by his students and a major figure in public school
education in Austin. Bailey Middle School in southwest Austin is named for him. After his
retirement from the school system, Bailey went to work as a probation officer in Travis
County, then as a court bailiff. His wife, Josephine Carlson Bailey, was active in physical
education as well, and worked as the executive secretary for City Parks and Recreation
Director Beverly Sheffield for almost 40 years.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is a stone-veneered adaptation of the Colonial Revival
style, notable for its Li-plan configuration, which is rare.

b. Historical association. The house is significantly associated with Gordon A.
Bailey, a leader in public school education in Austin, and the first principal of
Johnston High School. Bailey was celebrated during his lifetime for his
educational and civic work; Bailey Middle School is named for him.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate a historic zoning case or postpone to December 17, 2018 to fully evaluate alternatives
to demolition. This house appears to meet the criteria for historic zoning, especially for its
associations with Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey.
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2104 Townes Lane
ca. 1940

N 4

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2104 Townes Lane

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2018

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1965

Josephine C. Bailey, owner
No occupation listed

Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Bailiff, County Court at Law No. 1.

Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Officer, County Adult Probation Office

Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Probation officer, County Adult Probation Office

Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Retired

Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Gordon: Principal, Johnston High School
Josephine:  Administrative secretary, City Parks and Recreation Department

Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Gordon: Principal, Johnston High School
Josephine:  Administrative secretary, City Parks and Recreation Department.
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1962 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Principal, Johnston High School

1959 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Gordon: Principal, public schools
Josephine:  Administrative secretary, City Recreation Department

1955 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners

Gordon: Principal, Allan Junior High School

Josephine:  Administrative secretary, City Recreation Department
1952 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners

Gordon: Principal, Zavala School

Josephine:  Office secretary, City Recreation Department

1949 Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Gordon: Principal, Zavala School
Josephine:  Office secretary, City Recreation Department
Also listed is Gordon A. Bailey, Jr., a student.

1947 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Teacher, University Junior High School

1944-45 Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners
Teacher

1942 Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners
Gordon: Teacher, public schools

Josephine:  Secretary, City Recreation Department

1941 Morris A. and Edna Lively, owners
Auditor
NOTE: Gordon and Josephine Bailey are listed at 902 West Lynn Street. He
was a public school teacher; she was the secretary to the director of the City
Recreation Department.

1940 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Morris and Edna Lively are listed at 4605 Harmon Avenue; he was an
auditor.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Gordon and Josephine Bailey (ca. 1941 — ca. 1995)

Gordon and Josephine Bailey appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 902
West Lynn Street in Austin. Gordon Bailey was 31, had been born in Texas, and was the
intramural director for the public schools. Josephine Bailey was 30, had been born in Texas, and
was a secretary (stenographer) for the City Recreation Department.

Gordon Arthur Bailey married Josephine Carlson on December 31, 1928 at Gethsemane Lutheran
Church.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows Gordon Bailey as the 1-year old son of Jesse and Ida Bailey of
Justice Precinct 1 in Travis County. Gordon was their only child listed. Jesse Bailey was a 32-
year old South Carolina-born farmer who rented his farm. Ida Bailey was 32, had been born in
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Alabama, and had no occupation listed. The family had a boarder, Willie C. Brown, 18, who had
been born in Texas to Virginia-born parents, and is listed as a farmer.

Gordon Bailey Leaves
For Special Services

Scheool in Virginia

Li. Gordon “Lefty” Bailey, coach
nf the San Marces AAF baschall
team and physical training officer
there, will leave Sunday for Lex-
ington. Va, to attend the morale
anegd special services scheol of ilhe
army service command at Wash-
ington and Lee universily,

L1 Bailey fnrmerly was with the
Austin recreation department and
the city schonl system. He lives at
2104 Townes lane

Gordon “Lefty” Bailey leaves for special services school
Austin American-Statesman, September 3, 1944

Mast people have a hobby.

