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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0532 

1503 FOREST TRAIL / 2014 ENFIELD ROAD 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1935 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, L-plan, Tudor Revival-styled house with a stuccoed exterior, a steeply-

gabled catslide roof at the projecting front entry bay with a round-arched entry; gablets pierce 

the eaves; prominent exterior chimney on the front of the house; single 1:1 fenestration.;  

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1935 by Ben Lewis Pillow, the son of Ben and Mary Pillow, who lived 

in an older house on W. 9th Street that has been designated as a historic landmark.  Ben L. 

Pillow was an oil man who spent much of his adult life in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where he 

managed an oil company.  Upon his return to Austin in the mid-1930s, he built this house.  

Unfortunately, he was not able to enjoy it for long – he was struck by a car in 1938 and died 

as a result of his injuries. 

Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow purchased the house around 1940 and lived here until around 

1943.  Frank D. Kerbow was an attorney and an insurance adjuster with his office in the 

Littlefield Building.  His first wife was Vivian Wimberley, daughter of a pioneer family; she 

died very young, and Frank married her younger sister, Dorothy, who had moved into Austin 

to help with Frank and Vivian’s two daughters. 

The longest-term owners and occupants of this house were Albert and Clementine Caster, 

who lived here for over 40 years, beginning around 1943.  Albert Caster was a certified public 

accountant for many years, working for Tillman Trotter, and finally opening his own office.  

He later served as an accounting consultant to other firms in the city.  Albert Caster was also 

active in civic activities, including sponsorship of the Austin Aqua Festival, and serving on 

the Austin Chamber of Commerce and other organizations. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a very good example of a large-scale Tudor Revival 

house, with the signature steeply-pitched and prominent gables, a round-

arched entry, a catslide roof, and a stucco exterior.  There have been additions 

to the house that are sensitively done and do not overwhelm or detract from 

the original architectural design of the house.  The house could qualify as a 

historic landmark under the criterion for architectural significance. 

b. Historical association.  The persons with the longest associations with this 

house are Albert and Clementine Caster, who lived here for 40 years and who 

made some of the modifications to the house, including the addition and the 

construction of an apartment over the garage to create a duplex.  Albert Caster 

was a certified public accountant who was involved with a number of civic 

activities in the city, including being a long-time sponsor of the Austin Aqua 

Fest, at one time, the biggest festival in the city. 
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c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 

of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  While this house would qualify as a landmark under 

the criterion for architecture, the justification for significant historical associations is not 

nearly as strong.  This is an anticipatory demolition request as the property is on the market 

for sale, without any clear indication of a need for demolition, and staff truly hopes that a 

person who sees the charm and historic character of this property will purchase it and retain 

it as is.  It would be a total shame if this house were demolished given the size and excellent 

condition of the structure and all of the attention and love the current owner has bestowed 

on this property, but without a clear justification for landmark designation, the permit must 

be released. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1503 Forest Trail / 2014 Enfield Road 
ca. 1935 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

1503 Forest Trail 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2018 
 
1992  A: Patricia Brioline, renter 
   No occupation listed 

B: Lou A. William, renter 
 No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Lou A. William was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 R.M. Chatham, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 
  Consultant 
 
1977  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Consultant 
 
1973  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Consultant 
 
1968  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 
  Proprietor, Albert W. Caster & Company, certified public accountants. 
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1962  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 
  Proprietor, Albert W. Caster & Company, certified public accountants 
 
1959  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Proprietor (with Stanley J.. Peterman), Albert W. Caster & Company, certified 
public accountants, 201 Mutual Savings Building, 1011 Congress Avenue. 

 
1957  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Certified Public Accountant, member, American Institute of Accountants, 1000 
Lavaca Street. 

  NOTE: The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 
 
1955  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Proprietor (with Tillman B. Trotter, resident partner, Houston, Texas), Trotter and 
Caster, certified public accountants, 910 Brown Building, 7th and Colorado 
Streets 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 

 
1954  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Proprietor (with T.B. Trotter), Trotter & Caster, certified public accountants, 910 
Brown Building, 7th and Colorado Streets. 

 
1952  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Proprietor, T.B. Trotter Company, certified public accountants, audits, systems 
and tax accountants, 910 Brown Building, 7th and Colorado Streets. 

