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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 19, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0576 

2104 TOWNES LANE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, stone-veneered frame house in an adaptation of the Colonial Revival style; 

partial-width inset porch on ornamental metal supports and rails; single 6:6 fenestration; 

three round-roofed dormer vents pierce the façade; side-gabled addition to the rear also has 

stone veneer. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1940 for Morris and Edna Lively, who lived here only a year or so.  

Morris Lively was an auditor.  They sold the property around 1941 to Gordon A. Bailey and 

his wife, Josephine, who lived here for the rest of their lives.  Gordon A. Bailey was a native 

of Travis County, but went to high school in Waco.  Physical education and sports were always 

very important to him – he played in the Texas Baseball League, then got his degree in 

physical education from the University of Texas.  He began working for the Austin public 

schools in 1938, in addition to working as a coach at the Austin Athletic Club.  He served as 

a teacher, coach, and counselor at Zavala Elementary School, University Junior High School, 

and Allan Junior High School.  He was appointed the principal of Zavala Elementary School 

in the late 1940s, then went on to become the principal of Allan Junior High School, and in 

1960, he became the first principal of Johnston High School, a position he retained until his 

retirement in 1972.  Bailey was beloved by his students and a major figure in public school 

education in Austin.  Bailey Middle School in southwest Austin is named for him.  After his 

retirement from the school system, Bailey went to work as a probation officer in Travis 

County, then as a court bailiff.  His wife, Josephine Carlson Bailey, was active in physical 

education as well, and worked as the executive secretary for City Parks and Recreation 

Director Beverly Sheffield for almost 40 years. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a stone-veneered adaptation of the Colonial Revival 

style, notable for its L-plan configuration, which is rare. 

b. Historical association. The house is significantly associated with Gordon A. 

Bailey, a leader in public school education in Austin, and the first principal of 

Johnston High School.  Bailey was celebrated during his lifetime for his 

educational and civic work; Bailey Middle School is named for him. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Initiate a historic zoning case or postpone to December 17, 2018 to fully evaluate alternatives 

to demolition.  This house appears to meet the criteria for historic zoning, especially for its 

associations with Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2104 Townes Lane 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2104 Townes Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2018 
 
1992  Josephine C. Bailey, owner 

No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 
  Bailiff, County Court at Law No. 1. 
 
1981  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 
  Officer, County Adult Probation Office 
 
1977  Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 

Probation officer, County Adult Probation Office 
 
1973  Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 

Retired 
 
1968  Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 

Gordon: Principal, Johnston High School 
Josephine: Administrative secretary, City Parks and Recreation Department 

 
1965  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 
  Gordon: Principal, Johnston High School 

Josephine: Administrative secretary, City Parks and Recreation Department. 
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1962  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 

Principal, Johnston High School 
 
1959  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 

Gordon: Principal, public schools 
Josephine: Administrative secretary, City Recreation Department 

 
1955  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 
  Gordon: Principal, Allan Junior High School 
  Josephine: Administrative secretary, City Recreation Department 
 
1952  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 

Gordon: Principal, Zavala School 
Josephine: Office secretary, City Recreation Department 

 
1949  Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 
  Gordon: Principal, Zavala School 
  Josephine: Office secretary, City Recreation Department 
  Also listed is Gordon A. Bailey, Jr., a student. 
 
1947  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 
  Teacher, University Junior High School 
 
1944-45 Gordon A. and Josephine C. Bailey, owners 
  Teacher 
 
1942  Gordon A. and Josephine Bailey, owners 
  Gordon: Teacher, public schools 
  Josephine: Secretary, City Recreation Department 
 
1941  Morris A. and Edna Lively, owners 
  Auditor 

NOTE:  Gordon and Josephine Bailey are listed at 902 West Lynn Street.  He 
was a public school teacher; she was the secretary to the director of the City 
Recreation Department. 

 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Morris and Edna Lively are listed at 4605 Harmon Avenue; he was an 
auditor. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Gordon and Josephine Bailey (ca. 1941 – ca. 1995) 
Gordon and Josephine Bailey appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 902 
West Lynn Street in Austin.  Gordon Bailey was 31, had been born in Texas, and was the 
intramural director for the public schools.  Josephine Bailey was 30, had been born in Texas, and 
was a secretary (stenographer) for the City Recreation Department. 
 
Gordon Arthur Bailey married Josephine Carlson on December 31, 1928 at Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Gordon Bailey as the 1-year old son of Jesse and Ida Bailey of 
Justice Precinct 1 in Travis County.  Gordon was their only child listed.  Jesse Bailey was a 32-
year old South Carolina-born farmer who rented his farm.  Ida Bailey was 32, had been born in 
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Alabama, and had no occupation listed.  The family had a boarder, Willie C. Brown, 18, who had 
been born in Texas to Virginia-born parents, and is listed as a farmer. 
 

 
Gordon “Lefty” Bailey leaves for special services school 

Austin American-Statesman, September 3, 1944 
 

 
Note in the “Mainly About People” column about Josephine C. Bailey’s salt and pepper shaker 

collection 
Austin American-Statesman, May 16, 1954 
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Story on the presentation of a portrait of Gordon Bailey by the Johnston High School senior 

class 
Austin Statesman, May 29, 1967 
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Story on Gordon Bailey’s speech on the importance of vocational education to the Austin 

Association of Home Builders 
Austin American-Statesman, November 14, 1971 
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Gordon Bailey retires as principal of Johnston High School 

Austin American-Statesman, May 28, 1972 
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Obituary of Gordon A. Bailey 

Austin American-Statesman, January 29, 1990 
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Obituary of Josephine Carlson Bailey 

Austin American-Statesman, February 27, 1995 
 

 
Building permit to Morris A. Lively for the construction of this house (1940) and to Gordon Bailey 

to construct a frame accessory building (1972) 
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Sewer connection application by Morris A. Lively for this address (1940) 

 
City records indicate a building permit for the construction of a master bedroom addition in 
1996. 

 


