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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2017-0120 HLC DATE:  February 25, 2019 

 PC DATE:   

     

APPLICANTS:  Don Carper and Suzanne Freid, owners 

 

HISTORIC NAME:  Schneider-Watson House 

 

WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  5 Green Lanes 

 

ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 

 

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff provides a neutral recommendation on this 

house and will leave it to the Commission to determine whether the house meets the criteria 

for landmark designation. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 

Architecture and historical associations 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 

 

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 

 

CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

Architecture:  

One-and-a-half-story, rectangular-plan, mansard-roofed brick veneer house with single 4:4 

fenestration and three shed-roofed dormers in the mansard roof, each with a 4:4 window; paired 

6:6 fenestration at the rear wing of the house.  The standing-seam metal mansard roof appears 

to be original; the brick veneer was painted to mask spalled and cracked brick due to foundation 

repairs.  The prominent mansard roof and French style of the house is unique in Austin; the 

house is set sideways on its lot, and provides a front courtyard, adding to the Old World character 

of the site. 

Historical Associations: 

The house was constructed in 1961 by Dr. John (Jack) Schneider, and his wife, Ellie.  Dr. 

Schneider was a native of Austin, and the descendant of Jean Schneider, a German immigrant 

who moved to Austin in the 19th century from New Braunfels and served as a city alderman.  His 

son, J.P. Schneider, opened the Schneider Store at 2nd and Guadalupe Streets; that building is a 

historic landmark.  The Schneider family continued to operate dry goods and food stores through 

the 1950s.  John Schneider, the grandson of J.P. Schneider, was born in Austin in 1927 and grew 
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up in Travis Heights.  His father ran two general stores – one on South Congress Avenue, and 

another where Breed and Company is currently located on W. 29th Street.  As a boy, John 

Schneider delivered groceries from his father’s store on W. 29th Street. 

 

John Schneider attended the University of Texas and Tulane Medical School in New Orleans.  

He married the former Ellie Luckett of New Braunfels in 1954; they moved to Rochester, 

Minnesota so that John could complete a urology fellowship at the Mayo Clinic.  They then moved 

to Philadelphia, as John served his internship at Philadelphia General Hospital.  He became a 

member of the faculty of UTMB in Galveston in 1956, and moved back to Austin in 1958, when 

John Schneider opened a private urology practice. 

 

Dr. Schneider continued his family’s legacy of charitable work in Austin, including work with 

the Knights of Columbus, Seton Hospital, St. David’s Hospital, and Catholic schools in Austin.  

Ellie Schneider was a founding member of the Christ Child Society, which helped indigent 

Austinites with medical care.  Dr. and Mrs. Schneider also were instrumental in the formation 

of the St. Luke’s Society in caring for needy patients.  They were also active in the organization 

which became Caritas in Austin. 

 

In 1959, Dr. and Mrs. Schneider purchased this lot on Green Lanes to build their home.  Ellie 

Schneider longed for a house in the “city French” style, along the lines of one she had seen in an 

issue of House Beautiful magazine.  Dr. Schneider contacted his old Austin High School friend, 

Arthur Pope Watson, Jr., a renowned Austin interior decorator, for a design.  Arthur Pope 

Watson, Jr. had several prominent commissions in Austin, including the Driskill Hotel, 

Westwood Country Club, and the restoration of the Neill-Cochran House.  He was the grandson 

of local architect A.O. Watson, and had his interior design practice in his grandfather’s old house.  

For this house, Watson contracted with UT architecture students to design and hand-carve the 

banister for the prominent interior staircase.  Watson had to shrink his original design for the 

house and pivot the house sideways so that it would fit on the Schneiders’ lot on Green Lanes.  

The ceiling height in the upstairs rooms of this house is 6’ – 9”, which adds to the quirks of this 

house.  This is the only house that Watson is known to have presided over the design for in 

Austin.  He was a colorful character who lived near the UT campus in a house he and his partner 

dubbed the “Chateau.”  From the Chateau, Watson and his partner entertained lavishly, and 

were once hosts to Rock Hudson. 

 

PARCEL NO.:  0115010805 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  0.3370AC OF LOT 4 FISHER JOSEPHINE L RESERVATION 

  

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 

(capped). 

 

APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,529,000 

 

PRESENT USE:  Residence 

 

CONDITION:  Excellent 

 

PRESENT OWNERS:  

Donald D. Carper and Suzanne M. Freid 

5 Green Lanes 

Austin, Texas 78705 
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DATE BUILT:  ca. 1961 

 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Brick painted. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  John and Ellie Schneider 

 

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 

 

 
2014 photograph of the house showing the original red-brick veneer 

 
Current photograph of the house 
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Arthur Pope Watson, Jr. 
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Newspaper story on the Schneider family in Austin 
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Austin American-Statesman, February 8, 2015 


