
Water & Wastewater Commission 
Review and Recommendation 

Commission 
Meeting 
Date:  

January 9, 2019 
Council 
Meeting 
Date:  

January 31, 2019 

Department: Public Works 

Client: Mueen Chowdhury, Aldo Ranzani, Kevin Koeller, and Chris Chen 

Agenda Item 
Authorize award and execution of a construction contract with Austin Underground, 
Inc., for the Exposition Boulevard from West 35th Street to Enfield Road Water and 
Wastewater Pipeline Renewal project in the amount of $3,255,398 plus a $325,539.80 
contingency, for a total contract amount not to exceed $3,580,937.80. (District 10) 

 Amount and Source of Funding 
Funding is available in the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Capital Budget of Austin Water. 

Purchasing 
Language: 

Lowest responsive bid of seven bids received through a competitive 
Invitation for Bid solicitation. 

Prior 
Council 
Action: 

N/A 

Boards and 
Commission 
Action: 

January 9, 2019- To be reviewed by the Water and Wastewater 
Commission. 

MBE/WBE: 

This contract will be awarded in compliance with City Code Chapter 2-9A 
(Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprise Procurement 
Program) by meeting the goals with 98.37% MBE and 1.61% WBE 
participation. 



The water and wastewater infrastructure and appurtenances included in this project have 
been identified as deteriorating and aging and in need of replacement as part of the 
Renewing Austin Program and the Sanitary Sewer Overflow Program. The water line 
infrastructure being replaced has a well-documented history of breaks in the area. 
 
This project replaces the existing water and wastewater mains to prevent future water 
main breaks and wastewater overflows. The project is necessary to reduce further 
expenditures from the Operating and Maintenance budget to prevent water main breaks 
and frequent overflows. The work consists of removing and replacing existing water and 
wastewater mains on Exposition Boulevard from West 35th Street to Enfield Road. The 
water line work will remove approximately 7,897 linear feet of existing cast iron pipe and 
replace it with 6-, 8- and 12-inch diameter PVC C-900 pipe including services; the 
wastewater work will remove approximately 885 linear feet of 8-inch diameter concrete 
pipe and replace with 8-inch diameter PVC SDR-26 pipe; and install new wastewater 
manholes and service connections. Also included is street restoration consisting of a full 
street width mill and overlay within the limits of construction. 
 
Notice has been delivered to residences and business of the upcoming project. A 
neighborhood outreach meeting was held in October 2018 where maps and construction 
details were provided. A second meeting will be scheduled to “Meet the Contractor” after 
City Council award. Delaying execution of this contract could place a continued burden 
on the Operation and Maintenance budget as costs will be incurred for interim 
maintenance.  
 
Due to the potential for unknown subsurface conditions and utility conflicts, a 10% 
contingency in funding has been included to allow for the expeditious processing of any 
change orders. A contingency is an additional amount of money added to the 
construction budget to cover any unforeseen construction costs associated with the 
project. 
   
The contract allows 450 calendar days for completion of this project. This project is 
located within zip code 78703 (District 10). The project will be managed by the Public 
Works Department. 
 
Austin Underground, Inc. is located in Lago Vista, Texas. 
 
M/WBE Summary  
Public notice was given for this solicitation, CLMC722 and Exposition Blvd. (W. 35th to 
Enfield) Water and Wastewater Pipeline Renewal, through the City’s Vendor Connection 
web portal. Seven bids were received and opened on October 25, 2018. Of the seven of 
bids received, five bids were from MBE/WBE certified firms. Austin Underground 
submitted the lowest responsive bid of seven bids received: 
 
Austin Underground Inc., Lago Vista, Texas (MH)   $3,255,398.00 
Facilities Rehabilitation, Inc., Austin, Texas (MH)   $3,307,715.00 
Smith Contracting Company, Inc., Austin, Texas    $3,429,276.10 
Santa Clara Construction, Ltd., Austin, Texas (MH)   $3,712,143.39 
Cash Construction Co. Inc., Pflugerville, Texas    $3,889,881.00 
Aaron Concrete Contractors, LP, Austin, Texas (MH)   $4,083,905.40 
Peabody General Contractors, Austin, Texas (FW)   Non-Responsive 
 
 



 
 Base Bid:  $ 3,255,398   

    
PRIME    $ 3,103,298  95.328% 

 (MH) Austin Underground, Inc., Lago Vista, TX  $ 3,103,298  95.328% 
    

MBE TOTALS - SUBCONTRACTORS  $ 99,000  3.041% 
    

 African American Subtotal  $ 77,000  2.365%  
(M/B) Sam Kellough Trucking, Austin, TX 
(Trucking)  

 $ 77,000  2.365% 

    

 Native/Asian Subtotal  $ 22,000  0.676%  

(MA) Benqwest, Austin, TX (Fuel)  
 $ 22,000  0.676% 

    

WBE TOTALS - SUBCONTRACTORS  $ 52,500  1.613% 

 (FA) Marie Trucking, Austin, TX (Trucking)   
 $ 28,500  0.875% 

 
(FW) Roadway Specialties, Austin, TX 
(Landscaping Highway, Heavy Utilities) 

 $ 24,000  0.737% 

    

NON MBE/WBE TOTALS - SUBCONTRACTORS  $ 600  0.018% 

 
The Asphalt Repair Company, Lago Vista, TX 
(Asphalt Paving and Milling) 

 $ 100  0.003% 

 Custom Crete, Austin, TX (Concrete)  $ 100  0.003% 

 
Flasher Equipment, Jarrell, TX (Striping Street 
Lane/Traffic Controls) 

 $ 100  0.003% 

 Martin Marietta, Austin, TX (Concrete & Aggregate)  $ 100  0.003% 
 Tex Mix , Leander, TX (Concrete)  $ 100 0.003% 

 
TRP Construction Group, Austin, TX (Striping 
Street Lane/Traffic Controls)  $ 100 0.003% 

 
The Contractor submitted a MBE/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the 
solicitation and was approved by the Small and Minority Business Resources 
Department.  Second and third low bidder information is provided. 
 
SECOND BIDDER – Facilities Rehabilitation Inc.    $3,307,715.00 
69.78% M/WBE prime participation; 3.63% African American; 0.00% Hispanic; 0.75% 
Native/Asian; 2.72% WBE; 23.12% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation. 
 
THIRD BIDDER – Smith Contracting Company Inc.   $3,429,276.10 
88.86% NON MBE prime participation; 2.39% African American; 6.42% Hispanic; 0.73% 
Native/Asian; 1.60% WBE; 0.00% Non M/WBE subcontractor participation. 
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