When we think of MRS, GOR-
DON BAILEY, we are reminded of
her salt and pepper colleclion,
which over the years hns prompted
more than one friend to send her
a gpift from some vacation point,
Note in the “Mainly About People” column about Josephine C. Bailey’s salt and pepper shaker
collection

Austin American-Statesman, May 16, 1954




Principal’s
Portralt

Unvelled

fl‘radltlonallr each graduating
class of Johnston High presents
a gift to the school, This year's
seilors have given as their gift
an;; ofl mportrait of school
Principal Gordon A. Bailey,

The - portrait, which was
presented to the school in a
speclal unveiling ceremony, was
painted by M. Antione of Paris,
France. The artist painted the
portrait from a picture of Bailey
In'the high school year book,

In presenting the surprise gift
senior class president Thomas
Suniga said, “The Sentor Class
of 1067 wishes to leave
something precious and
permanent to the school. We
feel this portrait of Mr, Bailey
Is;a symbol of the esteem and
pride that the students have for
Mr, Bailey, He is the kind of
man who glves of himself
unselfishly to each of his
students.”

Balley, o native of Austin and
f,'raduatc of the University of
Texas, has been principal at
Johnston since its opening in
1969,

Priar to that he was principal
at Allan Junfor High for cight
years. He has served as
assistant principal of University
Junloer High, principal of Zavala
Elementary School, counselor at
UJH and Austin High and
teacher at UTH and Zavala,

Bailcy is married to the
former Josephine Carlson, also
a native of Austin. Mrs, Bailey
is employed by the City in the
Recreation Department,
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GORDON BAILEY, JOHNSTON PRINCIPAL
Oil portrait, gift of 1967 Senior Class
Story on the presentation of a portrait of Gordon Bailey by the Johnston High School senior
class
Austin Statesman, May 29, 1967




Builders
To Hear
Educator

- Gordon Bailey, principal of
Johnstonn High School, will be
the principal speaker hefore the
general  membership of  the
Austin  Assoclalion of Home
Builders at its meeting Tuesday
at 6:M p.m., al the Country
Club ol Austin,

- Bailey witl discuss voealional
tralning In public schools and
ways in which 1he associalion
can further ils own Manpower
and Training program.

-AANB, during the pasl spring,
made its Initial start foward
interesting young people in the
home and aparimenl

construction  industry . as a
vocation.

AAHB members, school officials

The project met with =&
muoderale degree of success and
a high degree of interest by

and the students.

president of AAHB has stated
that his prime goal between
now and next November 1 will
be lo firmty establish a funded
and developed program  for
“manpower tdevelopment among
high school graduales.

E. A. Felder, newly installed:

D.8-
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“The  skilled trades in
construction, loduv, offer far
more apportunities for financial
success and  personal
grafification than most people
realize,” Ielder sald. "“There's
a cerlain amount of enlightened
self«interest in our project, but
more than that many of our
members are simply interested
in trying lo help young people
find rewarding vocations.

Bailey, a native Austinite, has
been with Austin's public school
system for more than 33 years
a5 an athletle coach, teacher
and principal. He has an M.E.
degree {rom the Unlversity of
Texas al Austin and is a WWII
Alr Force veleran.

A socond highlight of the
evening will be the awarding of
three trips o members as a
conclusion {0 AAHR's vearlonp
“Passport 1o Mexico"
membership contest,

Story on Gordon Bailey’s speech on the importance of vocational education to the Austin
Association of Home Builders
Austin American-Statesman, November 14, 1971




Stlt Phote by Richerd Crosd
BAILEY FINDS TIME FOR STUDENTS
He'll still keep eye, car on aclivities at Johnston

.Prmc:pul Bailey To Retire

- Johnston Students, Faculty

F

’Agree' ‘We’ll Miss Him’
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gnme are on sile in the office.

“ACT scores have come in.

“Remind your parenis of the
PTA meeting tonight, we've got
a really good program planmd.!

“This concludes the aliernoon
announcementis,”  says  lhe
warm, friendly voice over the
Johnston  High School loud
speakers.




The wvoice, which has been
heard for 12 years by hundreds
of students each day, belongs to
Gordon A. Bailey, principal.

Bailey, fondly called Austin's
“Grand 0ld Man of Education”,
has made the announcements,
signed thousands of papers,
talkedt with facully and
students, and carried on ihe
other numergus dutles of a high
school principal since Johnston
High School was opened In 1980,

But this year, as the students
clean out their lockers and
prepare for summer vacailon,
there will be a slight change in
the roullne, Balley will be
cleaning out his office, saying
his goodbyes, and looking
forward to a change of pace. ke
{s retiring after 34 years with
the Austin Independent School
District.

Dalley will officially retire on
Aug. 31, He says he has mixed
emotlons about leaving, but the
students, facully, and Johnston
High School exes seem to have
only one feeling: “We'll miss
him."