 
1949  Albert W. and Clementine A. Caster, owners 

Proprietor, T.B. Trotter Company, certified public accountants, audits, system 
and tax accountants, 719 Brown Building, 7th and Colorado Streets. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 

 
1947  Albert W. and Clementine Caster, owners 

Proprietor, T.B. Trotter Company (T.B. Trotter, resident partner, Houston, Texas), 
certified public accountants, audits, systems and tax consultants, 719 Brown 
Building. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 
 
1944-45 Albert W. and Clementine Caster, owners 
  Manager, T.B. Trotter, CPA, accountant, 719 Brown Building. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 
 
1942  Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow, owners 

Proprietor, Frank D. Kerbow Claim Service, adjusters, 427-29 Littlefield Building. 
NOTE:  Albert W. Caster is listed at 1709 Enfield Road; he was an account 
manager for T.B. Trotter, CPA, 702 Brown Building, 7th and Colorado Streets. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 
 
1941  Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow, renters 

Proprietor, F.D. Kerbow Claim Service, insurance claims, 428 Littlefield Building. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 

 
1940  Vacant 
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NOTE:  Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow are listed at 1601 Waterston Avenue.  He 
was the proprietor of F.D. Kerbow Claim Service, and a lawyer with offices at 428 
Littlefield Building. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as 2014 Enfield Road. 

 
1939  Benjamin L. and Anna L. Pillow, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE: Benjamin L. and Anna L. Pillow are listed at 4208 Red River Street; 
neither had an occupation shown. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Benjamin L. and Anna L. Pillow (ca. 1935 – ca. 1938) 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Ben Lewis Pillow was living in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, where he was an assistant to the general manager of an oil company.  His 
wife’s name was Gwendolyn Taylor Pillow.  He was born in 1878, and had blue eyes and dark 
hair; he had a medium build and was of medium height. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Benjamin L. and Gwen Pillow living in a rented house in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.  Benjamin L. Pillow was 40, had been born in Texas to a Louisiana-born father 
and a Kentucky-born mother, and was the manager of an oil company.  Gwen Pillow was 30, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Benjamin F., 14; and 
Mary L., 11.  Both children had been born in Texas. 
 
Benjamin L. Pillow died in 1938 after being struck by an automobile.  He was living in this house 
at the time of his death.  He was born in 1878 to Benjamin S. and Mary Pillow, who owned the 
landmarked house at 1403 W. 9th Street.  Benjamin L. Pillow was a retired oil man. 
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Story on the accidental death of Ben Pillow 

Austin American-Statesman, November 27, 1938 
 
 
Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow (ca. 1940 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Frank D. and Dorothy Kerbow as the renters of the house at 1601 
Waterston Avenue in Austin.  Frank D. Kerbow was 33, had been born in Texas, and was an 
attorney for an insurance claims adjuster; Dorothy Kerbow was 21, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  Frank Kerbow had 2 daughters with his first wife, Vivian, Dorothy 
Kerbow’s older sister, who passed away: Mary Sue, 10; and Virginia Rose, 8.  Both girls were 
born in Texas. Dorothy Kerbow and the two girls had lived in New Braunfels, Texas in 1935. 
 
His 1940 World War II draft registration card shows that Frank David Kerbow was born in Cooper, 
Texas in 1905 and was self-employed.  He had a light complexion with blond hair and gray eyes.  
His next of kin was his wife, Dorothy Lucille Kerbow. 
 
Frank and Dorothy Kerbow divorced.  Frank Kerbow then married Jeannette LePage in 
December, 1946.  In 1955, he married Iris Hicks in Williamson County.  They divorced in 1992. 
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Dorothy Kerbow becomes one of Austin’s first female lifeguards 

Austin Statesman, February 10, 1943 
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Frank Kerbow marries again 

Austin American-Statesman, January 5, 1947 
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Story on Frank Kerbow being named president of the Texas Shrine Patrol Association 

Austin American-Statesman, May 13, 1962 
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Obituary of Frank D. Kerbow 

Austin American-Statesman, September 17, 1995 
 
 
 
Dorothy Wimberley Kerbow was born in San Marcos, Texas in 1918 and died in 2013. 
 
Dorothy Wimberley Kerbow was the daughter of Calvin Hickman "Hick" Wimberley and his wife Mabel Rose 
Saunders Wimberley. On her paternal side, she was the granddaughter of Zachariah Taylor Wimberley and 
Mary Elizabeth Franklin Wimberley. She was the great-granddaughter of Pleasant Wimberley and Amanda 
Julian Jackson Wimberley who owned the mill around which the village of Wimberley grew. On her maternal 
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side, Dorothy was the granddaughter of John Henry Saunders, Sr., and his wife Calladonia Williamson 
Saunders who were early settlers and civic leaders in Purgatory Springs, Texas; Wimberley, Texas; and 
San Marcos, Texas. 
 