The studenls prepared a
surprise tribute for Balley last
Wednesday. During a speclal
assembly, they read original
poems and lellers writien by
students, presenled Balley with
a plaque and heard selections
from {he choir and band.

“The students love him,' 'a
teacher said. "They planned the

D.8-12



presentatlons by themselves.”

A tribute dinner for Balley
was held Salurday at the Villa
Capel Restaurant. A “Gordon A.
Bailey Scholarship Fund" was
established and will he awarded
to a “worthy senlor who plans
to continue his edueation.”

In a release announcing the
tribhute dinner, the members of
the high school's planning
commlitee sald, “‘Probably ne
one in the hislory of ths Ausiin
schools has done more thar
Gordon A. Beiley to help the
|young people of Austin achleve
|a quolity education and get ¢
1""Inir shake"” while doing s0."
|| DBailey has watched Johnstor
Hiligh School grow f[rom 3
Wstudents In 1860 to 2,000 thi:
Il vear.

His first teaching Job was ir
1837 a1 Austin High School. Tit
set up an Intramural athletic
program lhere.

In 1030, he taughl the third
grade at Zavala Elementary
School. In 1840, he maved b
University Junior High Scheo
as o physical education Instruc
tor and coach.

Alter serving n the Al

Farce, Ralley transferred o
cnunselor. The following year,
Austin - High School as @&
he returned Lo University Junlor
High ax couch, He served in
14E<40 as the school's first

- ww ma = o

assistant principa).
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From 1849 to 1953, Hailey
served as principal of Zavala
Elementary. Later he served as
principal of Allan Junior High
Schonl hefore transterring 1o
Jobnston,

“Kids are a 1ot more
sophisticated  today,"  Bailey
kaid.  "“They have  more!

" opporiunity o be thinkers and|

" doers. i

“They haven't vet learned 1o
take adviee  amd  determine

Lwhether it is zood or bad,” hel

_sald, 1 don't know whelher
‘they ever will,™

“People have such a great
“Influence on their minds, Thoey
won'l seek adviee from several
peaple. They den’l weight hoth
wides of a question,™
Ralley's theory on discipline
is thal ehildren should learn 1o
consider that others are human
"foa, "W have forgotlen the)
Golden Rule, It weuld eliminate
“a‘lot ot problems. Now it is ‘Pa
untn me as 1 want you ta°,
Nifferent politics doosn’t mean
that snmeone is your enemy,”
he sairl.

AL age 15 ar 16, it i= oo late,
for discipline,' he added,

" e teels that Juninr High is a
“critical time'* for students, 'l
they don't have a  pgood

“hackaround from the carky
srades, we have {rouble,” he
tald, “Grades nine and ten are

“the  drop-ouit  period,  Thew
hecome teens and think they nre

“old enough (o do whal they

- want."
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U “Parents should visit schonls
LTS They  should wome  aud
see  what's  poing  on, They
should sit with leachers and
ccounselors In see just what
happens in their offices ench
“day. Very fow peaple have any
“{dca what is involved in schonl
administratinn, We need parent
sugeestions.'
© When asked what e most
- enjoyed in his many ycars of
working with stikdenis, Bailey
said, “looking at  successiul
- ¥aung persons in this iown wha
.25 years apo didn'{ have n
chanee.”

*Almost every day, a former
student comes in lo give me an
account of himself, They have
rome a long way, They realize
that all thatl fussing wasn't too
bad alter all."

Gordon Bailey retires as principal of Johnston High School
Austin American-Statesman, May 28, 1972
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Gordon Arthur Baiey

Gordon Arihur Bailey, former prin-
cipal of the Albert Sidney Johnston
High Scheol, passed away on January
27, 1990, at the age of 80, in a local
nursing home following several years
of iliness.

Born April 4, 1909, in Hunter’s Bend,
Texas, Bailey graduated from Waco

High School in 1027 After niaving
baseball for one year at the University
of Texas at Austin, he played profes-
sional baseball for four years with the
Texas League, Cotton State League,
and the Dixie League. He was induct-
ed into the Central Texas Semi-Pro

Baseball Hall of Fame.

Bailey re-entered the University of
Texas in 1936 and in 1540, received a
B.S degree in physical education. He
enlisted in the United States Air Force
and after serving for four years, was
honorably discharged as a First Lieu-
tenant. in 1946, he was awarded a
Masters Degree in Educational Ad-
ministration from the University of
Texas.

Gordon Bailey began his career in
education in 1938 as a part-time em-
ployee of the Austin Independent
School District. During his years with
AISD, he served as a teacher, coach,
counselor, assistant principal and prin-
cipal on the junior high and high
school levels. In 1960, he became the
first principal of Johnston High
School, where he was known to his
students as "Papa” Bailey. He retired
from the Austin independent Sciiool
District in 1972 and was a lifetime
member of the National Education
Associaticn, Texas State Teachers As-
sociation, and the Ausiin Teachers
Association.



In 1973, Bailey was employed by the
Travis County Adult Probation Depart-
ment as g probation officer. He retired
in 1979 to accept a Belliff's appoint-
ment in Travis County Court 1, a
position he held until April of 1989.

Bailey distinguished himself with
his service to the youth of Austin,
While in college he began working as
a playground leader for Austin Parks
and Recreation, Qver the next §0
years, Bailey influenced tens of thou-
sands of Austin's youth through his
voiunteer service to the Boys Club of
America, the Jr. League Boys Baseball
Program, Boy Scouts of America, the
Montopolis and Pan American Com-
munity Centers, Boys and Girls UIL
State Track meets, and the University
of Texas footbali department, where

he and the late Harvey Willlams estab-
lished the Knot Hole Section in Me-
morial Stadium, Balley was a
Southwest Conference football and
basketball officiai for 26 years and
served 50 years at the the Texas
Relayvs.

As a result of his involvement in
youth sports, ke was inducted into the
Austin Sports Hall of Honor.

Honored with numerous awards and
proclamations for his outstanding ser-
vice to his community, he received the
Sertoma “Service to Mankind” award
in 1968. Then, in 1969, Gordon Bailey
and his wife became the first couple to
receive the Rotary Club’s prestigious
“Community Service Award.”

In 1972, Bailey received a Special
Recognition Citation from the AISD,
citing his faithful devotion to teaching
and his influence for good will. He
served as a temporary appointee to
the AISD Board of Trustees from
February 24 to April 26, 1982. On
March 7, 1988, the Austin Independent
School District Board of Trustees vot-
ed unanimously to name a new ele-
mentary school in [East Austin
“Gordon A. Bailey Elementary
School.”

D.8-17



D.8§-18

Survivors indlude his wife of 51
years, Josephine Carlson Bailey, sister
and brother-inlaw, Mary Tom and
Billy Priest; nieces, Emily Beali of
Jacksonville, Texas, and Sue Priest of
Dallas; nephews, Dr, Jimmie Reese
and wife, Shirley of Jacksonville,
Texas, Joseph Priest and wife, Jeannie
of Dripping Springs, Texas, Patrick F.
Reese and wife, Sandra of Burkbur-
neit, Texas; great-nieces, Beth Reese
of Austin and Allyson Beall of Jackson-
ville, Texas; and great nephews, Matt
Reese of Jacksonville, Texas, Joel
Reese of Burkburnett, Texas, Rob
Beall, of Jacksenville,

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Jesseé and Ida McCuicheon-
Bailey-¥endall, and a sister, Emily
Bailey Reese.

Services for Mr. Bailey will be heid
at 2:00 PM, Tuesday at Cook-Walden
Funeral Home, 6130 North Lamar
Bivd.,, wiii the Reverend Jimmie
Reese and Pastor Karl A. Gronberg
officiating. Interment will be in the
Oakwood Cemetery Annex,

Palibearers will be Augustine
Garza, III, Leroy Fenstemaker, Bob L.
McEachern, Randy McEachern, Jim
Rust, Billy F. Priest, Gary Swening
and Wayne Swening, Honorary pail-
bearers are Patrick Dunn, Preston
Smith, employees of the Austin Inde.
pendent School District, employees of
tne Travis County Courthouse, and
friends at the University of Texes
Athletic Department.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Albert Sidney Johnston
High School, Gordon A. Bailey Scho-
larship Fund, Attention: Bookkeeper,
1112 Arthur Stiles Road, Austin, Texas
78721 or the Gethsemane Lutheran
Church, Stained Glass Window Fund,
200 W. Anderson, Austin Texas 78752.

Arrangements by Cook-Waiden Fu-
neral Home, Lamar location.