Dorothy was the youngest of Calvin and Mabel's three children. She was born in San Marcos but reared in 
New Braunfels where her parents moved so that her father could accept the position of manager of the 
city's water department. Louis, her brother, became a commander in the U. S. Navy and fought in WWII 
and Korea. Unlike her brother, her sister Vivien stayed close to home. She married Frank Kerbow when 
she was 18. The couple had two daughters before Vivian's tragic death from typhoid at the age of 25. After 
her sister's death Dorothy, with her take-charge personality, often took care of her two young nieces. She 
and the girls' father eventually married. Dorothy and Frank had two children of their own before divorcing. 
 
Dorothy worked in the post office in Austin, Texas, from 1950 to 1972. She then moved to Wimberley, 
Texas, to accept the position of post master, serving from 1972 until retirement in 1978 when she was 60.  
 
After her retirement, Dorothy continued to live in Wimberley. She was rightfully proud of her lineage, so she 
began to write and edit articles for the Wimberley View and the San Marcos Daily Record. These articles 
chronicled the lives of her family and other pioneer families of Hays County, Texas. In 1986 the book Clear 
Springs and Limestone Ledges: A History of San Marcos and Hays County was published. The book 
focused not only on the county but also on the founding of San Marcos. Dorothy wrote the section about 
Wimberley for the book. In 1988 Dorothy edited the book Cedar Whacker: Stories of the Hill Country which 
was written by Charles Weldon Wimberley, a first cousin, who shared Dorothy's love of stories about the 
fiercely independent pioneers of Wimberley who gave up ranching and farming to take up axes. They 
became "cedar choppers" to fill the requests for cedar for railroad tracks, for ranchers' fences, and for the 
growing charcoal business. In 1989 Dorothy assisted another cousin Curlo Morris with his book Skillet and 
Trophy Fishing. In 1995 Dorothy's book Wimberley: Historic Belle of the Blanco was published. It is 
considered today to be the bible for information about Wimberley's pioneers, homes/buildings, and 
cemeteries with emphasis on the notables of the area in the 1930's. 
 
When she was in her late-80's, Dorothy decided to move to Austin, Texas, to be near her two children and 
her grandchildren. However, even after the move to Austin, she and her children and grandchildren assisted 
the Wimberley Institute of Cultures with its restoration of the Wimberley-Hughes House, the home of her 
grandparents. It was in Austin that Dorothy died at the age of 94. She left behind a legacy of civic and family 
responsibility well filled. 
 

Albert W. and Clementine Caster (ca. 1943 – ca. 1984) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Albert W. Caster as the 21-year old son of William W. and Ida 
Caster of Denton County, Texas.  Albert W. Caster was born in Texas and was a clerk at a lumber 
yard.  His father, William W. Caster, 52, was born in Michigan and was a house carpenter.  His 
mother, Ida Caster, 41, was born in Louisiana, and had no occupation listed.  Albert was the 
oldest of the Casters’ 4 children, all of whom had been born in Texas.  None of the younger 
children had an occupation shown in the census report. 
 
His 1942 World War II draft registration card shows that Albert Wesley Caster was born in Fort 
Worth in 1899.  He was employed by T.B. Trotter, CPA.  He was 5’-8” tall, weighed 155, and had 
blue eyes and blond hair. 
 
Albert W. Caster and Clementine Appling were married in Caldwell County, Texas on May 30, 
1931. 
 
Albert Caster was born in Fort Worth in 1899 and died in 1986.  Clementine Frances Appling 
Caster was born in Luling, Texas in 1900 and died in 1988.  They are buried in Pflugerville, Texas. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Albert Caster return from a trip to the Rio Grande Valley 

Austin American-Statesman, December 26, 1954 
 

 
Albert Caster chairs the CPA section of the United Fund 

Austin Statesman, August 23, 1962 
 



 D.1 - 15 
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Obituary of Albert Caster 

Austin American-Statesman, September 15, 1986 
 

 
Obituary of Clementine Caster 

Austin American-Statesman, June 13, 1988 
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Water service permit to Benjamin L. Pillow for this house (1935) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Benjamin L. Pillow for this address (1938) 
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Building permit to Albert Caster to create a duplex by constructing an apartment over the 

garage, and to construct an addition to the house (1967) 
 

City records indicate a building permit to remodel the kitchen and to convert the attic into a 
bedroom in 2003. 