Obituary of Gordon A. Bailey
Austin American-Statesman, January 29, 1990
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Josephine Carlson Bailey
-~ Josephine -Cdrlson Bailey, hfetime

resident of Austin, died peacefully on’

Saturday. February 25. 1995, at her
home 1in West Austin. She was born
August 25 1909, to Rohert Carlson and
Mayme Carlson Berkman.

Mrs. Bailey was a 1928 graduate of
Austin High School. She loved athletics
and was a member of Austin’'s first
Women's Volleyball, Softball and
Basehall Leagues. In 1932, Mrs. Bailey
joined the City of Austin Recreation
Department and served as Adminis-
trative Secretary to Director Beverly
Sheffield for almost 40 years.

In "1938, she married Gordon A
Bailey, who later hecame the princi-
pal of Johnston High School. Together
they dedicated their lives to the ser-
vice of others, particularly young peo-
ple. The Rotary Club of Austin
honored Mr. and Mrs. Bailey by choos-
ing them as the first married couple to
receive the Community Service Award
for service “far in excess of their
vocational responsibility through per-

interest of needy citizens.”
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Upon her retirement from the

_Parks and Recreation Department in

1971, the City Coucil of Austin passed
a_resolution stating, “'..Mrs. Bailey set
an example of dedkcation to duty
which was to influence hundreds of
young people who commenced their
work careers as lifeguards and recrea-
tion leaders for this cily. her efforts
and interest in caring for the public
needs and requests have been far
beyond the line of duty. Mrs. Bailey is
the epitome of Christian servant; al-
ways cheerful in her work, humble,
self sacrificing, generous and full of
love for those around her.”

Mrs.”Bailey was a lifelong member

_of Gethsemane Lutheran Church. She

-served for many years as Chairman of
the Altar Guild. Her devotion to the
church was one of the most important
aspects of her life.

. Mrs. Bailey was preceded in death
by her husband, Gordon.

She is survived by a sister, Dorrace
Swening, brothers, Lambert Berkman
and Lawrence Berkman,; nieces, Gwen
Bearden, Cheryl Swening and Latrelle
Petersen; nephews, Bob McEachern,
Gary Swening, Wayne Swening; eight
great-nieces and great-nephews; and
innumerable friends and admirers.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00

PM, Tuesday, February 28, 1995, in

the Colonial Chapel of Cook-Walden
Funeral Home, with Pastor Karl Gron-
berg officiating. Interment will follow
in Oakwood Cemetery Annex,

Pailbearers will be Randall McEa-
chern, Gary Swening, Jimmy Reese,
Bob McEachern, Pat Dunn, Wayne
Swening and Billy -Priest. Honorary
pallbearers are Beverly Sheffield, Bill
Lind, Verne Lundquist and her co-
workers at the Austin Parks and
Recreation Department.

The family of Josephine Carlson
Bailey wishes to express special grati-
tude to her extended family of care-
takers, Carolyn, Edie, Brenda, Todd,
Arnie, Kelly,‘ and Hospice Austin.
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Memorial gifts may be offered to
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 200
West Anderson Lane, Austin, Texas
78752, or to Hospice Aﬁsusun-. :ﬁm

“Cedar Street, Austin, Texas 78705 ——

Arrangements by Cook-Walden
Funerdl Home. 6100 N. Lamar.

Obituary of Josephine Carlson Bailey
Austin American-Statesman, February 27, 1995

Morris A.Lively 2104 Pownes Laneé
62% W.15!
- of 63 -

(f??i:D Tarrytown #6
stone veneer res. & box garage

19994 - 7-12-ho
5

10-20-72-132497-Gordon Bailey~frm acc bldg. 80 sq.ft.

Building permit to Morris A. Lively for the construction of this house (1940) and to Gordon Bailey
to construct a frame accessory building (1972)
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To the Supermtendent of Sewer and Pubhc Improvements
Clty of. Austm Texas )

[

h
I hereby ma.ke applmation for sewer connectlon i:r?mstructmns )

on premises owned by. _J‘_’Z‘:ﬁ‘_.,__.

baE WIS .
further described as lot ey Dlock T outlot

which: is to be used as a . /é{./

In thla place there are. to be mstalled f

I s,gree Ao pay the Cit}] Sewer Department the regula:r ord

Sewer connectlon appllcatlon by Morrls A L|ver for thls address (1940)
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City records indicate a building permit for the construction of a master bedroom addition in

1996.



